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The Cause

Why Is A Manual Like This Needed?

It is evident to the discerning Christian that undercurrents of deep uneasiness are washing beneath
the waters of Christendom today. Confusion, . and compromise mark the average congregation.
Evangelical churches are rocking from the challenges of rationalism, the occult, and the mass media that has
suddenly exposed the young to a ‘“‘global village” of other faiths. Never before has the Bride of Christ been
faced with so much stress within and without.

It is with concern for an end-time work of God that this manual has been formulated. Why have we
become so complacent? What fresh emphasis does the church need to prepare for the vast upheavals she is
beginning to face?

Early believers looked with joy to the return of the Master. Today we know the time is even more
“close at hand.”” They used this truth to generate a converting compassion driving out to reach the lost masses.
But we have often made it an excuse for complacency.

Persecution was the womb of the early church. Born in the power of the Holy Spirit and the challenge
of secular religion co-operating with the political powers of the day, it thrived under bitter opposition. In an
environment of tension and danger, the men God used to represent Christ to the world bore a faith that flamed.
Stand beside them in the record, the Scriptures that set our pattern. They pray because they must. They give
because they love. They speak, for they cannot be silent.

The dark angel of complacency has reaped a deadly harvest. Spiritual desolation has followed rampant
materialism. We are open to the flood of the Enemy. And whenever the pleas of God for His church to return
to their “first love’’ have been shrugged off or rejected, ‘ _ has always struck. It has been so in history.
It will be so again, unless we do something NOW.,

What are the needs of this hour? Faced with the most momentous time in history, blood-bought
believers must crystallize problems and provide an answer to this hour Gf cur greatest challenge. We need help
that is Scriptural, adaptable, adequate and highly practical. Above all, we need it NOW.

We can learn much from what has gone before. Vital revivals have often come from a re-evaluation of
the work and the Word of God. Scripture has the plan, the pattern and the program. Its application has often
been scoffed at, criticised or violently opposed. But it has injected new life whenever dared into the veins of
shrivelled, dying orthodoxy.

YOUTH AFLAME is written for a future need fast becoming present.

It is directed to half the world who are in search of a goal, a leader and a cause to give their lives
to . . . the Youth of Century 21.

It is intended to provide answers for reaching the unchurched and untouched.
It is geared for the confused and the complacent.

It is given with the prayer that God will use it to grip young people with a cause and a vision that will
drive them out to shake their world for the Lord Jesus Christ.

A vision of — YOUTH AFLAME!



IN-4

(1]

(2]

(3]

(4]

(5]

(6]

(71

(8]

(9]

(10]

[11]

(12]

Dedication In Relation
| JUDE (Who Had Many Faces)
Discussion: Discipleship As A Philosophy

. Or Real Salvation?
| JUDAS (Who Didn’t Make It)
Discussion: True Conversion

| - BARTHOLEMEW (Who Was Without Guile)
Discussion: Clean Morality Christians

Confession And Restitution
| i MATTHEW (Who Sacrificed To Follow)
Discussion: The ‘“How Of Humility”

Individuals In The Of Christ
| . JAMES THE LESS (Who Was Always There)
Discussion: Living With Yourself And Others

Disciple: THOMAS (Who Wanted To See)
Discussion: A Look At The Book

Love — For Unity And Motivation
Disciple: JOHN (Whom Jesus Loved)
Discussion: Forgiveness Means Fusion

In Life
Disciple: PHILLIP (Who Followed The Voice)
Discussion: Meekness Isn‘t Weakness

T And God
SIMON THE ZEALOT (Who Followed With Fire)
Discussion: Master Keys To Combat Lethargy

““How-To’’ Of Personal
o ANDREW (Who Introduced To Jesus)
Discussion: Letting Your Light Shine

Identification With ‘Christ
| _ JAMES ZEBEDEE (Who Won His Crown)
Discussion: A Friend Of God Is An Enemy Of The World

Personal Control And Of God
Disciple: PETER (Who Failed, Then Flamed)
Discussion: Director Of Operations
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Operation Y.A. ===

“YOUTH AFLAME” has a triple-pointed presentation for maximum effect in its introduction into a
group willing to become disciples.

It is —

[1] A New Testament MESSAGE of all the basic practical principles and concepts of true
discipleship that can be translated into a life philosophy for every Christian that will be grounded
in God Himself.

[2] A New Testament METHOD of introducing discipleship, based on the training pattern
laid down in Scripture by the Lord Jesus Himself in training and teaching His own disciples. Any
leader planning to use this program may follow the seven phases of “YOUTH AFLAME”
introducing new material in its chronological order for maximum effect in training youth.

[3] A New Testament STRATEGY of teaching, that summarises the basic plans of instruction
and communication the Master followed in implanting the concepts of discipleship in the lives
of His followers.

Teach the message of “YOUTH AFLAME” in the phasing order of its methodology and
use as a rule of guidance the strategy of teaching the program. Any group that has a willingness
to learn and work for God will discover a new dimension in power and witness if they are willing
to so use this manual. Each time a group reaches Phase 7, a new group for training can then be
contacted, and a nucleus from those of the first young people share all they have learned under
Christ, beginning another cycle of discipleship at Phase 1.

Program

DISCIPLE DEVELOPED ASPECT DISCOVERED BY
Jude Understanding And Vision ) Philosophy Of Discipleship
Judas Salvation Analysis Of True Conversion
Bartholemew Heart Purity Consecration Of Life
Matthew Humility And Clear Conscience Confession And Restitution
James (Less) Self-Acceptance Philosophy Of Body Ministry
Thomas Faith Truth And Study Of Scriptures
John Love Unity Forgiveness And Reproof
Phillip Guidance Yielding Of The Will
Simon Zealot Hunger For God Prayer And Fasting
Andrew Communication Methodology Of Witness
James (Zebedee) Stability And Faithfulness Identification With Christ
Peter Power Of The Holy Spirit Absolute Surrender
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PHASE 1

PHASE 2

PHASE 3
]

PHASE 4

PHASE 5

PHASE 6

— CAUSE - A from the heart (Matthew 3:2-3)
The Dream Of
A World In Vision
DISCIPLE: Jude
DIRECTIONS: Meet potential disciples. Sow seeds of a vision. Plan together mass
meetings; challenge to bring unsaved.

——> The CHALLENGE — A Call to the heart (Matthew 4:19)
The Door To
Challenge To Live
DISCIPLE: Judas
DIRECTIONS: Mass meetings. One or a series of gospel outreaches geared for
all-out evangelism. Challenge for salvation.

COST — A ve.cowwe—..... To God (Matthew 10:34-39)
The Test Of
Disciples In Clay
DISCIPLES: Bartholemew, Matthew
DIRECTIONS: Meet those deciding for discipleship. Present the steps of conse-
cration and cost. Discover those who are sincere.

—3»The CAPABILITY — A Cast For God (Matthew 5:1-7:27; Luke 6:12-49)
The Trial Of :
Faith In Action
DISCIPLES: James The Less, Thomas, John, Phillip
DIRECTIONS: Study, informal group discussions. Present and practise basic prin-
ciples of a disciple’s life. Analyse situation, make practical application of concepts.
Accent free discussion and question-answer sessions. Spend most time possible here.

»The CHARGE — A for world burden (Luke 8:1-5; 9:1-6)
The Tools Of
Building "“Go"* Into The Gospel
DISCIPLE: Simon Zealot
DIRECTIONS: Screen further those trained, selecting group sub-leaders by spend-
ing more time with them. Choose on the basis of good grasp of truth, willingness
to learn, leadership ability and the direction of the Holy Spirit. Introduce anti-
lethargy tools to group.

—>The CAMPAIGN — A Commission for world outreach (Luke 10:1-20)
The Demonstration Of Discipleship
Into All The World
DISCIPLES: Andrew, James Zebedee
_ Informal group study sessions; practical demonstration and appli-
cation of wi_tnessing concepts in area. Prepare for possible repercussion and
opposition,

—>»The COMMANDER — A Comforter for conquest (Luke 24:46-49)
The Director of Discipleship
Enablement Of Witness
DISCIPLE: Peter
DIRECTIONS: Intensive prayer, challenge and seeking God for power to extend
witness. After this, group divides to multiply, each member forming a nucleus for
a new group, repeating Phase 1.
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Strategy

TO REACH A WORLD

Here is a PERSONAL STRATEGY for selecting and training a team of disciples using the material and
methods of this ‘Manual. Based on the strategy of the Master General Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, it is a
chronological outline of the basic steps in imparting, reproducing and propagating true discipleship.

(1) SELECTION —

Find from the group you have the ones who are honestly WILLING TO LEARN. This was the Lord’s
SINGLE CONDITION demanded of every young man He asked to follow Him — the willingness to “‘learn of
Him’" and change basic ways of living for the greater good of God and His Universe. Concentrate on the few
who are truly interested; don’t waste time on the “’know-it-all’”’ or stubbornly self-centred who are not willing
to be followers of Jesus (Psalm 119:73; Matthew 11:29).

[2] SPEND TIME —

Give every moment of your spare time to these “learners.” There is always a cost in imparting a vision;
a cost of TIME and much personal PRIVACY. You must be ready to make these sacrifices. Let them live with
your life. Gain their confidence by being the kind of person they can confide in (John 1:38-39; Luke 4:42).

(31 SET APART —

There should come a stage in your training where you give them a chance to be ‘‘set apart’’ for the
task of world outreach. If God has given you the gift of spiritual leadership under Him, call your team beside
you in a step of consecration to Him and the work of the Gospel. They must understand that it will cost
them perhaps even their lives to do the job (Mark 3:13-14; Mark 8:34-35).

(4] SHARE -

Give to them everything you have BY EXPERIENCE. It is not what you KNOW, but what you
PERCEIVE that is important. Teach them the great Truths of Christ that will be their working ideology of
discipleship. Make sure they have the basic principles, and the application will follow naturally. In teaching,
use SIMPLICITY, constant REPETITION and LIFE-RELATED ILLUSTRATIONS (John 17:17, 19).

(5] SHOW —

Teach by BEING. We learn best by being shown how to do it first, then copying the manner or
methods.. The leader has great responsibility to BE all that he wants to teach. Let those you would lead see
you put into practice in your own life those principles you preach. Get them into the practical WITH theoretical
(Mark 3:14).

(6] STIPULATE —

Never be vague. Outline in detail that which is to be done part by part, and assign specific tasks to
each member of the team. Give each jobs that they are able to carry out with a maximum of trust in God’s
help. DELEGATE responsibility (Philippians 4:9).
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[7] SUPERVISE —

Watch over your team while they work. Be always available for advice when it is needed. Determine
before God to set a standard for righteousness and godliness in your own life that will be a constant challenge
to those you seek to train. Your team will be a CARBON COPY of your own life. Keep very humble and
very teachable yourself before the Lord Jesus. wherever possible; rebuke or warn if it becomes
necessary, that there will not be looseness and an allowance of sin in your team spirit (Matthew 23:8, 11-12;
2 Timothy 4:2; James 5:16).

How To Use This Book

“YOUTH AFLAME!” is a total training concept. There are many ways to use this book. It may be
adapted to a number of different usages, dependent on your need:

[1] AS A NEW CHRISTIAN: “YOUTH AFLAME!” will be an invaluable guide to help you grow
quickly in your Christian life. Begin in “JUDAS” and read carefully through to the end of Phillip, and you
will learn the basic working principles of being a true child of God. Then, use the “Symptom Index" in the
back to find particular problems in your life you need help with; look them up under the page ‘‘code numbers’’
listed, and simply do what the section asks you to do for total victory in that area. Take your Bible and
look up all the Scriptures marked under any section you want to study more. This will help you get a quick
understanding of the message of the Word of God.

[2] AS A MINISTER: This manual will prove exceptionally valuable as a study guide. Use the
“Analysis Index’’ at the back of “YOUTH AFLAME” in order to give you a rough guide to the problems your
young people are facing. The index is listed with two sets of symptoms under each disciple title. The first
lists signs, the second signs of development in that particular area. If you see a preponderance of
signs in the first part, you know the problem areas will find answers in that part of the manual. If, on the
other hand, your group or individual shows signs largely in the second part of that section, you know they
have learned some lessons from God in that area. The index can be used as a good counselling discernment
___ for locating problem areas. The Manual is basically geared to high-school groups and up. Fill out areas
with your own personal illustrations and studies from Scripture, using the sections as an outline.

[3] For CAMPS and CONFERENCES: “YOUTH AFLAME” will be an invaluable guide for retreats
and study camps. Raise questions around an area, then use the manual to find guide-lines for defining a Christian
approach to the problem. For youth camps in a “four-meeting’’ time-limit, the most valuable subjects will be
those under JUDAS (salvation), BARTHOLOMEW (dating and sex), JOHN (bitterness) and SIMON ZEALOT —
PETER (Christian living and God’s power). For longer camps, add ANDREW and PHILLIP to the list.

[4] TRAINING FOR CHRISTIAN REFORMATION: Bible college, Christian liberal arts college and
seminary students will find this manual a challenging and thought-provoking study as an attempt to provide a
simple unified field of Christian knowledge. Many sections are deliberately limited in content to provoke thought
and discussion. Pay particular attention to JUDE, JUDAS, PHILLIP and SIMON ZEALOT,; the discussions
grouped under PETER and ANDREW will also be fresh and stimulate renewed studies in these vital areas.
This book is geared to revolution, and requires the vision of young thinkers to devise means of appli-
cation and training.
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Forward And Onward!

“A program to develop the new Christian is one of the greatest needs of the 20th-Century church.”

You hold in hands such a .

This Manual was born in need. Everywhere, young people, pastors, evangelists, youth and personal
workers are asking “Why can’t somebody produce an effective follow-up for training young converts in the
major basics of faith?"’

| have felt heart-break in leaving crusades in which scores of sincere young people have given their
lives to God; because, from experience, in just a few months many would ‘““fall away.” Can we always blame
the messenger or his message? Too often the fault was in LACK OF TRAINING afterwards. When we try to
evangelize, we will reproduce what we already have. Vicious cycles of half-hearted Christians could be arrested
by the injection of small groups of victorious young people into each one. We often forget that the Lord
Jesus called most of His disciples with just a simple — *’Follow Me’* — but spent over THREE YEARSafterwards
in training them.

We must emphasise discipleship — and that demands thorough training! Most of our follow-up systems
are painfully limited to “tips”’ on prayer, Bible study and witness; essential, but usually not comprehensive
enough to meet life’s demands. Any total training concept must be a synthesis of THREE [1] A clear,
simple Bible study course designed to introduce new converts into the basics of the Christian’s life; [2] A
spiritual “‘check-up” manqal, or Christian “first-aid”’ primer giving Bible prescriptions for spiritual problems;
[3] A set of principles for both recognising and dealing with others who come to us for guidance
and counsel.

“YOUTH AFLAME” is such a synthesis. | have searched the pages of Scripture and sifted the minds
and ministries of some of God’s choicest servants, looking for the lowest common denominators of discipleship.
“YOUTH AFLAME” is the result of prayer, trial, tears and the guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. Wherever
possible, denominational issues and controversies have been avoided; a core is left which almost all of God%s
children will agree is necessary for spiritual survival and aggressive Christianity. “YOUTH AFLAME" will be
useful to all but the stubborn Pharisee, and he who has already solved all his problems in working with young
people. Should you differ with any of this material, let there be honest searchings of heart and much grace,
that together we may “prove all things” and “’hold fast to that which is good.” Many of these concepts are
God's spiritual secrets, underlying most of His mighty works in history. If you treat this book like a cafeteria,
taking what you want and leaving the rest, the very material you omit may be the vitamins you most need.
Dare to try out all as a whole.

Many revivals of God's work have resulted from a return to simple New Testament principles outlined
here. Read this book RIGHT THROUGH and examine ““whether these things be so’” under the light of Holy’
Scripture. You may need to ask yourself some of these questions: [1] |s the method of concept | am using
NOW bringing results that are glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ? [2] Is this material the result of theory,
tradition and guesswork, or is it scriptural, reasonable and eminently practical? [3] Have others used this with
the evident blessing of God? [4] Am | WILLING TO TRY IT?

“Read and read again . . . for a little from God is better than a great deal from man; what is from
man is uncertain, lost and tumbled over and over; but what is from God is as fixed as a nail in a sure place.”
— John Bunyan
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Thank You

Truth is never . . . it is discovered, not invented.

! did not “write” this book; | did not “invent’’ its ideas and principles. My work has been that of a
scientist, collecting from and examining hundreds of sources for what God REALLY said from His Word.
| have read books and the Bible; studied and methods, weighed movements and men, searching for
the meaning and principles of true discipleship. It has taken seven years to compile, but + __.... to write.
“YOUTH AFLAME” is really the product of . great men of God who have prayed, studied, worked and
re-studied to sift from Scripture the essentials of practical Christianity.

| am greatly indebted to the writings of that grand old giant of revival and evangelism whose works
have perhaps been more instrumental than any other in “reviving revival’’ around the world — ..._.... Grandison
Finney. Under his ministry over 80 percent of his converts stayed true to God! His understanding of soul-
winning and Christian. living were truly taught, of heaven, proved by a life and ministry in some people’s
opinion without parallel since the days of the apostles. Finney had a vital message often restated in this manual
which we shall do well to take heed of in these terrible days of great backsliding and apostacy. Youth needs
to re-discover his message of God's moral government in the age that could be stamped with irrationality,
anarchy and lawlessness.

Much blessing has been gained from modern-day saintly thinkers of diverse backgrounds, like A W.
Tozer, Watchman Nee, C. S. Lewis and Francis Schaeffer; from men like Verwer, whose passion for
world evangelism has burned through the world; Bill Gothard, whose counselling materials in youth conflicts
is without equal; from the sermons and messages of a thousand forgotten saints whose names have died to
memory but whose truth from the living Word still flames on. My thanks to the men of Youth For Christ
International for the privilege of studying under their youth specialists; to David and Don Wilkerson for first-
hand experience in big-city gang problems; and for all who gave me insight in sacrificial living for God in a
century of careless materialism. The crying need and urgency of the hour has put this material into print
without usual acknowledgements in most cases; let those who have in some way contributed to this book
thank God for His revelation and join in prayer that these truths will be spread far and wide to the glory
of Christ.

My gratitude to those who helped give me insight to areas that needed expansion in this final edition;
those who made the first edition possible, like Graham Braddock, whose talented pen formed many of the
illustrations, and Paul Annan; to Faeona, my wife and my parents, whose constructive criticism and care kept
me on the job when the going was tough; to my Nana and Pop who helped put a dream into print; and to
Loren Cunningham, my brother beloved, director of the fiery vision of Youth With A Mission, for his inspiration,
and his friends Harry Conn and Gordon Olsen who provided Scripture research and manuscript suggestions.
A very special thanks also to the young people | know and love, whose sincerity was a challenge to give them
something they could give back to God — a life on fire for His glory.

Lastly, but really first, to the Lord Jesus by Whom the world is crucified unto me and | to the world"’
Who gave me back life from the power of the grave and Whose tender, careful hand | have felt on mine in

penning this present for our Father. To His Name be all the glory.
v/ e

WINKIE PRATNEY (1967)
Manurewa, New Zealand



“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest that
He would send forth labourers into His vineyard’ (Luke 10:2).

Jude

(WHO HAD MANY FACES)

"*Jesus knew from the beginning who they
were that believed not . . .”

John 6:64
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PHASE: 1.. AWorld In Vision
SECTION: 1.. "D’ For Dedication In Relation
MATERIAL: .. Discipleship As A Philosophy

Welcome
To The World Of Discipleship! ===

You are invited on a voyage of discovery. You will briefly meet the Twelve in the pages of this book
Each has a message to give you. Perhaps, in these men you will even find YOURSELF — and God'’s call to
life’s greatest adventure in Him! Whatever your real name is, we will call you JUDE. He was a mystery disciple;
an unknown person. Possibly you feel the same. What interests us most right now is that he had more than
one name. Each can give you a key to a disciple’s life.

THADDEUS was one naie. This is not common. You don’t meet many Thaddeuses around. But you
too, are uncommon! No matter how little talent or ability you have, you are UNIQUE in God’s world. No-one
else can quite take your place to fill your job in His Kingdom. As little as we do know about Thaddeus we
are sure of this — JESUS CALLED HIM. To hear that call you must be listening. You must obey it. And
you must be willing to forsake all and follow. Are you in THADDE US category?

Another name was LEBBAEUS. This interesting name means — ““man of the heart.”” God is most
interested in the supreme centre of your love. Are you really intent on following Jesus? Then you must fall in
love with a Voice and Vision that will carry you along a path of ioneliness, of longing, perhaps even death —
but a path of gladness. Only the love of Christ can reach this rebel world far from God. Do you want
the right kind of "‘heart” for this path? Will you spend TIME? Are you a Lebbaeus?

Perhaps you are a JUDE. He was chosen for a chapter in God’s Book. Jude has some talent and an
earnest concern for his world. But above 2!! he was a servant. All that Jude had and was, he surrendered to
the control and direction of Jesus. He aave Cod his head, his heart and his hands. He lived to please God
first. | hope you are a Jude. |If you want to make it in the adventure of discipleship, you will have to
swallow pride and renounce all rights to vour own life. You must be willing to be counted an outcast in a
God-rejecting world. You must be to go - | - or do . He asks. It is possibly hardest of all
to be a Jude. Will you?

The last name is a warning to all of us. Our mystery disciple’s fourth name was JUDAS. We cannot
help but be reminded of /scariot. We will say more about him. But we cannot pass this name without looking
into our own hearts. “Am / a Judas? Would / sell out Christ for power, pleasure. fame or fortune? Is there
a thirty, dirty pieces of silver in my life?” {Some have sold out Jesus for less than that!) Our Judas did run
away when /scariot brought the soldiers to arrest Jesus. But he came back to faith, and was honoured with the
last church letter before John closed the Scriptures. The other Judas — the one that could iurk in each of our
lives — died a traitor, a rotten body swinging in the wind. His money bought only a graveyard; his ““fame” the
stigma of history’s most terrible betrayal.

You are — DUST or DESTINY!

Sell your birthright to the world, the flesh and the Devil and your future will be dust. ‘But find the
place God wants you to discover and a door will open to you — your DOORWAY OF DESTINY!



=== Philosophies Aflood

An IDEA is a SPARK — a that can fire a world. ’As a man thinketh in his heart — so IS he”
(Proverbs 23:7). The way you think is the way you will live. We LIVE what we really BELIEVE. There are
many philosophies, or ordered ideas for living, in our world. Most have some good points that capture young
people’s interests. All but ONE have serious weaknesses and dangerous consequences when a life is based on
them. ““Beware in case any man trick you through philosophy and empty deception, according to the basic
principles of the WORLD and not after CHRIST* Paul warned (Colossians 2:8). How much of the world’s
ideas run your life? It has SIX basic ones:

=== [1] Formalism

FAITH IN TRADITION

This is the beginning of the Big Lie, the Satanic start of decay in religious thinking. A Formalist is a
person NOT WILLING TO CHANGE the way he does things because it has “always been done this  He
pays too much attention to the past for living now. Men may be commended for trying to keep great memories
alive. We can and MUST learn from the past or we will repeat its mistakes. But in a world of constant change,
the method of yesterday may not work today.

Formalism denies God's right to change patterns. The Pharisees were the Formalists of Israel in Jesus’
day. They clung stubbornly to a false idea of God’s love-law, until their traditions actually broke the very
commandments they boasted about protecting! Their own rules built on God’s simple laws became more and
more complex and foolish. Although many Pharisees in Jesus’ day seemed outwardly moral and upright, Jesus
rebuked them very strongly. He called them ‘““whitewashed tdmbs, broods of snakes, and children of Hell!”

Formalism breeds the most dangerous kinds of religious selfishness disguised as righteousness. Jesus
saw through the Pharisees formal fronts. He would not behave according to their invented moral standards but
lived by the searching law of Heaven. He exposed them for what they really were! The Pharisees did not truly
love God. Their “god” had become their own ideas and theories. They had actually broken His first command-
ment with a maze of their own rules.

Formalism can also involve RITUAL — praising or worshipping some earthly thing or being other than
God. From jewelled crosses to a crown on a person put on a pedestal, ritual squeezes out true worship. Objects
made to AID worship can themselves become worshipped. People all over the world pay tragic homage to
wood, stone and metal hoping these things have special power to meet their needs. The invented multi-headed
gods of ancient the gilded statues in Rome, icons in Athens and images in India; the all-too-human gods
of Greek and Roman times all break God’s first law. His second commandment also says “You shall NOT make
for Me any graven image’’ (Deut. 5:8-10). God is too big to put into a picture, too infinite to represent by
statues. Nothing in the created Universe could describe or contain Him. Any representation is a mis-representa-
tion. “God is Spirit" the Lord Jesus said; ““and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in
truth . . . Blessed are they who have not seen, yet have believed” (John 4:23-24; 20:29; Hebrews 11:1;
Exodus 20:4; John 1:18; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; 6:16).

People used or blessed of God can invite the dangers of Formalism. No saint, holy person or even
angel is to be given the glory that belongs only to God (1 Peter 1:24). It is thus sin against God to “’hero-
worship’”’ someone He is using. We can pray for them, work and rejoice with them. But if we copy their
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mannerisms instead of their Master, we hurt God and often embarrass His servants. Now do not be afraid to learn
from other men or women of God by studying their ways to solve problems (1 Corinthians 11:1). Remember
though, no-one in recorded history began a new move of God by pretending to be someone else.

How God is when men or women forget Him in their devotion to His friends. God is jealous
for our loving worship; He will share His glory with no man. Why should we use earthly objects to steal from
God what is His alone? (Exodus 34:13-15; Deuteronomy 4:23-24; 5:8-9; 6:15; Isaiah 42:8; John 8:50; Acts
12:23; 1 Corinthians 10:31;’Revelation 4:11; 19:10; Acts 17:24-25).

God’'s MESSAGE must never be changed; it is true and always speaks to man. If we are unwilling to
change our METHODS or PATTERN however, we fall into Formalism. We Christians must also give strict
attention to our changing cultures, languages and issues, so our preaching of the Gospel will always be framed
in fresh ways and understandable terms. We must move with the moving “pillar of fire!"” (Exodus 13:21). Men
of God like Wesley, Luther, Booth, Finney and Moody all broke dusty church-ruts and changed their world;
never take your patterns from methods that make no mark on hisiory or society. and uncluttered.

When people get settled and comfortable, they tend to pay less attention to their Maker and more
attention to the things He made. Even useful or needed things can take the first place in time and affections
that rightfully belong to the Lord. Jesus knew the danger we call Materialism, for His land had many Materialists.
When He multiplied by a miracle the loaves and fishes to feed a hungry crowd, people tried by force to make
Him their “’King of Things"’ (John 6:13-15).

They wanted a God or leader who would give them anything they liked. They thought that having
whatever they wanted would make them happy. But Jesus knew this was not true. Fame or possessions can
never in themselves bring happiness. True treasure cannot be bought with gold; the riches that last are the
peace, love and joyful faith in Jesus.

“Don’t set your love on things below’ Jesus told us (John 6:25-36). “Don’t hoard up on earth that
which can be eaten by insects, corroded by rust or stolen by a thief. Don't worry over what you are
going to eat or drink or what kind of clothes to wear. All those not knowing the care and concern of your
Father are like that.” The way to happiness and provision is to ‘‘seek first God’s rule in our life’ — His
Lordship, guidance and love (Matthew 6:33).

Materialism makes CREATION, not the Creator the object of devotion. The man who would be Christ’s
disciple must hold lightly to the world and tightly to God (Luke 14:33; Colossians 3:2). A disciple of the Lord
Jesus is no longer His own. He is “bought with a price’” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). He does not belong to him:self
anymore. He is a love-slave of the Lord Jesus, and a slave has no personal property or rights of his own.
If you will OWN Christ, all you own IS Christ’s! If your affections drift from God Himself to center on some
"thing’’ He gave you to enjoy, He may have to take it away or make you sick of it. [See PH-3]

“Things” can hurt when they tug for the attention that belongs to God! We can’t break free from these
feelings unless we are willing to wholly give all we have to Christ. Are you ready to see ALL you have taken
away, lost and gone forever from your life and love? This is not easy, but it is a first condition for true
discipleship. God does not want any “‘thing” but YOUR LOVE FOR IT. Materialism cannot live hand in hand
with true discipleship (Matthew 13:44-46; Mark 10:28-30).
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Hedonism, as popularized by Hefner’s "’Playboy Philosophy’ fits in here. The strange thing is, that if
we seek pleasure f10r pleasures’ sake we will never find it. It is like the proverbial end of the rainbow. The
man who tries to save his life by living totally to serve himself actually LOSES it, because he becomes a slave
to his and the of sin (Luke 9:24; 1 Timothy 5:6; Romans 6:16). The foundation of moral
freedom is self-love in the context of self-denial; this is not a paradox. Self-love simply means unselfishly
choosing your own highest good; self-denial is the willingness to subordinate personal desires to the revealed will
of God, whether that implies sacrifice or not. A _ . of a holy life is happiness. Man was never meant
to live on the level of an animal (Luke 14:26-35; 18:29-30; John 10:10; Ephesians 3:14-21; 2 Corinthians 9:8;
1 Peter 2:11; 4:2).

S [ 3] Humanism

FAITH IN MAN

It is good to "believe in man” if we mean by this that there is POTENTIAL in people (under God's
care) for kindness, good deeds, creativity and obedience. Scripture says man IS wonderful, because. he was made
in finite, miniature likeness to God Himself. This makes us very special; we are very important to Him. The
Bible teaches that {Psalm 39:14) despite mankind’s fall into sin "'we being evil, know how to give good gifts to
our children” (Luke 11:13). Even wrong cannot wholly destroy our inbuilt admiration of real goodness and
purity. We were made to live justly and respect right. A man can even live wickedly while looking wistfully at
goodness (Romans 7:15-16). No-one chooses to be miserable or evil for its own sake. This is a first truth of
human nature; people were made to dread misery and desire the happiness which God planned as the natural
result of holy living.

Humanism's fatal mistake is to confuse CAPACITY with CHOICE. A man can know right and how to
do it. From the dawn of moral awakening however, the whole record of Scripture and history is that we chose
instead to do WRONG. Even the seemingly ‘‘good” actions of unchanged men and women are done from secret
selfishness (like hope of self-gain or fear of punishment and disapproval). “Too much good in even the worst
of us” is not what the Bible says — ““All have sinned and come short of the glory of God ... there is NONE
that does good, no, not one’” (Romans 3:23, 10; 7:18). Sinful people cannot please God with their excuses for
rebellion in ""good deeds’ (lsaiah 64:6; Matthew 7:21-23; Galatians 2:16; 1 Corinthians 13:3).

A Humanist’s answer is not real. It does not account for the disgusting dictatorship ofsin in the human
heart. Good FUTURE deeds (even if made from the right motives) cannot cancel out bad ones. If wrong has
been done, the penalty of God’s broken law must be passed. God must be strictly fair. His justice cannot simply
excuse, for instance, a murderer on his promise of future behaviour. Now selfishness unchecked would ‘murder
God’s Universe. Besides this All sin is a unit; one sin is just as bad as another, because at root, both are
selfish choices to disobey God. Since all sin hurts God and breaks His law, all sin has the same penalty. In
God’s government, the very least punishment He can give is to cut off the sinner from being with people who
do love God and obey Him. (A sinner would spoil Heaven and make it like Hell.) The Bible calls this penalty
DEATH. God does not want man to die. Our first parents were told that to fooiishly break God’s commands
would bring this death. They understoad, but still disobeyed! Sadly enough, each of us follow their influence
from the first moment we knew right from wrong. All our world is truly guilty before its grieved Creator
(Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:9-28). [See TS-15]

Humanists try to deny or ignore sin. To justify themselves they may do many ‘‘good works.”” These
may seem acceptable in the sight of men, but God searches the heart and sees our real motives. All of our
works will be exposed by the light of Heaven. We all know deep inside that it is appointed unto man once
to die, and after death the judgment’ (Hebrews 9:27; Acts 17:31). Psychiatry can at best EXPOSE the CAUSE
of our guilt, leaving psychology to make an attempt to help us live with it. But none of our studies can
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REMOVE it. Only the Law-Giver Himself can pardon; only the blood of Christ shed ““for the forgiveness of
many’’ can rescue us through God’s conditions of our repentance and trust.

== [4] Modernism

FAITH IN MEN

Modernism grows out of religious humanism. A Modernist lives by his feelings like other selfish people,
but the desires that seem to move him most are the needs of the sick, uneducated, poor and hungry. And who
is not touched by human need? How noble such efforts seem, even when a man merely uses human plight to
3 his selfishness or appease his conscience. What a tragedy that such deeds of giving can be used as excuses
for not doing the first thing God asks of a man; surrender to Christ. Although Modernism has attempted many
needed relief and social programs that have been ofyhelp to the world, it has helped keep alive a terrible lie,
that man can make it on his own.

There are serious flaws in the good deeds philosophy, besides those mentioned under Humanism. Jesus
taught a life of good works not FOR salvation, but as a natural result of His own inner transformation of our
hearts. True Christians do good flowing from the love that is a consecration to the highest good of God and
His Universe, in glad service for their Heavenly Father (John 9:4-€). Jesus too, was moved with compassion
by human need. But He did not come merely to start relief programs. He had the ability to supply food for
others. He fed multitudes, BUT always did these miracles within a limit of spiritual response. He wanted to
meet the needs of the whole man. In fact, He distrusted those who followed Him for the supply of physical
need alone (John 6:26).

The Gospel has puilt-in power to change society. Society is simply a lot of separate people living
together and no-one can change people like God. To alter the living conditions of people is really only a side-
issue. The Bible shows us that conditions alone will not necessarily change the ultimate choice of a
man or woman’s heart. Environment only influences our decision, never creates them. We are much more than
our food, houses, and books. Giving selfish people better homes or nicer food will not transform their natures:;
they wi!l simply be more refined sinners. If we center our hearts on God our life will change deeply enough
to affect both our living conditions and our world; but simply moving a man’s home will not move his heart.

Can you see that the most sacrificial giving is useless for impressing God if done for anything less than
His ultimate glory (1 Corinthians 13:3). Involvement in ““good works’’ without showing the fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) is nearly always some kind of attempt to hide from truth and justify sin against God.
Good will and popularity are often important to a Modernist. Much is sacrificed on the altar of peaceful
relations with all men. He will usually go out of his way to compromise rather than offend the world by the
absolutes of Christian commitment.

Jesus did not promise His followers popularity, but LIFE. We need to remember that "friendship with
the world is enmity with God’ (James 4:4; John 15:18-19; 3:13; 1 John 2:15). Men who conform to this
world will not change it. Early Christians were often hated, despised, and persecuted. Some were even murdered,
but the Gospel spread; ““the blood of martyrs is the seed of the church.” Ten of the twelve disciples died
violently for their Lord. Jesus Himself said “The world will hate you because | am not of the world.”

[See JZ-8-12]

In Modernism, miracles also are suspect if not “impossible.” Forced to deny plain words in the Scrip-
tures that expose and condemn all natural man’s selfish actions, the Modernist has to question ALL Scripture
that does not agree with his life. The God’'s Divine Directory becomes a book ‘‘written by man’ full of “’Mis-
takes.” Its plain demands become ‘’Misinterpretations.” Modernism joins Satan by asking ““Hath God said?"’
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when He very plainly HAS said! (Genesis 3:1). This philosophy tries to take the supernatural from Scripture
and . ~undermining faith in God and His Word. Here, the Bible is not our absolute guide for life under the
light of God’s Holy Spirit. A Modernist rethinks truth in a way that clouds Christ’s clear commands. He makes
darkened reason, not intelligent trust in the Word of a wise and holy God his rule. Subtle changes in under-
standing of truth, double-thinking and silence on issues that clarify sin are all marks of Modernism.

Take for instance, the philosophy of situation ethics, an outgrowth of Modernism. Here situations are
created that apparently defy solution within the direction of Bible laws. Fletcher and his followers suggest
. ,the laws of God whenever the situation seems to warrant it, replacing them with “love,” which means
whatever you want it to mean in the situation. In almost every case the laws of God are either falsely defined,
totally misinterpreted or misunderstood in their content, spirit and application. And in each case, God is
patently left out of the whole show! No-one apparently thinks that He can step in and work a miracle, like
delivering someone or changing around an authorities mind. Situational ethics completely fails to take the direct
intervention of God into account, because the Modernist does not think He can or will step in to answer the
prayer of faith as He has before (2 Chronicles 32:1-22; Psalm 20:6-7; 18:2-19; 34:4-10; Daniel 3; 6:1-23;
Luke 4:29-30).

We cannot just TEACH man to be good. Today’s highly educated generation are only smarter sinners.
The city killer is no less evil than the jungle head-hunter. Both have selfish hearts, expressed in more or less
educated ways. Our conscience needs to be cleared and re-awakened; we need forgiveness and cleansing from
our past; we need a force inside of us to guard our minds as a block to future wrong. We need power to
live above ourselves and not be a slave to selfishness. God, by the Holy Spirit can do this. He can point out
what man without God cannot see — the ‘exceeding sinfulness of sin” (Romans 7:13). A pig in a sty cannot
tell men what a ““clean’’ home is like. It has a wrongidea of “‘clean” in the mud. Only God can show us our
wrong and conquer it. He wins our rebel hearts by His great love then takes up His own home in our lives by
His Holy Spirit (Revelation 3:20; Ephesians 3:17).

== [5] Rationalism

FAITH IN MIND

After denying God’s Word and God's rights, it is only a simple step to give up all pretence of religion
and deny God Himself. Rationalism leaves out God altogether, and starts just with man. It is a philosophy that
tries to find an explanation of man and the Universe without God. A Rationalist prides himself on being a
thinker; in trying to deny God he will usually end up being as foolish in his conclusions as he has been in
his premises.

God made our world and our lives to blend perfectly only in Him. A man who turns his back on God
has a hard job explaining life! The very Universe speaks of God; our own beings tell us that we are personal,
and ultimately that we must have come from Another Person. A Rationalist has big questions to answer; who
or what is Man; how did we get here; why is the Universe the way it is? It is interesting to see the strange
answers some people come up with when they do not want to believe God. It takes much more faith to be
an atheist than a Christian! God has placed so many signs of His reality around us that it becomes very hard
to © . him out of our lives. The Rationalist has the worst time of all. He not only has to find non-Christian
answers to his questions; he also has to try to live in hisanswers — if he can. And just nobody has ever success-
fully and happily done it.

If God did not make the Rationalist and his world, who or what did? Now he cannot say “God"
because he wants to be an atheist. He is scared to bringin any kind of Person, because he knows this will be
really admitting there is a God, though he is using some other word. Many Rationalists call instead on their
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limited knowledge of Science. Very popular is the idea that time, matter and chance all somehow gave us our
complex Universe and life itself. But — time and chance, are not personal. This leaves him with a frightening
result; then man is not really a person! Questions like “What am | here for?*’ ““What does life mean?” *"Why am
| alive?”” have awful answers — “’For no reason at all.” ’Life means absolutely nothing.” “’We are here without
meaning.” ““The world and all creatures in it are one giant accident.”

Besides this, he will have to do a lot of juggling facts. Honest scientific study tends to strongly confirm,
rather than deny intelligent Creation. One of the biggest problems the Rationalist will lose sleep over is this;
how could a world as big as ours form life by accident when we cannot duplicate even simple forms by ?
And how could a being as complex as Man develop by chance when there is just NOT ENOUGH TIME in the
history of the Universe to do it?

Scientists like Newton, Kepler, Galileo and Bacon had no problems as Christians in developing studies
of man and our world. They knew that facts and worship were part of the same Reality. Their picture of man
(as God's special creation in a very wonderful world) gave us the basis of the modern scientific method. But
today’s non-Christian scientist is in grave trouble. He is not just " in a world directed by force laws; he IS
part of the machinery of the Universe! He is thus no longer a person, he is merely a highly-developed machine.
Things like beauty, art, poetry, faith, morality and love must mean absolutely nothing. Man without God has
feelings that he cannot logically fulfill in his non-Christian system. Here man as we know him is dead. Maybe
one day one of his own machines will replace him. Death is the absolute end of his meaningless existence. A
Rationalist pays an awful price for his pride.

Without a true picture of the Infinite-Personal God (Who has promised to show us what true truth
really is), the Rationalist runs into still another problem. How can he know what is true? Plato said something
like this thousands of years ago: ‘“How can you really understand any part of something unless you have seen
the whole?”” So — how CAN a finite man be sure of ANYTHING he calls ““truth’ if he does not knowALL
the facts of the Universe? Unless he is shown truth by Someone Who does know all things (and that is where
the Bible begins talking about God) he is unsure of anything. When you come to think about it, he cannot even
be sure that he himself exists!

The Rationalist begins only with himself, and ends up not even being sure of that! He denies being
created by a Personal God and ends up only a machine; he tries to throw out God and winds up throwing
away himself as well. Paul shows us in his letter to the Roman Christians that a man who behaves like a
Rationalist gets into trouble with sin of all sorts, from sexual immorality to merciless violence. He starts off
priding himself as a thinker and ends up a stinker. He gives up faith, fights off everything God does to love him
back and ends up taking pleasure in those who commit crimes worthy of death. It is no fun being a Rationalist.
He loses his moorings, his morals and maybe even his mind. No wonder the Bible says ““The fool has said in
his heart — No, God!"’ (Psalm 14:1; Romans 1:18-22). [See TS-4-5]

=== [6] Communism

FAITH IN MARX

Communist young people are revolutionaries often deeply dedicated, who are shocked, sickened and
very angry with the mess our world is in. They dislike the rich holding power over the poor; the lazy ruler
who lives on over-worked subjects. They hate superstition and empty religious tradition being used as a tool to
control peop'e. They are ready to be interested in people’s needs and to teach others what they believe. They
are often willing to sacrifice time, money or even their lives to change society. Marx and Engels laid the thought
groundwork of this philosophy. . . who saw his brother killed by despots as a young man took their ideas
and used his group-work genius to mould them into a wide-spread world power. Devoted to a cause greater than
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the individual, emphasizing training, and discipline. Communism is marching to scientifically re-make man.

There are two kinds of Communism — PAPER and PRACTICAL. . .,  (theoretical) Communism
in its simplest form proposes to wipe out selfishness from society. It is the logical result of rationalism; it is
materialistic science based on three non-Christian ideas: [1] There is no God; [2] There is nothing in the
Universe but matter in motion (no spirit, no supernatural, no life after death); and (3] Man is wholly made what
he is by his surroundings (totally determined by his environment, and more particularly, by his economic
environment). Communism is a fusion of complex theories of economics and sociology (the mechanics of
people). Marx married these studies to a discovery he believed was an unchangeable law of history. This "law’
had created a series of ‘““class wars’’ that were leading to Universal Communism. He called his idea ‘’dialectical
materialism."”’

In this Marxist ‘“diamet’ every country changes by conflict until it finally ends up Communist. This
“diamet” lies behind all the strange and sometimes contradictory steps of Marxist strategy. The true Marxist
passionately believes he is working with the stream of history; his every effort simply “’speeds up’’ this law of
change. He believes in the law like a Christian believes God answers prayer. Accordingly, a Communist thinker
studies ways to create tensions that cause the society under attack to react in conflict. He believes critical points
come when these opposing forces over-throw each other. The resultant new force then will bring that society
inevitably one step closer to Communism. Engels claimed that three main ideas described this process: [1] Any
kind of change signals progress; [2] retreat is only part of the pattern of attack and advance; [3] to destroy
one existing thing means ultimately the building of a new step towards Communism.

Do not ask the young Marxist who is bent on destroying an existing order what plans he has for a new
one. He may not know. But he believes he is working with an unchangeable law; history is on his side; out
of the ashes, Communism will one day come! All possible means of creating chaos are used, from absurdity to
violence. Sinful man is by nature chaotic and absurd; perhaps this explains some of Marxism’s appeal to the
frustrated and bitter. The pseudo-intellectual with a chip on his shoulder over what the world has done to him
is a prime target. He is already at war with society; itis easy to think of “’progress in terms of chaos’ feeling
like that. Thousands of students have already done so. It does have a certain violent ‘‘appeal.”

Such zeal and dedication, sacrifice and loyalty to a cause is to be much admired. The idea of men being
given common ownership of means of production and distribution is a good idea; the early Christians did it too
(Acts 4:32). But the discerning will see serious, deadly flaws. The first is the RELIGION a Communist makes
out of religion. Empty superstition, the “opiate of the people’’ needs to be taken from men and women.
It cannot help anyone, and only hinders progress. But Christian reality must replace that emptiness. An avowed
Marxist is also an avowed atheist . . . Science, production and power are introduced in this system to “‘replace’
God. To Marx, man was nothing more than an animal. Like a dog, he has no spiritual being. A man was
considered “sick’” if he could not put God out of his mind. A man called Paviov helped give Lenin a highly-
developed system of “’brainwash” to aid in the remova! of such ‘‘superstition.” It involves erasure and re-
education of thought. Subtle forms of psychological torture based on drugs, prolonged discomfort, fear,
exhaustion and mental confusion are used. This process is very powerful, but not necessarily irresistable. People
who, in treatment are too “’sick’’ to be “’healed” (therefore useless), are usually exterminated for the ‘‘general
good.” God’s moral law is supressed or rejected. Bible absolutes are replaced by careful redefinitions that give
the Marxist a completely artificial morality. There is no “right”” other than the good of the cause. History
itself becomes god. Deception and even murder can be perfectly “right” in Communist philosophy, because
truth is re-defined to mean anything that advances world Communism. Thus, by definition, a Marxist CANNOT
lie or be unjust in the party interests.

People as unique individuals are not important here as God considers them. In this system you are
only important for what you can do in the group. A perfect society however already exists on earth (based on
similar principles) that is without problems of crime or civil disobedience. It is not troubled by the aged,
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disabled or retarded. And it is not Marxism. This highly efficient, totally productive society is called a beehive.

Bees have no crime problem because they have no free choice; they function programmed like machines
under the force law called instinct. Unproductive members simply die or are killed; more bees are raised to take
their place. All bees are literally worked to death; the survival of the fittest rules. No bee is individually
important. Each bee’s worth is measured only in its contribution to the total hive; on its own it means absolutely

Unfortunately this society does not produce poets, artists, inventors or lovers. So who wants to live
in a beehive?

People want to be accepted in a group, but they also want to be known and loved for their own worth,
God loves you as YOURSELF. You are more important than any idea; you were important enough for the
Lord to die for (John 15:13).

In PRACTICAL Marxism, anything is legal that gets Marxist results. This theory makes it easier to act
selfishly in the name of unselfishness. For instance people can even be directed to needed violence in party
thought by preaching “peace” since by Marxist definition “peace’” means Communist world conquest. If on the
other hand, only open riot or revolt can change a situation, a Communist will do all in his power to spark
and fire that unrest. In practical Communism, which is often very different from theory, control can be taken
in the name of the people when it is actually in the hands of a few leaders.

The philosophy of "take according to ability and give according to need” requires an incentive to
prevent loss of initiative. Marxists have developed a basic control system geared to one of the most powerful
psychological drives in the world — FEAR. There cannot be real confidence and love in such a force system.
But true Christianity has the one more powerful control — LOVE. And “perfect love casts out all fear’ (1 John
4:18; 2 Timothy 1:7). Communism says "I will put a new coat on every man."” Christ Jesus says — “'Repent and
believe — and | will put a new man in every coat” (2 Corinthians 5:17). God always changes a man'’s life
in the context of world history. He saves him not only for himself but for his lost society. Christ gives men
meaning for their own iives AND their world.

Although Communism copies or counterfeits many Christian METHODS, it preaches an opposing
message. To think differently in a Communist system is the worst possible crime. Men and women must suspend
all independent thinking and obey fixed rules of thought and leadership. Only in true Christian discipleship do
people discover that they hold in their hands the key to their own, and their world’s destiny. Vital Christianity
is a greater social force than Communism, because it is the only system that gives a complete, rational dynamic
for social change without destroying the individual.

=== [ 7] Existentialism

FAITH IN FAITH

Some young people have given up hope of finding meaning in Rationalist logic. Instead they have
come to believe that fact and meaning are not part of the same reality. The German philosopher Hegal (he
gave Marx his basic idea for dialectical materialism) first invented the idea that has really altered a iot of secular
thinking. He said in effect — “’Stop thinking of cause and effect. Think instead of one fact opposed to another
fact and the result . to be a new fact.” Now, | hope | can explain how he got this idea! First, if there
is no God, there are no absolutes. So who can say what is ““true’’? Next, if there are no absolutes, then there
really are no opposites either, because opposites come from the absolute ideas of right and wrong, true and
false, etc. Why then should anything really be ““opposite’ to another thing? Now he could say that if two things
were opposed, they also could be the same. If that sounds silly, it is. In fact, no-one can prove how two
things can be opposed and be the same by using finite Hegel hoped some day another person would find
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out a way to do it. No-one did because no-one really could. It took a long time for his idea to catch on, but
it did eventually. The generation that grew up believing it is our generation. [See TS-1-4]

Hegel’s idea replaced conflict with combination. Have you heard about the three blind men who met
an elephant? One felt its tail, another its leg, the third its ear. Number cne said, “‘the elephant is like a
snake.” Number two said, “nuts! the elephant is like a tree-trunk.” Number ikree said, “’You are both insane,
the elephant is like a palm-leaf.” The point is, they were all opposed, but all were also right, because they
could not see the whole elephant. Hegel tried to use this idea.

Another man called Soren Kierkegaard gave Hegels’ theory the missing link that made it popular.
Hegel had tried to use his mind, and it had not worked to prove his theory. Kierkegaard didn’t bother. He
said in effect that no-one could ever do it; proof was not needed if you acc#nted it “hy faith.”

When Kierkegaard said that he opened the door to a way of thinking no-one had ever used before in
the Western Christian world. Here we have a world terrified by the Rationalist explanation that man is a mean-
ingless machine. ““Facts’’ (not Christian facts, but secular ideas) destroyed the things man found hope in. But
instead of returning to Bible truth, non-Christians did something different. They simply began to accept the
idea that meaning had nﬂothing to do with facts. Today thousands of young people think that truth can only
be found in personal experience. Human happenings are not to be talked about in factual terms of logic. They
think the world has no meaning outside themselves. This way reality can become whatever you want it to be;
there is no reality outside of your own mind. This is the basis of the philosophies of Existentialism.

The existentialist searches for meaning by non-logical “leaps of faith.”” These “leaps’’ may take many
forms: the commonest are experiments with sex, drugs, certain kinds of hard and acid rock music and various
Eastern techniques for achieving mystical experience. Because these searches are existential (experience-
centered) only the person who has them can know them. They ‘“do not exist” outside of himself. They do
not rest on any factual truth that can be shown to be real outside the individual’s own being. They are sub-
jective, not objective. They cannot be given to another; they cannot be seen, felt, weighed or measured by
someone else; they cannot even be described. This is individuality at its wildest. Here people have in
common at all. Each man makes up his own world; it is only real if it is real to him.

Existentialism cannot really be __ At least it cannot be explained by the existentialist, since he
does not operate in logical categories; he does not put things into files in his mind. Existentialism takes many
forms, all of which are searches that seem to bring some kind of meaning. There is Jasper’s ‘’final experience,”
Heidigger's ““Angst’’ and Satre’s “‘self-authentication by acts of the will.”” The only thing they have in common
is this: all base hope on a non-rational, non-logical, non-communicable act or experience. Here we also fit the
disciplines of transcendental médiation (which involves the use of a mantra as a concentration-point around
which the problems of life can be left behind and serenity achieved), zen, and other forms of Eastern
philosophies and religions which reach for meaning in a non-rational way. What a horrifying secular alternative
to find answers and purpose; failure here has often led to suicide.

All these ideas may temporarily soothe the mind but cannot clear the conscience. And here is the
horrible end of existentialism; here is the tragic result of such non-Christian thinking. If it is true that modern
Man can only find meaning by throwing away logic, then true meaning ultimately lies in discarding ALL
REASON. And so? Then lies in MADNESS! If meaning and mind are opposed, true freedom lies in
INSANITY. Temporary thought disconnection by the use of drugs or semi-religious rites involving this leap
could be better replaced by permanent disconnection of the mind — LOBOTOMY. Yet most young people
who begin on this search do not see where their non-rational search is leading — to the darkness of insanity.
What a choice for secular people; between and being a machine, or deeply, and going mad!
The terror of these two non-Christian extremes is impossible to adequately describe; it can only be measured
in the exploding insanity and suicide rates.

This same marks the ‘‘new theologies;”” they unify also in separating the ‘‘truth’’ of their
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religious systems from the tests of history and science. Here a “’Christian’’ experience may be ‘‘taken by faith”
WHEN THAT FAITH IS NOT BIBLE FAITH, which is never “blind.” True faith is founded in the character
and promises of God which are both open to the tests of history and science, as well as experience.

Christians often forget a vital command — “You shall love the Lord . . . with all your MIND."” God
writes His laws on our hearts and minds (Hebrews 8:10; 10:10). To combat this thinking, we must discipline our
MINDS for God. The early Church understood what they preached. The Gospel was not ““magic’’ for them. To
be saved is to come to the “’knowledge of truth’’ and ““understand’’ God’s Word (1 Timothy 2:4; Matthew 13:3).
Being simple and child-like is NOT the same as being stupid and childish. To be a true child of God is to
be a person; to live in Supreme Intelligence (Acts 17:2; 18:4; 17:17; 18:19; 24:25; 26:25; 28:23). A
child of God believes in facts and is not afraid of them; he knows true facts and true premises will always
lead closer to the God of Truth. He enjoys the wonder of worship with both his heart and mind. He has
facts to back up his experience; he knows why he believes. Without facts, men are dangerously open to deception.
The danger is this: if faith is based only on your own experience and not able to be verified, how do you
know your experience with Christ was a true experience with the Christ of the Bible? How could you be sure
that it was not just a Christ of your own imagination, or worse, a Satanic counterfeit? (Matthew 24:23-24).

Without Bible foundations, men in search of religious experiences are dangerously open to deception.
Modern man, reacting against impersonal technology is rapidly moving into a non-Christian mysticism, without
Bible content. Even the word ““Jesus’’ has become an enemy of the Person of the Lord Jesus, because people
can use it to describe a Christ of their own invention that has no relationship to the Living Lord of Scripture
and history (2 Corinthians 4:1-4). We can mark this generation with one word — DECEPTION. The Church
must open her eyes to see this spirit for what it really is, and to fight it out of all our thinking and teaching.

=== [ 8] S,Olf /tism

FAITH IN FEAR

The last of the philosophies of Hell is Spiritism. Existential searches almost always open the door to
Spiritism, which is involvement with the occult world of demonic forces. This communication with deceiving
spirits often follows a person’s hunger for the supernatural that has not been met by a powerless Churchianity.
We expect communion from our Maker. Christianity was never meant to be a blind slavery to an aloof, imper-
sonal God. We were made to know and love our Lord. Since God is a Spirit, true fellowship is not centered
on external things, or even in our souls. Fellowship with Christ takes place by direct communion in our human
spirits. The supernatural “pickups’’ of intuition and devotion that God built into every man and woman long
to share with Him, But this is the key difference: In the Bible such communion is always made with our mind
fully alert and wakeful. [See JS-3]

Spiritists are men (and even more often women) who have been tricked by a Satanic counterfeit of
Christian communion with God. Curiosity, the death of a dearly loved friend or relative, the desire for super-
natural . or reality; all may bring a seeker into contact with others who have knowingiy or unknowingly
given over their lives, senses and spirits to communication with impersonating demons. The Bible is gravely
clear in warning of the awful danger of this practice (Leviticus 19:31). God has ruled that we should only
contact His spiritual world under the rulership and guidance of the real Christ of Scripture, cleansed by His

blood and in full control of our faculties. [See PH-11-14]

Outside these safeguarding limits, a seeking person falls easy prey to the cunning traps of Satan’s
demonic world. Deception, . .. . and spiritual destruction can result from ignoring commands of God. Satan
is the “Prince of lies.” He can transform himself into an ““angel of light” like that seen on many LSD trips.
His demonic forces easily imitate the voices of dead loved ones, produce light, movement, sound or even matter.
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Some even stage mock ‘‘battles’ between themselves: when one ‘‘drives away’’ the other, the Spiritist is
convinced his demonic guide is ‘’good.”

You can be attacked if you experiment with any form of spiritist device. Divination techniques by
the |. Ching, Tarot or playing cards often open the doors to deception; fortune-telling tools like the crystal
ball, tea-leaves or palmistry are other avenues. Seemingly harmless . and horrosgopes are forms of the
same Satanic technique; to seek guidance (even in ““fun’’) from some other non-Christian source outside of the
Bible and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Directly more dangerous are experiments with the oijiah board or
seances; these techniques can put the unwary in direct contact with the forces of Hell. Any form of seeking
guidance outside of God’s methods of direction brings terrible danger and is forbidden under penalty of DEATH
in the Bible (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 19:31; 20:27; Genesis 40:8). BEWARE of any technique, game or
entertainment that directs you to even temporarily give up the conscious control of your mind and will! This
includes trancendental meditation, hard and acid rock music exposures at high levels, “‘entertainment’’ hypnosis,
religious chants and of course, the use of hallucinogenic drugs. At such unguarded moments people can be
directly attacked by demons and be invaded or even possessed by the agents of Hell. All sorcery and occultism
is condemned without reservation in Scripture (Deuteronomy 18:9-14; Exodus 7:11-12; Leviticus 19:26, 31;
20:6, 27; 1 Chronicles 10:13-14; 2 Kings 21:5-6; Isaiah 2:6; 8:19; Jeremiah 27:9-10; Zechariah 10:2; Malachi
3:5; Acts 8:9f; 16:16f; Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:8; Revelation 21:8; 22:15). [See JZ-4-6]

[From JZ-6]

The steps to demonic control usually are [1] interest or curiosity; [2] some form of experimentation

“for fun;’ (3] fulfillment of the condition of mental passivity; (4] surprise, pleasure or half-scared thrill in

discovering some supernatural reality in the experiment; [5] deeper involvement; deceiving spirit helps person

in some way to gain their trust and confidence; [6] demonic force tightens control, begins to ‘’hook’’ personality

of experimenter; [7] fear beings; slavery of the will has already developed; [8] deep periods of depression, fear

as demonic control increases; [9] total possession; strong suicide thoughts, torment. Demonic forces also can

attack if the will loses control of the personality in sins connected with violent emotlon like hatred, bitterness,
sexual lust or violence.

Spiritism is Satan’s most powerful counterfeit of New Testament Christianity. The miracles done by
witchcraft or sorcery deeply appeal to the secular thrill-seekers who will not surrender to the God of the Bible.
Scriptures reveal that the last days will bring in a revival of Spiritism (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; 1 Timothy 4:4;
1 John 4:1-3). Only Christians who pay the price to discard a “’form of godliness” (2 Timothy 3:5), can produce
the supernatural reality that is motivated and directed by the love of God. Satan can imitate miracles but he
cannot duplicate love. Spiritists often believe they are serving ‘God’’ but their god is the god of this world,
the Devil (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Now God doesn’t put on “’shows’ to impress people. The things we call “miracles’’ are common in
Heaven. God'’s new people will all be given the keys tothe secrets of His Universe. Learning supernatural powers
are not the most important thing; what is really important is to be the kind of person God can trust with
His secrets. That is why God puts so much stress on our holy walk in this world. It would be wrong for
God to share His powers with a selfish person. Think of all the damage they could do to the Universe! Satan’s
first temptation to Eve was to urge them into trying powers they were not yet mature enough to handle. The
Devil still captures men by the same suggestion — **You shall be as gods . . . ** (Genesis 3:5). God will never
"bribe’” men into serving Him. He does not respond to selfish appeals from sinners for power or control over
others with forces that ordinary people do not have.

Neither does God use miracles to ‘“‘prove’ anything. His own reality can already be known from
nature’s glories and by first truths of human intuition. He does not have to do anything “‘spooky’’ to show He
is there. Why should He give more proof? If men will not obey the light He has already given them — increas-
ing their light would only increase their condemnation. God works miracles by suspending one of His natural,
Universal laws, bringing something to pass that is humanly impossible. He sometimes grants these to deliver
His servants from danger; to transport, equip or enable someone to do work God has called them to. Other
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times, He may do something supernatural simply to stir up excitement in a place among His children so that
men might ask by what power” such things are taking place (Acts 4:7; 12:1-11; 8:39; Matthew 14:24.29;
Mark 6:7; 16:17-20). Remember that miracles are not an END, but simply one of a number of God’s MEANS.
To seek God for signs or miracles for their own sake is not only . but opens up the possibility of
Satanic deception (Luke 1:18-22; Matthew 12:39). Yet true Christianity has always advanced when the
declaration of Truth in the Lord Jesus has been coupled with a demonstration of the power of God.

Summary Chart:

These six basic ideas from Hell define the Enemy work in men’s ideas. Satan’s attacks are always
geared TO THE MIND. Whenever he is at work, you will see examples of the philosophies we have studied.
To sum up, each DENIES —

FORMALISM—MATERIALISM — God's right to people and work with them; His right to be
loved and worshipped as Creator of all mankind.
HUMANISM—MODERNISM God's revealed j"udgment of rebellion and sin; His own supernatural
powers and error-protected Book.
[3] RATIONALISM {ATHEISM) God'’s right to be recognised at all as Personal-Infinite Maker, Ruler
< and Judge of the whole earth.
[4] MARXISM (COMMUNISM) — God’s moves in history on man’s behalf; His value on the individual
man, and power to change society for the better.
[6] EXISTENTIALISM — God’s testable evidences of truth; the fusion of fact and feeling,
< reason and meaning in Bible premises of faith.
[6] SPIRITISM (OCCULT) — God’s safeguards in His Word and in His Son, the Lord Jesus; His

ultimate right to be worshipped in spirit and truth.

The first idea pair cover RELIGIOUS deceit; the second pair, ATHE!ISTIC denials and the last pair
OCCULT deception. This web interconnects the whole world of wickedness. We as Christians must take firm
steps to block such thought-attacks from our thinking and speaking. We will LIVE what wereally BELIEVE.
Now, no-one arrives at any of these things without first ignoring some protection God has made. Each one
begins when we reject one of His witnesses to truth. To be free from these false ideas we must stay clean
of sin, and live honestly for God. No-one can stand before the Great Thinker of the Universe and tell Him that
they arrived at this kind of thinking by doing everything He told them to do! ALL men who love these lies
are truly “without excuse’’ (Romans 1:20).

A religious Man’s failure usually begins when he denies God the right to him (FORMALISM)
and begins to pay too much attention to the God made (MATERIALISM). This kind of sin prompts him
to ignore God'’s warnings and get involved in over-exalting people (HUMANISM). When next he starts playing
with God’s Word he usually ends up arguing away large parts of it (MODERNISM). From there he can just strip
away all his dead religious trappings and not even call himself a “’believer in God” — (RATIONALISM). Now
he is ready to join in social movements to change mankind without God, like MARXISM. Since Communism
cannot remove his need for the spiritual and the personal, he may move into EXISTENTIALISM. This search
outside of logic (for his missing meaning) then may end with him being enslaved in the madness and darkness
of Satan’s occult world (SPIRITISM). Now, here is a prediction. Two extremes like Marxism and Spiritism
cannot properly function using people without each other. Possibly forms of both will unite as the end oftime
draws near. SATAN WILL BE SERVED. He has drawn millions along these paths of deception and hopelessness
that lead to Hell. He clouds consciences, convincing men and women of the ‘‘rightness’’ of their life of lies.
He carefully blinds others to God's warning: ““There is a way that seems right to a man, but the END of it are
the ways of DEATH’’ (Proverbs 14:12). Sinful mankind is headed for an irreversible worship of the ‘“god of
this world’’ (John 14:30).
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The Philosophy Of Discipleship

REAL Christian discipleship was designed to meet all man’s needs without the fatal flaws of darkened
human wisdom. Obeying the Bible and surrendering life to God’s direction and control reveals the many empty
promises of other philosophies and their utter powerlessness to meet the whole man’s needs. The church must
go back to Bible Christianity! Sinners can become Christians when CHRISTIANS become CHRISTIAN! It is
not easy to be a disciple. Much of what passes for Christianity today is a half-hearted attempt to reconcile the
cross-bearing life with comfortable living. We cannot be selfish and saintly too. The world has never been moved
by the mildly interested. Unless you are open to the changes of God and live in utter obedience to the Holy
Spirit’s commands, you may as well close this book now. If you want to MOVE your world, you must be
prepared to pay the high cost of discipleship! Are you ready to re-examine your premises?

What IS IS it so different from every other religion in the world? Christ’s claim is “*You
shall know the Truth and the Truth shall set you free.” Either the Gospel answers all man’s basic needs, or
Christ is an outright liar. We cannot present Christianity to the world if we are not convinced that the message
of good news is the one irrefutable REALITY that can meet every need. What makes the difference?

==== Christian vs. Religion

True Christianity is not a religion; it is people through Christ returning to normal. Religions are our
substitutes for God; through Christ God has substituted for us! The Creator put an echo of His nature in our
beings; men cannot find real peace apart from Him. We awaken to a frightening and great world in which we
are only a tiny fragment of personality. Because we learn this, nothing even partly satisfies our spirit that fails
to at least point to: (a) A Person (or Persons) able to (b) direct or take care of this awesome Universe.
Accordingly, man-made religions assume three great divisions: the worship of a PERSONAL god, an INFINITE
god or some kind of non-Christian combination of both. We can roughly divide all religions like this:

[1] The PERSONAL-finite god(s) . . . (POLYTHEISM) “The world has many gods.”

From their earliest recorded rejections of the real God, people have made up substitutes for Him that
were small to fit into their own selfish lives. Men and women have worshipped Baal, Ashteroth, Ammon
and | _ in Babylon, and Assyria; Venus, Jupiter, Zeus and Bacchus of Greece and Rome were other
ideas of a god that was personal but finite. The East added some other ideas. The Hindus, for instance, have
some ... million gods. They are all finite, unsatisfied and selfish. They use each other, and strive for fulfill-
ment, just like the humans who invented them. Although Zoroastrianism bears some resemblance to mono-
theism, it is perhaps more accurately classed under this heading, with its Supreme Being Ahurah Madza not very
much greater than the opposing ““bad” spirit Agura Mainya. No god small enough for us to copy is big
to meet all of our needs. This kind of thinking ends up in the dark religion of Animism, where people have
to placate an endless number of spirits. This gives Satan’s demonic agents plenty to do, and binds whole
countries in fear and superstition.
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[2] The Impersonal-INFINITE . .. (PANTHEISM) — "God is everything.”

Some Eastern people reacted to this confusion; they came up with ideas of a god without a face.
Such an “impersonal Something” lying at the root of both thought and matter is described, for instance, in
the Upanishads. The ancient multi-headed gods of Egypt supposedly showed facets of an Infinite Deity they
could not describe; most Eastern thinking revolves around this picture of God. Their hunger for the Infinite asa
source of peace, wisdom and power gave us Pantheism, or as Francis Shaeffer puts it Here
God is PART of creation; He is the world, the stars, the Universe, animals — and God is also Man. This is
another idea that makes Satan happy. It is the same lie he got successfully across to Adam and Eve when they
fell into sin. The Bible teaches, on the other hand, that God made a real Universe outside of Himself. If it
fell apart, He would not. Man is related to God (by creation), but is not himself God. He will always remain
finite even in God’'s family, but he will always be

Buddha began a religion. He thought that if he renounced boeth desire and individuality (within his
own high ethics) he could abolish Life ends rather awfully for a Buddhist however. He will be lost
in the “sea of Nirvanah’’ the essence of all existence. Buddha's attractive “‘eightfold path’ leads not to life but
to death — the death of personality. Today many of his followers worship at shrines and temples adorned with
his statue; this is the very opposite of his teaching! Men just cannot live when they deny personality. They will
not easily throw away their God-given uniqueness.

Confucianism is another attempt a clever Chinese made to guide the life of his people. He failed however
to banish his followers rightful anxiety over their future and the unseen world, because he simply avoided talking
about it. Taoist temples show yet another failure: set up on pantheistic lines, they are now mostly homes of
polytheistic Animism. People prefer personal demons to worshipping some ‘“‘nameless everything.” The only
thing making this kind of thinking popular with Westerners is the development of existentialism, with its
emphasis on experience without logic. It is a very impractical sort of religion for helping others.

Often used in these systems are the tools of meditation, yoga disciplines, fasting, drugs or special foods
to help achieve ‘‘cosmic’ — or ‘“God-consciousness.” Common to most Eastern religions is the Satanic lie of
reincarnation, that gives a person a reason to dissolve their own individual personalities and accept demonic
attack or madness as reality. Related closely to this, is the "’Law of Karma,” an ultimate extension of the dogma
of inherited morality and personality, which appeals for its "“neat” solution of the problem of evil and suffering.
It states that all life runs in cycles of rebirth. Each born simply suffers punishment for bad behaviour or reward
for good works in the previous life. The ““fortunate-born’ thus have just cause for self-righteousness and no real
reason to help lift the social leper. Practically it leads to intense forms of selfishness, pride and unconcern for
the miserable, as evidenced in the caste systems of India.

Because we do not know everything, we need someone to show what is right. And because we have the
ability to choose right and wrong, we must live unselfishly for all to be happy. The only person with aright
to rule everything is the person who knows everything and is not selfish. That person is qualified to be our
God and King. He will give us fair laws! We are personal and finite. We need someone who is big enough
to guard, protect and sustain us; that someone should be another person we can enjoy and share with, a person
who could be understood and loved despite his greatness.

[3] PERSONAL-INFINITE . .. (MONOTHEISM) — Only One all-powerful God.

The remaining three major religions are Islam, Judaism and multitudes of church groups commonly
called “Christian”’ in Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant forms. They unite in more or less
agreeing with the Personal-Infinite God of the Scriptures’ description, but they are still religions without a
relationship.

[a] ISLAM — knows ““no God but Allah, and Mohammed is His Prophet.” The Koran, is the supreme
and final written authority for life; Mohammed, the last of the great prophets. Adam, Abraham, Moses and
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Jesus are also listed as prophets or holy men who prefigured his final arrival to bring the Islamic faith. Islam asks
of its faithful: . (five times a day on call), a day-light hour fast of one month each year (night reserved

for feasting if recovery needed); prohibition of intoxicants, and certain foods; a to Mecca

(in person or representation) and repetition of the creed. Here Allah is served, but hardly loved; respected, but
A

not _. because He is not really personal at heart to the Moslem. The pilgrim of Islam has no peace of

heart because he can never know the outcome of his destiny in this life. He can only hope and pray that
he will be found acceptable, when his “‘good works" are done in hope of reward. Allah is never moved; whatever
happens to him is the fatalism of what ““Allah wills.”

[b] JUDAISM — in its vital form is the foundation of the New Testament revelation of God’s sacrificial
love for man. From the time of Abraham, God found faithful men who would preserve the truth of His great
and loving nature, and show the world what it meant to be a follower of the true God. Israel remains today
as the timepiece of God's calender for the outcome of history. He has specially marked Israel as His land and
His people. Although many Israelites forgot God, He has found many from the ranks of formal Judaism who
have recognized their Messiah and know how to worship the Father in Spirit and truth. Only in the New
Testament is God’s forgiveness and offer of immortality better clarified, while Old Testament blessings are
made present and extended in many ways to all nations.

r¢ th vs. Fatalism

This is where the of the Bible is so different from religions. The God it speaks about is
absolutely unique. He is BOTH Infinite AND Personal! There is no other God like Him. He is the only God who
has the qualifications to be our God and to be worshipped as such. If people would honestly study the facts
they would see that the Bible God really deserves to be loved. It is silly to put other gods before Him. If
people serve gods less than themselves, they deny their minds; if they serve gods unlike man they destroy their
own We can say that "“god is only an infinite everything,” but we will have to keep searching for an
answer to our own unique personalities. We can on the other hand say “God is personal and little,” but we will
have to find something else worth worshipping. Others may even abandon God, try to use their minds, but feel
like machines and live in black despair; also others may abandon God, but try feeling instead and start thinking
like idiots, ending up in madness and death.

No matter what lies we think up, the true God will always be there, feeling sorry for us. Face it; we
can only live sanely, rationally, meaningfully and consistently if we worship this God who is both INFINITE
and PERSONAL. This God will let us honestly think as well as feel. He reveals Himself in ways we can study
and think as well as in ways that we can love and enjoy.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the central focus of the Bible. He was no ordinary man. His birth split history
in two; His life and work alone makes Him the world’s greatest figure. But the thing that really counts is the
fact that His tomb is empty (Luke 24:5-6). That deserted grave means that Jesus is alive — NOW! (Revelation
1:8). A man was asked why he left his religion to be a Christian. He said: “’If you were walking along a road
and saw two leaders and teachers at the fork of that road — one dead and the other alive — whichk one would
you ask the way?” And that is the secret of the Gospel. We serve a living Christ. He is not some past “'static
example.” He is actively involved with our world. The history of all other faiths show blind obedience to
unchanging futures and uncaring Gods. But the God of the Bible is not like that. He is a MOVING God working
with creative mankind in a changing world. And He is neither too small to help us, or too imperscnal to care.

[See TS-9, 11]

You can see the fixed futures of other faiths. The Moslem’s God is not personally involved with his
follower. Whatever happens, was “‘Allah’s will.”” What does Allah care about his choices? A man cannot change
Allah’s mind. Look at the poor Buddhist, with no power to affect his destiny. His ambition is to sink himself
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into hoping after countless reincarnations to become part of the great Universal, uncaring stream

of Time. Listen to the chanted prayers of the follower of Rome’s brand of religion; how can he know what is

true when only the church he serves can interpret for him? And how does he feel when his “infallible’’ church
her truths?

See the Marxist working with his “inevitable law’’ of history. If his dialectic fates him to rule the
world, he can hope for happiness even when he feels deep inside he is really heading for Hell. Even some
Christians think of God as the Great ““Fixer,” pulling the strings behind everything people do. We are “only
puppets’’ on a gigantic stage called Life that God is amusing Himself with. No wonder Baudelaire said: .*'If
there is a God, He is the Devil.” And little wonder that some theologians have up their reason in trying
to defend such a God, saying hopefully but blindly in the face of evil — "“Yet, God is good.”

Could God possibly care for earth’s teeming millions; could He even want to care? If God
the contradictions of beauty and ugliness in our lives, if we are only pawns on God’s giant chessboard of triumph
and tragedy, it is hard to help feeling hurt when terrible things happen to our world, no matter how much we
trust God. He becomes more and more impersonal and far-off. But is God REALLY like that?

Then Jesus came! Into our world blazed the light of an amazing revelation. God cared for us; He still
cares. He is concerned about every detail of our lives. The most wonderful revelation of the Bible is the glimpse
it gives us of God's nature. We see a CONCERNED, FEELING God, not one of indifferent power; One Who is
touched with our hurt (Hebrews 4:15). We see a God Who is saddened by our misery and grieved over our
insane rebellion.

We even see a God Who is willing to CGHANGE HIS PLANS when we ask Him! (Psalm 106:40-45;
Genesis 18:20-32; Exodus 32:7-14; Jeremiah 18:5-10; 26:3; Joel 2:13; 2 Kings 20:1-7). We see a God Who is
so really PERSONAL it makes us weep at what has happened to His world and to His heart. We see the
REAL God by the Book He has given us — and our wondering souls discover that He is love!

But this God made us in the finite, miniature likeness of Himself — able to choose, free to do right or
wrong. God gave us rules of action, suited to our nature. He set up moral penalties to limit disobedience that
could eventually hurt the rest of His Universe. The Bible shows us that we can make only one of two supreme
choices; the choice to serve ourselves or the choice to put God first in our lives and live as a result for the
highest good of His Universe.

All plans we make in life will depend on which of these choices we make. We are usually left to
choose for ourselves. If we go _ we cannot ruin His goals since He can bring penalties on any rebel sinner.
These punishments (both personal, such as disharmony and __ , and . such as the .

, . and exclusion from eternal life) act as limiters to the amount of damage we can bring on ourselves
and our world. God, in loving mercy, longs to put off this punishment in the hope that sinners will turn to

their Friend Who has always loved them despite their sin.

God rarely uses force with His moral creation. But since the fall, God has sometimes had to use an
control. The Bible calls it “’hardening the heart.” Here he specially over-rules man’s free will in
emergencies (Exodus 11:9-10; Deuteronomy 2:25; Joshua 11:20; 1 Kings 22:19-23; Psalm 22:28;66:7; Proverbs
21:1; Jeremiah 32:27-30; 50:9; Daniel 4:17, 32; Zephaniah 3:8; John 7:30; 18:31-32; 19:9-11;, Romans 13:1;
Revelation 17:17). In such ““Will-freezes” God does not hold men responsible; His judgments only apply to
men’s free choices. The “will-freeze’’ is used to govern or fulfill some of His prophecies. He NEVER decides
your choice for ... your own response to His call will determine your eternal destiny. You see, no
informed Christian is a fatalist; he is both a true realist and a happy optimist. He can and must be both!

Men are not a robot race. We are the “unprogrammed’’ creation. God has done all He can to help save
fallen people; now He calls US to join the Divine effort! He has deliberately chosen to limit Himself to our free
response in the carrying out of His will (Ezekiel 3:17-18; 33:7-8; John 17:17-23; Acts 1:8). We can grieve God
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or make Him _ _ by our lives! Many of the Father’s future decisions depend on our own. This is why you
must go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. Christ does not delay His coming; His
followers delay it! (Matthew 24:14). God is now extending all the help He can give. The rest is up to

YOU. The key to save this generation is in OUR hands! (1 Corinthians 3:9).

God is not hindered by time. He has all eternity to accomplish His will. He is not limited by resources —
the whole earth is His. He is not hindered by lack of power or of wisdom or ability. He is limited only by
those He created free who do not serve Him with a perfect heart and a willing mind . . . He is limited by
MAN’S DISOBEDIENCE (Psalm 78:41). He wants YOU to help Him carry out His goal (John 20:21).

Will YOU become a disciple — a learner — a young person who will obey Him? Will you learn at His
nail-scarred feet? Will you put your life completely at His disposal to do as He commands? Will you WORK
WITH GOD? Will you rebel or obey? Will you be a FAILURE — or will you CHANGE YOUR WORLD?

“LORD — HERE AM [:
SEND —
My Sister |

My Brother [ |
(Someone else?) .

’ ME! a

"“GOD GAVE US TWO ENDS: ONE TO THINK WITH; THE OTHER TO SIT ON. OUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON WHICH
END WE USE. HEADS WE WIN — TAILS WE LOSE.”



“Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be which find it. ..
Wherefore their fruits ye shall know them® (Matthew 7:14, 20).

Judas

(WHO DIDN'T MAKE IT)

““Jesus was troubled in spirit and said . ..
‘One of you will betray Me." "’

John 13:21
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PHASE: 2.. 5 _. To Live
SECTION: 2.. “I” For ¢ Or Real Salvation?
MATERIAL: Of True Conversion

It swings in the wind. It's a shell, an empty house. The one who once lived in this thing on a tree
has gone out into eternity. Before it falls and breaks apart in the field we know what it is. It is a body — a
dead human body. Judas will never live again.

Judas appeared to be real. He was a disciple. The Lord Jesus Himself chose him after a night of prayer.
He did miracles with the other disciples. He was trusted by everyone, had the right language and appearance,
but he turned out to be an apostate. Judas fooled everyone but Jesus. And now, how about YOU? Are you
really a Christian? By the end of this section you will know for sure!

Groundwork -

The Man In The Mirror =~==

Who am 1? Why am | here? Where am | going? These are basic questions of life.
The Bible answers begin before Time itself, and starts at the best place to find any
answers — with God.

When everything began, God was . there, making it all happen. He said:
Light — BE!" and power beyond imagination exploded into reality; fiery energies spun
into atomic chains. Undreamed-of forces moulded matter out of nothingness. The Creator
lit the fires of a million worlds at once, and the stars and planets all began. He set up
forces, forces of infinite to guide His new Universe; we call them the ““laws
of Science’” now, and study their awesome testimony to God’'s wisdom in the laboratories of the world
(1 Chronicles 29:11-12; Job 37-38; Isaiah 45:5, 7, 12). Then He made a special world. There were already
billions in His Universe, but this tiny, blue-green planet was to be very special in His eyes. God called His new
and beautiful little world — Earth (Genesis 1:1-10; Isaiah 45:18; Exodus 19:6; Psalm 24:1).

He Earth LIFE, filling it with plants, fishes and birds; He made the animal kingdom, an astonishing
display of His love and wisdom. To these creatures He gave built-in control systems geared to signals from the
world around them. Each tiny creature without ability of mind was carefully programmed to carry out its tasks
without mistake or error, from generation to generation; each performs complex actions in a mindless testimony
to the Genius Who built them. We call these guiding forces “/laws of instinct’’ (Genesis 1:20-25; Job 39:1-30;
Psalm 104:10-30).

Then God was ready to crown His new creation with His most wonderful work. No-one knew the love
that existed in the fellowship of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. There was no-one like Them in the
whole Universe; no-one had ever experienced Their happiness. The whole beautiful creation was waiting for
“ creature who could share something with God. And so the Godhead decided to extend Their love. They
said — “Let us make man in our image’ (Genesis 1:26). Mankind was formed from the elements of the dust
in supernatural creation, in finite, miniature likeness to God Himself. The first lovely pair of human people were
created to begin a race destined for greatness as a part of God’s very own life and family! Man was made
a beautiful being, perfect in every respect. To understand just how far we have fallen from this perfection, we
need to understand our own make-up. Our wonderful gifts make us the only creature made in God’s image.
Our three-fold nature is a reflection of the Godhead. It is represented in a very limited way by the following
diagram. Just use it as a very rough picture of Man,
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Man - A Triple Trinity

WILL
BONE/‘

BODY REASON SPIRIT

FLESH
> BLOOD CONSCIENCE /DEVOTION

SECTION 1 — Your BODY — the ““house’ you live in.

BONES — A 206-part structure for of vital organs and some protection for delicate
innards (Genesis 2:23; Job 10:11; Psalm 22:14, 17; John 19:36).

FLESH — All tissue of the body — nerve, muscle, skin and hair. All “working parts’’ that give you
movement, feeling and appearance (Genesis 2:7; Psalm 139:14-16; John 24:39).

BLOOD — The body’s life-factor — carries food, air and a police and garbage disposal system! The
“life of the flesh’” is in the blood (Leviticus 17:14; Deuteronomy 12:23; Acts 17:26). The body begins from a
tiny cell smaller than a pin-head. Following God’s amazing built-in design code, new cells build in a pattern laid
down before the world began.

SECTION 2 — Your SOUL — the real person. Every choice you make in life will help create this inner
you — and help decide your destiny.

EMOTION — (Sense, desire responses of the body). Desire: Job 23:13; 1 Samuel 23:20; 2:16;
Deuteronomy 14:26; 12:20; Psalm 84:2; 42:1; 42:2; 63:1; 107:9; 119:20; 143:6; Isaiah 26:8-5; Ezekiel 24:21;
Ecclesiastes 2:24. Pleasure: Psalm 35:9; 49:18; 34:2; 86:4; 94:19; 107:9; Proverbs 13:9; 29:17; 16:24;
Ecclesiastes 2:24; lsaiah 55:2; (Amp.) Isaiah 61:10; Matthew 12:18; Luke 1:46; Hebrews 10:38. Affection:
1 Samuel 18:1; 20:17; Song of Solomon 1:7; 3:1-4; Deuteronomy 6:5. Disaffection: Romans 2:9; 2 Samuel
5:8; Numbers 21:5; Job 10:1; (Dby) Psalm 11; 107:18; (Dby) Jeremiah 4:31; 14:19; Job 33:20; (Dby)
Zechariah 11:8. Discouragement: Numbers 21:4; Job 10; Psalm 42:5-6; 31:9; 6:3; 7:2; 44:25; 57:6; 88:3;
107:5; 116:7; Job 30:25; 27:2; 24:12; 21:25; 14:22. Hurt or Grief: 1 Samuel 30:6; 1:10; 2 Kings 4-27;
(Amp.) Judges 10:16; 16:16; Job 3:20; 19:2; 7:1; Jeremiah 13:17; Isaiah 38:15; Matthew 26:38; Luke 2:35;
John 12:27; 2 Peter 2:8.

REASON — (Working out, thinking through faculty; thoughts and memory). Knowledge: Psalm 13;
139:14; (Dby) 143:8; Proverbs 19:2; (Dby) Proverbs 2:10; 2:3; 24:14; Isaiah 8:4; 58:3; Joshua 23:14; Acts
24:22; 24:8. Thought: Proverbs 23:7; Lamentations 3:20; 2 Peter 2:14; 2 Corinthians 3:14; 4:4; 11:3 (mind
is the word ““thought” in the last four passages). Wisdom: Exodus 35:35; 36:1; 1 Kings 4:29; Psalm 51:6; 90:1;
Proverbs 2:10; 15:32; 24:14; 19:8; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Isaiah 33:6; Acts 14:22. Mind: Genesis 23:8; 2 Samuel
17:8; 2 Kings 9:15; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Jeremiah 15:1; Ezekiel 23:17; 24:25; 36:5; Deuteronomy 18:6; 28:65;
1 Chronicles 22:7; Jeremiah 51:50; Acts 14:2; Romans 14:15; Ephesians 4:17; Colossians 2:18; Philippians
1:27; Hebrews 12:3. Deuteronomy 11:1; Lamentations 3:20; Proverbs 10:14; Isaiah 43:26; Ecclesiastes
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12:1; Matthew 5:23; Luke 16:25; 1:72; Philippians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 3; 2 Timothy 1:3, 5; 2 Peter 1:13, 15;
3:1. Pride, a disposition of the mind to think itself better or worse than it actually is is also ascribed to
the soul (2 Chronicles 32:26; Psalm 24:4; Proverbs 28:25; Daniel 5:20).

VOLITION — (Power of free choice; ability to pick or choose between alternatives presented to the
mind.) Often, the supreme choice of a man’s life is called the HEART, being the centre and source of all the
moral life, and involving control of the directly, and to a lesser and indirect sense, the state of the

The will is the command-post of the soul, the central headquarters of the personality. Man has the
ability to originate his own actions.

WILL — Exodus 35:29; Deuteronomy 21:14; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Ezekiel 16:27; Psalm 27:12; 41:2;
Isaiah 1:19; Mark 14:26; John 7:17; 1 Corinthians 7:37; 9:17; 2 Peter 1:21; 3:5; Colossians 2:23; 2 Corinthians
8:3; Revelation 22:17. A number of these words translated "“will” are in the original “’soul.” Choice or refusal:
Job 6:7; (Amp.) 7:15; (Dby) Psalm 77:2; Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15; 24:22; 1 Samuel 17:40; 2 Samuel
24:12; Job 9:14; 34:33; Proverbs 1:29; 3:31; Isaiah 7:15; 66:3; Acts 15:40. Lift up: Ezekiel 24:25; Jeremiah
44:14, Habakkuk 2:4.

SECTION 3 — Your SPIRIT — is not understood by many.

This makes man different from the animals. The Bible separates the Holy Spirit and the human spirit.
God gave of Hisown Being to form a life-link from creation to Creator. This spirit formed within man (Zechariah
12:1) though a distinct entity from the Holy Spirit is a God-born faculty that connects us with the spiritual
world, and returns to the Creator at death (Romans 8:16; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 23:46). When a man is
converted to Christ, the Holy Spirit indwells his spirit; without Jesus, a human spirit can become the habitation
of demonic forces. It is NOT merely the animating factor of soul and body. The Bible uses many passages like
the following where the word “pneuma” cannot be translated just as ““wind’’ or "breath,’’ although both soul
and spirit are used to describe any INVISIBLE power at work (Mark 2:8; 8:12; Luke 1:47; 10:21; John 4:23;
11:33; 13:21; Acts 18:5; Romans 1:9; 8:6; 1 Corinthians 2:11; 5:3, 5; 14:14; 15, 32).

Man’s spirit has functions of intuition, conscience and devotion. It is the last part of man’s being to
develop as he grows from infancy to early childhood and morality:

CONSCIENCE — (A comparison standard, designed to compare revealed truth from God with the
record of the mind). Like a sensitive watch, it is a useful standards’ check if obeyed. A watch can tell time,

but does not SET standards. It is . . to standard and needs to be constantly checked against this for
accuracy. Conscience always gives the right "“time’ provided it is not seared or tampered with by sin. It serves
as a built-in alarm system, or man'’s moral choices and judgments (Deuteronomy 2:30

Psalm 34:18; 51:10; John 8:9; 13:21;. Acts 17:16; 24:16; Romans 8:16; 9:1; 1 Corinthians 8:7; 5:3; 2 Corin-
thians 1:12; 2:13; 4:2; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 Timothy 1:5; 4:2; Titus 1:15; 1 Peter 3:16, 21).

[From JD-11]

INTUITION — (Ability to be inside; direct of knowledge without the reason; ‘‘sixth-

sense’ or ""E.S.P.” is a function of intuition.) Here God reveals truth and the moral law directly to the mind of

moral man after the ’age of accountability’” and this function is variously called "light,” “inspiration,”

"wisdom,”” "‘understanding,” sometimes of the ‘mind’’ (Psalm 43:3; 56:13; Proverbs 6:23; Job 32:8; Matthew

26:41; Mark 2:8; 8:12; John 11:33; Isaiah 11:2; Exodus 35:31; 1 Kings 4:29; Daniel 5:11-12, 14; Luke 24:45;

John 3:19; Acts 18:25; 20:22; 1 Corinthians 14:14-15, 19; 16:18; 2 Corinthians 7:13; Colossians 1:9; 2:2;
2 Timothy 2:7; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 John 2:10).

DEVOTION — (The ability to worship, adore and praise God in the spirit; the faculties of the soul are
inadequate to worship Him; He has given us a spirit so we may commune with Him directly without the limita-
tions of human understanding or feeling). Leviticus 27:21;1saiah 26:9; Zechariah 12:10; Luke 1:47; 2:13, 20;
10:21; John 4:23; Acts 17:23; Romans 1:9; 7:6; 8:15; 8:16; 1 Corinthians 6:17, 20; 14:15-16; Ephesians 2:18;
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Philippians 2:1; Colossians 1:8; 2:5; Revelation 10:10; 21:10.

Although a number of Scriptures at first glance ascribe the same work to both soul and spirit (because
under certain conditions either one can control the other) the Bible is most careful to distinguish « them.
They are distinct in their function and very nature. Man has been made in the image of his Maker, heisa
tripartite being who functions as a unity. Paul is careful to keep the distinction in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 when he
prays, “May the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly; and may your SPIRIT and SOUL and BODY be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Word of God divides the SOUL and
SPIRIT (Hebrews 4:12) again showing the distinction. Genesis 2:7 shows God breathing into man the breath of
LIVES (chay — plural form). The human spirit and earthly body together form the elements of the central
entity of the human being — his soul. 1 Corinthians 15:45 uses ‘egeneto E/S psuchen zosan’ for “‘became a living
soul”” with the “eis” local, implying that the soul is the meeting-place of the body and the spirit. The soul, once
formed, functions as an independent, indissoluble element from spirit and body.

Before conversion, the spirit of man is cut off from God, and often seems to function no differently
than his soul, since it is completely controlled and directed by the soul (Genesis 41:8; Judges 8:3; (Dby) Proverbs
14:29; 17:22; Isaiah 29:24; 65:14; Daniel 5:20, etc). God’s way is for the spirit of man to direct the soul,
while itself under the direction of the Holy Spirit of God.

Scripture shows man can make his own choices and is responsible for them:Genesis 3:11; Deuteronomy
11:26-28; 27:1, 10, 26; 28:1-2; 28:15, 45-48, 58; 30:15-20; Joshua 24:15; 24:20-24; 1 Samuel 7:3; 8:7; 1 Kings
18:21; lIsaiah 1:19-20; 66:3-4; Jeremiah 18:7-10; 21:8; 36:3, 7; Ezekiel 5:11; 20:7-8; Matthew 23:37; Luke
10:42; 19:14; John 1:11; 3:36; 5:40; 7:17; Acts 7:51; Romans 6:16-18; Hebrews 11:25; 1 John 2:17. God has
entrusted man with the SAME ability of free choice that He Himself has.

Man was given a moral nature like God. Like the Father, he was given ability to create, by originating
his own choices; like the Spirit, he was given the capacity to communicate in direct fellowship
with God; like the Son, he was given a material body, with the ability of physical senses. Just as the whole
Godhead act in harmony, man’s united being always acts as a unity. This total response was given 'to us sothat
all of our beings could enjoy God’s love.

The Father placed witnesses to Himself all around us that speak to every part of our lives. As we grow,
like Jesus, in wisdom and stature, in favour with God and man, we learn more and more of the wonderful
privileges He gave us.

God’s Testimonies To Man

Look at the following four witnesses He gave for each of our four basic endowments:

[1] OUR BODIES — The Revelatiori of NATURE in CREATION.

Man’s ENVIRONMENT was made beautiful in the beginning. It is hard not to think of God when you
look at the sweep of the stars, feel the warm sun or smell a fragrant flower. David said ‘“The heavens declare
the glory of God and the firmament (the earth) shows His handiwork’’ (Psalm 19:1).'Day after day our environ-
ment was to speak to us of God (Psalm 8:3-6; 24:1; 136:1-9; Jeremiah 51:15).

~— ... ECOLOGY — the close harmony of our life with the animal and plant life of thisworld — was
also designed to turn our thoughts to God. Adam and Eve were placed in a garden to dress and keep it. They
were given the animals to play with and love. All of God’s other creations depend on Him for their life.
Listen again to David: ““Oh Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth
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is full of Your riches . . . these all wait upon You; that You may give them their meat in due season’”
(Psalm 104:24; 28; 65:5-13).

All men everywhere have seen these witnesses. They point unmistakeably to God. No-one has a good
excuse for never thanking Him or worshipping Him. This is the point Paul makes in Romans 1:19-20, when he
gives one reason why people who have never heard of Jesus can still be guilty of rejecting truth to make God
angry with them (Psalm 19:1; Isaiah 40:26; Jeremiah 10:12).

(2] OUR SOULS — The Revelation of REASON in GOD'S WORD.

Our PERSONALITY tells us a lot about the God Who made us. It is this that makes us sure we are
not accidents of time and chance. Our thoughts, feelings and free will all provide equipment with which we can
learn some things about life and our Maker. When we think, we can see in a very small way how God reasons.
When we feel hurt or happy, we learn a little more about God’'s own feelings. When we are faced with a
difficult choice, we can know on a tiny scale what our Great Friend has to do when He faces problems. Besides
the testimonies of nature, the written Word of God (the Bible), appeals directly to our souls. It moves our
feelings, enlightens our minds and challenges our wills. Although the Bible is not the only source of our
knowledge of God, it is His main one. People who do not have the Bible will be judged according to the
knowledge they DID have of God from other sources; but if we also know what God says in His Book we
have far less excuses for hurting Him.

[From JL-6]

TEMPERAMENT is a testimony to the unique blend God makes of each person’s inherited traits.

Each of us are born with a special balance of feeling, thinking and directive abilities that set us apart from

everyone else. These inherited balances influence the way we react to certain kinds of situations. Some of us

tend to be more purposeful and fiery; others cooler and more careful. Some people are always acting cheerfully;

others rather sensitive and melodramatic. Temperament is the ‘““soul’s essential response to its surroundings.’

It is good to recognise that not all people react to things in the same way. This is one more evidence of

God’s provision for keeping us unique and special. As we grow, we find we are absolutely distinct from all

of His other children; our fingerprints, hair, voice prints and everything about us mark us out in His eyes from
everyone else. How lovely of God to give us these distinctions!

Remember this about temperaments; God uses them as He has given them to us. Do nottryto. .
yours. Temperament has nothing to do with your character, your love to God, or His love for you. You can do
both good and bad things with your temperament. The same kind of purposefulness and natural strength of
will that can make a man a fiery prophet for God can also be a real temptation for him to be angry or mad
if things do not go his way. The one who has a steady temperament can tend to be lazy; the man who is
always. _ _ can become shallow; the sensitive girl can get and . . easily. Give your tempera-

ment as it is to God for Him to make the best use of.

As we yield our lives to the control and direction of the Holy Spirit, our personalities will be shaped
by Him into the image of the Lord Jesus. We must often stay in God’s Word to give it time to affect our
whole beings. The truth of the Bible will flow through our lives, to be expressed by our temperaments in
whatever work God gives us.

[3] OUR SPIRITS — The revelation of INTUITION by the HOLY SPIRIT.

INTUITION is a function of our human spirits that can put us in touch with God and His truth

~ information from any of our five senses. God has made us moral like Himself. Since being moral involves

| _ what is right, He has made sure that we would instinctively sense wrong choices. God did not only
write His law in the Bible. Through intuition He writes it on every heart.

The first function of intuition is to make us aware of God. Just as a growing baby with physical hunger
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to be given physical food; and when developing intellectual hungers to find knowledge, so there
comes a time in all of our lives when we sense a spiritual hunger and know that God is there waiting to meet
us. We call this time of awakening in children ““the age of accountability.” It is probably later for children
who grow up in non-Christian homes than it is for those who have earlier been exposed to the Gospel of Christ.
But all men have it. Although non-Christians have not felt the indwelling presence of God, intuition gives all
people a very clear witness to God'’s reality and claims.

Men also have the SENSE OF MORAL LAW. God has written the clear understanding into our beings
that we should not be selfish. Everyone starts off knowing right from wrong. It comes independent of our
education and training, when we develop God-consciousness. God’s moral law — the rule of right action — is
given through our intuition, and through conscience directly appeals to our reason (John 1:9; 3:19-20; Romans
1:18-19).

It is a strange thing, but selfishness has never been admired. No creed or religion in history has thought
well of the man who betrayed those who loved and helped him the most, or became a coward to save his
own neck. Even dedicated Marxists have annual twinges of conscience. This rule God gave us — the rule of
fairness — is known by all races, regardless of language, religion or training. Both “civilised’’ and ‘’savage’’ know
this inwritten law of happiness. As long as a person can function as a moral being, it will throw light on
their conduct.

Now as this law directly appeals to our minds for acceptance, it can be fought off and its force dimmed
by reasoning it away. It is not a force law like the instinct of animals. It directs by influence, not by
control. If we do not want to obey it, we can always think up enough excuses why we shouldn’t. Men can
always “‘supress the truth in unrighteousness’’ and be ‘‘taken captive through philosophy and empty decep-
tion according to the tradition of men’” (Romans 1:18; Colossians 2:8, ASB). We can fight it or forget it for
a while; argue with it or try to ignore it, but it is God's witness to right regardless, and we know it is there. Paul
shows that in sinful men . . . “Their conscience also bears witness . . . their thoughts the mean while ac-
cusing or else excusing one another’’ (Romans 2:15; Acts 17:27-28; 2 Timothy 4:3-4).

While the Gospel greatly adds guilt to those who reject it, it is not God’s original basis of condemning
sin. The Bible shows us that God judges all men according to the DEGREE or amount of moral “light” they
have. (“’Light” is a Bible figure of speech meaning that which shows us what we ought to do.) The heathen
may know far less about God than the church member. God will judge the heathen for what he really knew,
and the church member by the same rule. He is perfectly fair and just with all men. GUILT is exactly equal
to the amount of light known and rejected. (“There is no respect of persons with God; as many as have
sinned without law [the Ten Commandments, or written, taught knowledge of right and wrong] shall also

perish without the law . . . for when the heathen, which have not the law, do BY NATURE [moral law]
the things contained in the law, these . . . are a law unto themselves.”’) (Romans 2:1-16; Luke 12:47-48;
Matthew 11:20-24; John 12:35-36; 46-48; 15:22-24; 16:8-11; James 4:17). [See TS-1-4]

[4] OUR SOCIETY — The revelation of WITNESS by CHRIST and CHRISTIANS.

God has given us one more testimony of His love. When He first set up our human family, He made
us so that we could learn from and enjoy each other. Human friendship is a very beautiful thing under God.
Friends and sweethearts could both experience His goodness together (1 Samuel 18:1-3; Ephesians 5:24-25,
28-33; 1 Peter 3:7). He made us “members of one another’” (Ephesians 4:25) and there is no closer link on
earth than that between people who really know and love Him (Acts 2:41-47; 1 John 1:3-4, John 17:21-23).
When others find out more about God, they can share their discoveries about Him. This gives us another way
to learn about His greatness. All the different people that live in our world give God the chance to show us
just how many ways He can meet our needs.

Right EDUCATION helps people know about God. The Creator gave us minds to learn, to be excited
about the truths of His Universe. When we start with the right picture of our world, and find out just how
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God has fitted everything together, learning is a thrill. As we do one thing God shows us, we become ready to
learn again. Each discovery should add to the excitement of the previous one; there was to be no end of this
increase in happiness when man first followed his Maker. What we learn in our _ . through our intellect, we
should also feel right about in our spirits through intuition.

This is why God makes the family so important. We learn first of all what God is like by looking at
our parents. They have a responsibility to give their children the right picture of Him. Our souls develop long
before our spirits. The patterns we learn early in life should match the ones His spirit will give us later. A
child needs to see a little bit of what God’'s love is like when he sees that his father and mother love each
other, and that they love him. When he begins to ask questions, his parents should tell him the truth in answers
that will help him love and respect his Heavenly Father (Ephesians 6:1-4; Proverbs 23:22-25).

Proper EXAMPLES of a God-honouring life are also needed to help young people form pictures of
what people who do love God look like. Two thousand years ago, God did the most wonderful thing possible
to give us an idea of how to live. He Himself became a man, and walked on our planet for about thirty-three
years. We have a record of His life in the Bible. He went through the same problems we do every day. He
never broke His Father’s law, and He never hurt His Father’s heart. He can give us the power to live in the
same way. He was the best example of love our world has ever seen (Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 2:14-15;
4:15; 5:5-9; 1 Peter 2:22).

So also today, God needs people who will do what He tells them. This is the real purpose of the
Christian’s work on earth. People all around the world have not seen what God can do in a life. We must
show them. They have witnesses of God from many places, as we have seen; but there is nothing more
than a person who is actually DOING what they know deep-down inside they should do. God’s plan for His
runaway world is to “re-incarnate’’ His Word in human flesh as people surrender up their rebellion and accept
His offer of life. The world needs living witnesses of God's love. We must be those witnesses (1 John 2:14-17;
Acts 26:16-18; Matthew 5:14-16; Acts 1:8).

The Conditions Of
Happiness

There are two conditions of human happiness. They are [1] Common true KNOWLEDGE; (2] Common
UNSELFISHNESS. There will never be unity or peace between people until they can at least meet these two
conditions. If two friends do not agree, their friendship is in danger; if a husband and wife will not agree, their

. is headed for the rocks; if a nation cannot agree, crime and anarchy will stalk the streets; and because
our countries cannot agree, people are now afraid of nuclear annihilation. God says — ““Can two walk together
except they be agreed?’’ (Amos 3:3).

But take the first condition. How can a finite man agree with another as to what is true and valuable?
He really is not able to, because he cannot always see what “valuable” is. That is why we all need God. He has
promised to show us what we need to know, provided we will use this knowledge wisely. Although we are all
finite, we have an Infinite Friend Who can answer any real problem. That is one reason why God has a . __.
to all of our lives, whether we have given them to Him or not. If two people cannot agree using their limited
knowledge, they can go to God or His Word and find a principle or direction for an answer. Not many people
want to do this today. It is little wonder that our world is in so much trouble and has so many problems.

The second condition is just as important. Knowledge is not enough. Unless we are also willing to do
that which we honestly see as the best thing, our knowledge will only get us into more trouble. Our world is
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generally rather clever today; it also is probably the most frightened and confused world of all time. It is not
enough to know what is right; we must also be willing to do it. Begin with selfish people and you will
always wind up with selfish societies, no matter what they call themselves, and no matter how much they know.
That is why God has given us a law. It is not a suggestion, or advice; it is a command. God has made it a
law because all happiness — not only His, but that of every creature in the Universe — depends on it. No-one
can afford to break it. God must be sure that everyone will obey it. If its direction was ever rejected by
a moral creature, his selfishness left unchecked could end up turning the Universe into Hell. This law is called
in the Bible — LOVE. There is no more important rule in all of God’s Universe.

The Law Of Love

[From JN-1]

We have already seen that God has an infinitely great Being and is an indescribably lovely Person.

Now the next amazing thing we find out about God is that He is like this because He has chosen to be!
God Himself has a law to keep.

God didn’t just ““make up’ this law. It has always been in the Universe as long as God Himself has
been here, because it is something just naturally true about His life. To understand it, we must see this one
simple idea; that God is valuable for His own sake. We all know without really thinking about it that anything
that is important must be worth choosing above something else not as important. Do you see that the VALUE
of an object IN ITSELF creates the reason for us to choose it, if we can honestly see that it IS the most
valuable object? Its VALUE obligates us.

Now God'’s law is based on this idea. It is not something He invented, but rather something that has
_ been true, in the very nature of things. The BASIS of this law is not God’'s IDEAS or WILL, but
rather the value of His eternal BEING.

You know that God thinks (1 Samuel 2:35; Isaiah 1:18; 41:21; 55:8-9; Jeremiah 29:11; Exodus
32:7-14; 2 Kings 19:14-28; Micah 6:1-3) and feels like us (Genesis 6:5-6; 2 Chronicles 16:9; Psalm 78:38;
95:10-11; Isaiah 12:1; Ezekiel 6:9-10; Micah 7:18-19; Matthew 18:23, 27, 34-35; Luke 15:7, 10). He can
also CHOOSE between two things (Genesis 1:26; 3:22-24; 6:6, 12-13; 9:11-12; Exodus 32:7-14, 30-33;
2 Kings 20:5-6; Isaiah 12:1; Acts 1:7; 1 John 4:14). He can originate choice. These qualities make up what
we call His MORAL ATTRIBUTES. He can control what He does. He has power over His own power,fo make
amazing and infinitely wise decisions, directed by these powers of His incredibly wonderful personality.

But God’'s BEING functions quite apart from His character. He did not create this; He has always
had this spiritual , self-existent Being, just like we have a body to live in. This infinite Being is distinct from
His personality. Out of its powers He fashioned man and his world. With its energies He upholds the lives and
happiness of all creation (Colossians 1:17). It is the source of all life; nothing would live if He withdrew His
care from us. All of God’'s powers flow from His Being. Since everyone’s happiness depends on these powers,
God Himself has a responsibility to take care of them. And here is the ultimate basis of God’s law. Since
everyone's life hangs on His well-being, God MUST will His own highest good as the wisest possible act. If He
decided otherwise, He would be unwise; His infinitely wonderful mind has never made a foolish choice. He is

to rule Himself and His creation for everyone’s highest good. Just as we are responsible to love and
take care of our lives, God is responsible to love and take care of His. You can see how this is the most
valuable thing in the Universe.

God is not important just because He said so, but because He actually IS the most valuable person
in the Universe. When we see that the Bible calls Him ““good’ it means something to us. God is good because
He always keeps this law of valueableness. That is why we should all choose it, just as God does. God's love-
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law is founded in His not His will. Since His being is separate from His will, the law obligates His
will; He himself can choose to be good. That is why the words ““God is love’’ mean something when applied
to God. God has a law to keep Himself, and He keeps it. “’Love’ is not just something He invented. It is the
way of a supremely intelligent life, and it is the way God chose to live. God has the greatest responsibilities
in the Universe, and He meets them ALL. There are few more awesome things in the Bible than knowing that.

What Went Wrong?

Adam and Eve awoke in a world of loveliness. Made as a tiny replica of their Heavenly Father, having
in finite miniature the abilities and qualities of God, they were given His law of love to live by. The first
man and his lovely wife walked and talked with God in the garden paradise that was Eden. There was no
sickness, pain or death. There was no sin or rebellion in the world. Man was supremely happy, healthy and
content. God saw everything that He had made was ‘‘very good’ (Genesis 1:26-31).

Only one thing remained to be done. Before Adam was granted the gift of eternal life, he had to
prove to God that he could be trusted. A test of his loyalty was given him. A forbidden tree grew in the
garden. Its fruit could extend his light beyond that which he had yet proved himself worthy to be given.
Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat of it, lest they fall into the same selfish quest for power that had turned
Lucifer, prince of the angels into Satan (lsaiah 14:12-15). God was very clear in His warning. He made ‘sure
that they understood how important their test was. It was the only way they could be tested for the glorious
future God had in store for them. He guarded this most solemn law of the Universe, by the greatest possible
penalty. It was called — DEATH; it was an awful but absolute necessity if a moral being should ever do some-
thing insane as to break this protecting law. It would simply and finally cut him off from interfering with
anyone else’s happiness.

Incredibly enough, that tragedy Eve, tempted by Satan in the form of a serpent, took the
forbidden fruit. In a perfect environment, surrounded by everything he could wish for, Adam also ate the
fruit, joining his wife in deliberate sin. It opened his eyes to evil. Right there man became both morally and
physically ruined! Sin entered the world, and with it death, as Adam and Eve gave in to selfishness against
the clear warning of God. The first pangs of guilt struck terror into our first parents’ hearts as they heard,
through the still air of evening, God'’s voice calling for them in the garden. In unspeakable sadness, God was
forced to clamp down His Divinely-appointed penalties. Man was turned out of the Garden lest he take also
of the fruit of the tree of life and become immortal in sin — a second Satan! The ground was cursed, so that
man would have to labour in future to live; he would have less time for self-pleasing and resultant sin. Death
began its deadly work, setting alight a time-fuse to detonate in every man'’s final exit from this life (Genesis

3:1-24).

Me - Or Adam?

It is vitally important to notice here HOW Adam fell, and the consequences of his fall. Tc understand
present human depravity, we must first define the word “’depravity.” From the Latin “de” very, and “pravus”
crooked, depravity means the failure to meet an existing standard, a fall from a place of original perfection.
Adam became depraved in TWO ways; his SOUL first failed to obey God, then his BODY began to fail. The
first depravity was thus MORAL, and was followed by the second, which was PHYSICAL, caused by Adam’s
selfish choice in spite of the clear warning of the penalty of God. These two depravities caused TWO kinds of

“AT THE LAST FRONTIER THERE WILL BE NOTHING TO DECLARE — ONLY A PASSPORT EXAMINATION"
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DEATH; physical and spiritual. Although these are linked, they are not the same thing. Both deaths are states
of SEPARATION; spiritual death being a state of separation from God (essentially, to live sinfully is to be
spiritually dead (1 Timothy 5:6) and physical death being finally a separation from the material world of Earth.

PHYSICAL DEPRAVITY is the inherited result of Adam’s sin. It has brought great tragedy to earth.
Our bodies are all subject to these problems from it:

[1] DULLNESS of mental faculties. None of our human ““temples’’ function as well as they could.
Our minds are not as clear, our feelings not as capable of intense perception, our strength not as vibrant as
our first parents. Our whole systems have ‘‘cooled” in their original vivid relationships and responses.

[2] DETERIORATION of HEALTH. This is painfully evident across the world. There is no “perfect”
health. All of us inherit bodies that are greatly subject to disease and sickness. Sickness is ultimately a result
of Adam’s sin, and we can re-inforce our physical ill-health by our own selfish choices. The delicate way God
balanced our physical and psychological systems make it easy for our moral lives to influence our physical beings.

[3] DEFORMATION of innocent children. The moral disease of sin has invaded the delicate controls
that influence the formation of new little bodies; sin has given us mis-shapen and tragic little forms that could
have been beautiful babies.

[4] DISEASE and sickness world-wide are another limiting factor that tend to cut down the amount
of moral damage selfishness can do. Consider the countries that turn from the Living God to serve idols. De-
valuation of individual human life leads to poor living conditions, uncleanliness and disease. Sickness abounds,
reducing the age level of the population to a very low value. As the Gospel has come in to such places,
moral purity has been followed by social leading to expanded life expectancy. This is another auto-
matic law tending to curb selfishness.

This physical depravity is the power that makes our bodies decay and die. The first man had a perfect
body. It was made to operate in flawless harmony and was constantly repaired and replaced cell by cell in
wear. There is no medical reason for age death. We have a highly efficient set of repair organs that gradually
re-make every organ and bone. Every seven years the ENTIRE BODY has been fully re-made. Science cannot
yet explain why these ““repairers” stop and the person gets old, feeble and dies. Physical depravity is a failure
of the way you are built, of the material you are made of. It is an “‘out of balance” set of once finely-tuned
interdependent body functions. It is a physical breakdown of the laws of health, a fallen state in which healthy
life is not kept going. This is not something of the SOUL; it concerns only the material of which the body
is made that influences the soul. It is not sin, but the fruit of sin, our’'s and Adam’s.

The Bible testifies to our PHYSICAL depravity by birth and circumstances, that make it easier for
the will to choose self-gratification, but this is not the cause of our wrong action. It is obvious that man is
in a weakened and unbalanced condition: Psalm 103:15-16; Matthew 26:41; Romans 6:19; Romans 8:3, 23;
2 Corinthians 4:11; 5:2-4; 12:7; Galatians 4:13-14; Philippians 3:21; James 4:14. This simply gives him the
_bias towards selfish action, and is only an influence for sin.

Adam'’s terrible choice opened the lock to a tide of temptation, sin and death for his race (Romans
5:12; Hebrews 9:27). As man'’s sin increased, God slowly shortened his physical life span to help curb the
resulting spread of destruction and unhappiness (Genesis 5:27, 32; Genesis 6:3; Psalm 90:10). Mankind is a
fallen race, not growing better, but progressively worse.

We are all victims of physical depravity and death, circumstances and environments that provide pow-
erful temptations to sin, and all men follow the wrong choice of our first parents. Our own family lines, and
ultimately Adam himself, are responsible for our PHYSICAL depravity. But this is, in itself, not sin. It is not
the direct CAUSE of sin, so that we sin from some sort of physical necessity, but simply the weakened con-
stitution and strong desires that give sin power and make all men open to the tug of teinptation.
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What Sin Is Not =——=

[1] Sin is not NATURAL — A common answer of man when faced with sin has been — “"Yes, we all
sin  nobody is perfect — we’re only human!” Nothing could be further from the truth. Only by comparing
ourselves with the perfect example of TRUE humanity — the Lord Jesus — can we see just how un-natural sin
is. When God became man, He took on Himself a perfectly human body. Jesus was not God disguised as man,
but God who BECAME man. Although He was conceived supernaturally, He was born of a perfectly normal
human girl (Luke 1:31). He grew, learned, was and thirsty (Luke 2:52; 2:40; Matthew 4:2; Luke 4:2;
John 19.28). His body was as human as any man that ever walked the earth; it was in NO way more special
than any other human body (Hebrews 10:5; John 2:21; Luke 24:3, 23; 1 John 1:1; 4:3). He ate, drank, felt
weary and rested (Mark 2:16; Luke 24:39); and declared His body to be flesh and bones (John 20:20, 27).
He had a soul as human as any other man’s soul (lsaiah 53:11, 12; Psalm 16:10; John 12:27; Acts 2:27;
Matthew 26:38). John, Peter, Paul and lIsaiah all called Him a man (John 1:30; Acts 2:22; 1 Timothy 2:5;
Isaiah 53:3) and He called Himself a man (John 8:40). His favourite name for Himself when He walked this
earth was — ““The Son of Man’ used seventy-one times in Scripture.

Christ was, of course, always God. He knew that He had come from the Father, and after that His
earthly mission He would go back to the Father. His essential relationship with the Spirit and the Father was
never removed. But while He walked this planet, to show us that it WAS possible to resist temptation and
defeat the Devil with only the power of the Holy Spirit, the guidance of His Father, and the Word of God,
the Lord Jesus used NONE of His Godhead powers. To be fully “tempted in ALL points such as we are’ and
yet be “without sin’’ the Lord Jesus had to become fully human. To make Him more than this during His
brief stay on Earth is to MISS completely the whole purpose of His life; not only to offer His body as a per-
fect substitute for our sin, but to show us the way a child of God was to live in_this world! (Hebrews 2:14-15;
5:5-9). He laid aside His rights and powers as God to tread this world (Philippians 2:5-8; Luke 2:52; Hebrews
5:7-9) although His essential nature as God remained unchanged. Understand — the Lord Jesus had NOTHING
available to Him on Earth that ANY child of God does not have available; His Father even arranged for Him
to have some (Luke 2:7; John 1:46; 8:41). The Lord Jesus was our pattern of TRUE human
nature, yet He was “without sin” (Hebrews 4:15) and He "did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22). GOD made human
nature; God did NOT make sin!

Sin is NEVER natural. It is horribly UN-natural. Sin is NEVER “human.” It is horribly IN-human.
Sin creates remorse, guilt and shame; every time a man feels these three witnesses in his soul, they tell him sin
is NOT natural. Even the simble st can tell us this. The whole body reacts adversely when a man
sins. Sin is in fact, a kind of insa_nij(y (Ecclesiastes 9:3).

No-one even sins because they love sin. Even the worst sinner does not like to be called a sinner; he
resents the fact of his selfishness, even when he is selfish! And even the worst of sinners cannot help but
admire in another, whenever that other person is sufficiently far away from him not to convict him of
his selfishness (Isaiah 58:1-2; Ezekiel 33:32; Romans 7:22). Nobody sins merely for the sake of doing wrong.
Sinning men and women hate themselves when they do wrong. A man sins only when he wants something for
himself more strongly than he wants to do right. God never planned sin for man. It is the most un-natural
thing in the moral Universe. To equate humanity with sinfulness is to make God the Author of His own worst

- .. to make God responsible for the thing that has brought Him unhappiness. Do not DARE say sin is
“naturall” God hates sin with perfect hatred; He loves humanity.
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Are We Really
Unable To Obey?

[From JN-1]
[2] Sin is not UNAVOIDABLE — One of the favourite heresies of the past, that is rapidly now
becoming the favourite heresy of the present, is the lie of Antinomianism — that men cannot do what God
expressly REQUIRES them to do, and therefore they may live how they like and still enter the Kingdom
of God. In the midst of the greatest moral landslide the world has ever seen, in the midst of the most
flagrant disrespect for law and order and government of any century, it is unblushingly proclaimed AS GOSPEL
truth from pulpits across the nation that man cannot keep the law of God! In our wariness of the dangers of
we have forgotten the perils of antinomianism; we have forgotten that the LAW is a schoolmaster to
brmg us to Christ (Galatians 3:24) and that “by the LAW is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). Gone is
the preaching of moral responsibility that streamed from men like William Booth, George Fox, John Wesley
and Charles Finney that made men weep with conviction; gone is the heartbreak of the Psalmist for the honour
of God when he cried ‘““Horror has taken hold of me, because of the wicked that forsake Thy law!’ (Psalm
119:56; 119:36).

Many sincere men are saying “God gave us good laws to keep” and in the next breath saying “we are
actually unable to keep them”! If this is true, then God’s laws ARE NOT GOOD! No law is good that asks
the impossible of its subjects. If God demands obedience to impossible laws then God is not just, for even
men do not require obedience to impossible laws. If God demands such obedience under penalty of DEATH,
then God is not only unfair, but monstrous! What kind of Being would pass laws upon his subjects they are
unable to keep, then condemn them to death for their failure to obey? This is a blasphemy on God’s character.

The Bible expressly declares that God has given I,. "laws. All the
laws of God are based on the one great Law of Love, that governs the actions
of all moral beings in God’s Universe — that every moral creature should
unselfishly choose the highest good of God and His Universe according to their
real, relative values; God’s being greatest, first of all; then all others in the order
of their true value under God. The Ten Commandments are just the letter
expression of that law, given when men began to ignore the love law written
on their hearts. They define man’s obligations Godward in the first three com-
mandments, then those of his obligations to his fellow-men in the last seven.
The Lord Jesus summed these in His two commandments (Matthew 22:36-
40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28) covering what Moses had already been
given (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18). Paul summed up the law into the
one basic word “love” (Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14; 1 James 2:8-10). This law, expressed in
different ways, is given as the unchangeable condition of happiness and holiness; it defines man’s obligations
and can never be changed or suspended in our present relationships (Galatians 3:19; Psalm 19:7; Matthew 5:17;
Romans 7:12; 1 Timothy 1:8).

Which of God’s laws are we actually UNABLE to keep — if we love the Lawgiver? Do we have to
relegate God to some other position than King of our lives and put something else in His place? Do we have
to take His Name in vain? ...... we steal? What man has ever been born that could not help BUT murder?
Do we have no . but to commit adultery, to lie, to covet, to dishonour parents and refuse to honour
God on a special day of rest? God says "His commandments are NOT grievious.” Do WE say they are not
only . but impossible? The Lord Jesus said — “My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Do WE say
His yoke is not only HEAVY, but completely unbearable for any human being?
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No saint in Scripture thought they were ‘“unable’ to keep God’s laws. Moses didn’t (Exodus 24:3;
Deuteronomy 5:1; 6:24-25; 10:12-13; 11:22; 26:16-19; 28:47; 28:58-59; 30:8; 30:11-14). Neither did Joshua
(22:5), Ezra (7:23-26), David (Psalm 19:7; 40:8), his psalmist friend (Psalm 119:165-168) or Daniel (9:9-11) or
others! (2 Kings 17:13, 7-18, etc.). The Lord Jesus Himself told men to obey His Father’s laws, and that this
was the test of being a true disciple (Matthew 5:17-20; 19:17; John 14:15, 21; 14:23-24; 15:10). The Apostle
John stresses this obedience (1 John 2:3-6; 3:18-22). Obeying God's love law simply means living for Him with
no selfish interest; to live up to all the light you have with all the effort of will, mind and feeling necessary
for the task in hand. For the Christian, obeying God and keeping His commandments are a natural . . of
his new life. Only the sinner finds it hard to walk in God’s ways, because he is trying to use the law as a
means to his own end, the ultimate gratification of his own selfishness. He must fail.

[3] Sin is not PHYSICAL — Many think they have explained the fact of sin in the human race by
using a phrase we shall call ““Doggie Logic.” It goes essentially like this: “’A dog is not a dog because he barks;
he barks because he is a dog. Thus, man is not a sinner because he sins; he sins because he is a sinner.” The
assumption is, of course, that all sin flows from a pre-determined sinful nature, and it is this nature that creates
sinful acts of the sinner. Just as the bark of a dog comes undeniably from the fact that he is a dog, so
man’s sin will flow inescapably from the fact that he is a sinner, and was born so. It sounds nice; is it true?

There are, unfortunately, two things wrong with this logic. They are serious flaws, because once they
are assumed, they actually destroy the basis of the very thing they seek to prove — that all men are guilty
of, and responsible to God for, their sin. These logic flaws are — [a] A Man is not a dog. A dog’s actions
are right if he barks, because God created dogs to express themselves naturally by barking. But God did not
create men to sin! A dog’s bark is natural; sin is NOT. The Bible everywhere represents sin as an alien invasion
to a moral nature made in the image of God. Assuming that man sins because it is his nature to sin, also assumes
that sin is natural. A dog barks because he is a dog. A man can also bark if he chooses to. Does this prove
that he is a dog? No, it proves that he has chosen to do a thing he was never created to do naturally. If a
man sins, it merely proves that he has so chosen to sin, and his sin will certainly be treated as unnatural
in the eyes of God. [b] Do we need a sinful nature to sin? Is it necessary to have an “implanted sinfulness”
to enable man to do wrong? If one sinner can be found in Scripture who sinned WITHOUT first having a sinful
nature, the answer is no, and the case is closed. And of course, there are at least three moral beings who
committed sin without sinful natures. Satan was the first. The first man Adam was the second, and his wife,
Eve. The angels who were cast out of heaven were apparently before perfect. No moral being needs a sinful
nature to sin; if he is given one that makes it impossible for him NOT to live right, he is not GUILTY
but helpless.

Is Sin A Something?

Is sin a “thing”’? Are feelings or desires, for instance, good or bad IN THEMSELVES? The following
diagram lists some common desires. Mark the column where you think each desire could be classed — as
“right,” “wrong’’ or “either.”

DESIRE FOR: RIGHT (Moral) WRONG (Immoral) EITHER (Amoral)

Money
Sexual love
Power
Friends
Food

Rest
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Did you think CAREFULLY? You will find you can frame a situation for EACH where the desire in
the question could be right OR wrong — an “EITHER’! This is because desires have no will of their own.
They are built into all men in greater or lesser degree. There is no desire that cannot be used for God's glory,
and no desire that misused could not make you like the Devil himself. It is the PURPOSE behind the choice
to indulge a desire that makes it right or wrong. That choice is carried out by the WILL, after consulting
reason, conscience and intuition as to the rightness or wrongness of the action. DESIRES are NEVER wrong
IN THEMSELVES. They are neither IMMORAL (bad, wrong) or MORAL (good, right) but AMORAL (having
no morality or deliberate rule of right and wrong in themselves). Desires are God-given; used rightly, to ENJOY
life; used __ to DESTROY ourselves. The tug of desire is not sin in itself, but a natural feeling produced
by stimulation and without direct control by the person.

Those Brainwaves

Are THOUGHTS right or in themselves? They, too, are AMORAL.
The Lord Jesus Himself was given ““wrong thoughts’’ during His dark wilderness
temptation. But He NEVER SINNED (Hebrews 4:15). A thought may be a
temptation to do wrong, but it is NOT SIN until the will gives assent to the
thought. It is not the feelings OR the thoughts that make men sin. Reason tells
men right or wrong (using memory and conscience) but reason does not carry out
decisions. Feelings tug, the mind advises, but neither DECIDE. Reason may tell
choice the right, but has in itself no power to CHOOSE that way. Moral decision
is under the exclusive control of the WILL, the key centre of the whole personality.
The will’s choice makes a man sinner or saint in God'’s eyes.

Temptation

Don’t mistake TEMPTATION for sin. Terptation is a suggestion to gratify a desire in an illegal way
or amount. Temptation is NOT sin. Jesus was tempted (Hebrews 4:15). All men are tempted whether sinner or
saint. "Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed” (James 1:14). The feelings
(“Lust’”” — over-strong desire) tug at the will. The mind refers to memory and moral law for knowledge of
right and wrong. The will is informed and is faced with a decision. If the reason tells the will that carrying
out that desire would be RIGHT as well as pleasant and the will acts on this, happiness and harmony result.
But if the mind gives a verdict of wrong, the choice can be caught in a struggle between the right, and the
pleasant, but WRONG. There is always ““pleasure’ in sin of a very temporary kind (Hebrews 11:25; 1 Timothy
5:6). The mind knows right is best. If it should not know the choice made is bad, it is NOT SIN to the
individual! It is for this reason that we are told not to “judge’ another person. We cannot know how much
light they have. Two people may be doing exactly the same thing; to one it is wrong, but to the other (as far
as HE is concerned) it is not. This must not be confused with deliberate deceit. Not always are the actions of
outward conduct the proof of a right heart (1 Samuel 16:7; John 7:24).

There is therefore no such thing as ““unconscious’ sin. God holds us responsible for all the light we
have and are able to get — no more, no less. There is no sin that we know nothing at all about that God will
judge us for. Men can sometimes do things that may be wrong, but in ignorance, without knowing they
WERE wrong. A child’s first defence against discovered wrong by its parents is invariably — ““But | didn't
KNOW it was wrong!” If that can be proved, he knows the case is closed. It is ““to him that KNOWETH
to do good, and DOETH IT NOT, to him it is SIN" (James 4:17). Should we sin in the eyes of the law
through ignorance, it is only when we discover our mistake that we can ask pardon and forgiveness (Leviticus
4:2-3; Numbers 15:27-31).
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For the Christian, DOUBTFUL ACTIONS are sinful. Doubt is nearly always a sign of some duty not
done or some illegal choice about to be made. A man may have equal doubts on some things whether to do
them or not. In such cases, he must act according to the best light he can get. But if he should go and
deliberately do something of which he doubts the lawfulness, he is condemned. It shows a spirit of self-pleasing
without careful regard to the Lord’s glory. “Whatsoever is not of faith is SIN” (Romans 14:23). Any action
that might cause another younger Christian to stumble falls into the same category. There are some things a
Christian could do from a pure heart and right intent that outwardly could be misunderstood. Even of the
Lord Jesus Himself it was said “He has a demon’’ (Matthew 11:18). Abstain from the very appearance of evil
{1 Thessalonians 5:22; Romans 14; Acts 24:16; 1 Corinthians 10:32).

The condition of our PHYSICAL depravity gives great power to temptation. Consider two men, “’Dick”’
and “"Jack.” Dick, a non-Christian, always seems assured, well-balanced and at ease. Jack, who is a Christian,
seems however to be run-down, highly-strung and somewhat touchy. How can we account for this? Digging a
little deeper, we find that Dick’s parents are clean-living Christians who are reasonably well-off and physically
in very good health. On the other hand, Jack’s parents are unsaved, alcoholics, and his home is little more than
a hovel. We can see it would not be too fair to condemn Jack for what he is outwardly, until we find out
what he WANTS to be. We must also ask ourselves, not what Dick is like compared to JACK, but what Dick
is like compared to Christ; or what better kind of man Dick could be if he WAS a Christian. Give both Dick
and Jack ten years or a set of tough circumstances and you will soon see there is all the difference in
the world. [See JS-20]

In Romans 7:7-24, the Apostle Paul personifies sin to show its power over the enlightened, but
unconverted mind. The excited love of conscious freedom, wanting to have its own way, clashes with the
judgment of conscience and the moral law; a conflict begins between the ““law’’ (rule of action) of sin, and the
law of God. Without the drawing power of Christ, the convicted sinner cannot free himself, until the Gospel
comes to deliver him (Romans 7:25; 8:1). But although Paul places the tug of this “law of sin”’ in his bodily
members (from where the excited desires sparked into unnatural strength by the habit of selfish gratification
reside) he does not really make a case for any ‘‘physical” sin, as if this was his helpless inheritance. If sin
WAS physical, in what form would it exist? Would it be solid, liquid or gas? If sin is material, it can be
isolated in a test-tube. May we then see the phenomena of a vial of sin concentrate? This is, of course, absurd.
All efforts to trace actual sin to some organic connection with parents have failed of any evidence, medically
or physiologically; at the most, ALL inherited traits from parents simply contribute INFLUENCES for later
selfish choices.

Neither does sin reside, as some sincere men have stated, in the blood. No place in the Scriptures
give the blood It is a symbol of life, and as the electrochemical and circulatory system of the body,
is the “life of the flesh” and the “circuitry’” of the soul. As a symbol of a man’s life, it is certainly a
precious symbol of Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our lives (Isaiah 53:10-12; Hebrews 9:22-23; Matthew 26:28;
Acts 20:28; Romans 3:24-26; 5:9-11; Ephesians 2:13; Hebrews 10:10-14; 10:19-20; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 1 John
1:7). If it was true that moral characteristics are transmitted through the blood, then a blood transfusion from
a saint will make a man more holy, and one from a sinner will make a saint less sanctified. It will follow
then, that a pre-natal blood transfusion on a “blue’ baby will give it a totally different nature!

The Final Conclusion

WHAT SIN REALLY MUST BE [From JD-4]

[1] Sin is UNIVERSAL — Nothing is clearer in Scripture or in daily life. World history is a chronicle
of wickedness. Every man prior to conversion is a slave to his own selfishness. Every unsaved man knows that
he is selfish. The Bible shows the unsaved to possess one common wicked heart or character: Genesis 6:5;
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1 Kings 11:9-11; 15:3; 2 Chronicles 12:14; Psalm 28:3; 66:18; 78:37; 95:10; Jeremiah 17:9-10; Ezekiel 14:2-3;
18:30-32; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Matthew 5:27-30; 9:4; 13:15; Mark 3:5; 7:18-23; 8:17; Luke 21:34; Acts 8:21
(18-24); Romans 2:4-6; 8:7; Hebrews 3:7-15. All men without God are selfish at heart; it is exceedingly
humbling to admit that ALL a man’s pre-conversion actions are not in the least virtuous when examined in
Eternity’s light. Man has nothing to commend him to God, when he comes asking for forgiveness.

The Bible further reveals that from the beginning of man’s moral accountability (seeing his spiritual
responsibility to God and his fellow-men) man has made a choice to live supremely for himself, with no «.
tions of true goodness, no pauses for really virtuous behaviour, no alternative weeks of true unselfishness before
God. Many factors influence the forms of this selfishness; there are many ‘“good’’ clean-living, outwardly moral
sinners, as well as those who are humanly despicable and degraded. Man chooses the particular form of selfish-
ness that brings him the greatest pleasure, and this includes deeds and actions usually considered ‘good’’ by
society, including prayer, religious activity, Bible study and preaching! But all sinners from those who have
done ““many wonderful works’’ to those God has had to “give up to vile affections’’ have one uniform morality
— "there is NONE that doeth good, no, not one.” This universal persistency in sin is also shown in: Genesis
8:21; Psalm 10:4; 14:13 (53:1, 3); 28:3; 94:11; Ecclesiastes 1:14; Isaiah 55:7-9; 64:6; Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9-10;
Matthew 7:21-23; 12:34-35; Romans 1:21; 3:10-12; 3:23; 6:16-17; 6:20; Ephesians 2:1, 3; 5:8: Titus 1:15;
3:3; 1 Peter 2:25.

You And Your
Original Sin

[2] Sin is ORIGINAL — There is nothing clearer in the Bible that man is VERY original in his sin!
Sin is not a transmitted thing; it is created by each being with the elements of true morality — (emotions;
reason, free will, moral light and spiritual perception of this).

Throughout the Bible, man’s moral nature is shown to spring from his HEART. This "’heart” is not
your PHYSICAL heart, that busily pumps life-giving blood to all the members of your body. It is an illustration
of the SUPREME PREFERENCE, or ULTIMATE CHOICE of your will, just as the physical heart is the centre
and source of all physical life. The RULING CHOICE of your will is the centre and source of all your_ actions,
and is the one thing most entirely under your control. If God had made salvation dependent, say, on moving
your body, or solving a problem, or even feeling a certain emotion, you may not have been able to do it.
If you were paralysed, your muscles might not be able to act. If you had little education, even on pain of
death you could not solve a problem beyond your own reason. Even with a threat of everlasting torment, you
would not be able to keep any emotion for long. But if God only asks for the choice of your will, all is
brought within your reach. You can always give this “"heart”” to God. You can always CHOOSE so long as you
have a rational mind and a moral nature. Every man born is faced with God's request to the awakening Adam —
’My son, give Me your HEART" (Proverbs 23:6; 4:23; 3:5).

When men choose wrong, following Adam’s example, they become guilty of the second kind of
depravity — MORAL depravity. All sin is moral depravity — ““missing the mark’’ in the ultimate choice of life.
The Bible pointedly testifies of man’s free choice in his life of sin, using a variety of words that show explicitly
man’s guilt and total moral depravity. No definition of man’s moral depravity that tends to remove personal
and individual blame or responsibi!ity from each sinner is a definition inspired by the Holy Spirit of God.
ALL the Bible words used for sin show that man is a REBEL, not a subject of pity who has lost his ability
of will to do right. Who can study the penetrating pictures of sin in the Scriptures and make sin something small?
From the very least expression (to “err, stray from the mark or path planned for man’) to the strongest term
(“utter evil, wickedness of the mind and heart”’) all sin is WRONG CHOICE (Numbers 15:27; Ezekiel 3:18;
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2 Kings 8:20, 22; 1 Kings 8:47-50; 1 Chronicles 5:25; 1 Samuel 12:13-15; Joshua 22:16; Isaiah 66:3; Jeremiah
7:24; Romans 6:14-15; Hebrews 6:6; Galatians 6:1; Matthew 15:2; Acts 1:25; 1 Timothy 1:9; Romans 6:19;
2 Thessalonians 2:10-12; 2 Timothy 2:19; 1 Peter 4:18; Titus 2:12; Matthew 7:17; 18; Hebrews 3:12).

From this study of Bible words describing sin, we look in vain for evidence that sin is anything else
than a wrong choice. There is always the idea of movement, voluntary action, never a static or inactive something
behind the will, received by heredity, that CAUSES the will to act in sin. The Word of God protects itself
from theological speculation like this; sin is a CHOICE.

Without God, man does have a sinful nature, but this nature is NOT physical. He inherits no causation
from his parents or anyone else. Man is responsible for his own actions. His sinful nature consists in the habit
patterns of a life lived for self instead of God. They flow from a wrong HEART, or ultimate choice in life.
They need not be all pre-meditated to be sin. A man who has unyielded rights and resentment in his heart
that has been allowed to build for some time does not have to coldly calculate to fly into a rage. If a man says
an unkind thing, then tries to cover it by saying ““Oh, | didn’t mean that’ the Scriptures flatly contradict him
by stating ’Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.’”” He may not have meant it to be revealed
in all its ugliness. But it WAS in his heart, and the unconscious action followed. Nature does not mean natural,
as compcred to ordinary, but that which is common, that which man does AS A RULE. If we say man has
a sinful nature, we are not talking about some solid ““thing’’ causing sin, but that AS A RULE OF LIFE, the
sinner always behaves sinfully. His own heart is set on pleasing himself; out of this choice flows all his thoughts,
actions and choices.

Scripture reveals that NO sinner seeks God. His selfishness has made him run from the call of God
just like Adam did long ago: Genesis 6:5; 2 Chronicles 12:14; Psalm 10:4; 53:2; 119:115; Ecclesiastes 8:11;
Isaiah 9:13; 31:1; 59:4; 64:7; 65:1; Matthew 23 :37,John 5:40; 6:26; Romans 2:4; 3:11. For this reason, he
cannot be saved unless God invests great efforts in him to turn him back to righteousness.

=~~= Why Do Children Sin?

How, then does a child sin? One does not have to teach a child to do wrong. The explanation becomes
clear if we carefully consider the development of a man. A baby enters the world as the object of its parents’
fondness, unceasing care, and concession by those who guard it. In these circumstances the natural, inherited
appetites are first developed, and the child’s natural love of conscious freedom begins to express itself. The
feelings develop long before the reason, and both are deeply entrenched before the spirit begins to awaken to
the claims of God. Much depends at this point on the parents. If they are faithful in their duty to God, they
must train their child to yield up its own way when that self-willed way will interfere with the happiness of
others. The child will learn at first obedience to its parents only in a love/discipline relationship; it is here
that the habit of response to authority must be ingrained in the child’s soul, so that later, when God opens up
the spiritual understanding, the child will surrender to Him (1 Samuel 15:22; Proverbs 6:20-23; 10:17; 13:18;
15:5, 31-32; Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 3:20).

Since the feelings develop before the reason and conscience, the will begins to form the habit of
desire, which deepens every day. The obvious consequence is that self-indulgence becomes the master
3 in the soul of the child long before it can understand that this self-indulgence will interfere with the
right or happiness of others. This repeated bias grows stronger each day, before a knowledge of right or duty
could possibly have entered the mind. Finally, the moment of true moral responsibility arrives. The child is now
old enough to understand wrong. (This will probably be earlier in a Christian home than in a non-Christian one.)
Does the child approach this test in a perfectly neutral state? If Adam, in the maturity of his reason, with
full consciousness of the morality of his actions could give in to such temptation, is there any doubt that a
child will not? The moment that child chooses selfishly, it sins. From this point on (and NOT before) God holds

-, ’
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the child responsible for its own actions and destiny. It is significant that all words of the Lord to sinners
begin FROM THEIR YOUTH, and NOT from birth, as some have supposed.

It may be objected — does not the Bible teach that man is born sinful? The
answer is an unqualified no. A small number of verses have at times been urged to
support this idea, but they will not stand up to careful scholarship, and have only
been used because no better explanation of the universal sinfulness of man has been
forewarded. God is very plain; He does NOT hold the child in any kind of responsi-
bility for its parents’ sins. “What do you mean, you who use this proverb: the fathers
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? As | live . . . you
shall not have occasion to use this proverb in Israel. All souls are MINE; as the soul of the father, so also
the soul of the son is mine; the soul that SINNETH, it shall die’” (Ezekiel 18:1-3, 20; see also the whole
chapter; Jeremiah 31:30; Deuteronomy 24:16; 2 Chronicles 25:4; Psalm 94:23).

In speaking of the coming judgment, we are expressly told in the Bible that God shall judge every
moral being for his own sins, no mention being made of the imputation of Adam’s guilt: Psalm 9:7-8; 96:13;
Ecclesiastes 11:9; 12:14; Isaiah 3:10-11; Jeremiah 31:30; 32:17-19; Matthew 12:36-37; 16:27; Luke 12:47-48;
20:46-47; John 5:27-29; 12:48; Acts 17:30-31; Romans 2:2-11, 12, 16; 14:10-12; Galatians 6:7-8; 1 Corinthians
4:5; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Timothy 5:24-25; Hebrews 9:27; 1 Peter 1:17; Jude 14-15; Revelation 2:23.God
has specifically stated He would not judge man for anothers sin. Yet, all sin in Scripture is under the judgment
of God. Man cannot, therefore, inherit sin from his parents or Adam,

Some Scriptures used to try to support this ““inherited sin’’ idea have been pressed right out of context.
In examining these, it will be important to adhere to some universally-accepted principles of Biblical interpre-
tation. They are [1] Interpret ___ verse or passage in the light of ALL OTHER revealed Scripture; [2] Examine
each verse in the CONTEXT where it is placed, taking into account the design, purpose, authority and author
of each passage; [3] Texts that can be used to prove either of two theories prove NEITHER; [4) Passages must
be interpreted in a way (if they can be) by which they will not “ each other. It is with these principles
in mind that we shall examine the so-called Scriptural objections:

[1] Psalm 51:5 "I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”’ David speaks; he
speaks from personal experience, and not for the whole world; and who is the subject of this sentence? NOT
David, but his MOTHER! Pressed literally, this verse says that during his time of gestation and conception,
his mother was a sinner; David is the object. There is a world of difference between being shapen in iniquity
and iniquity shapen in him, just as there is a great difference between being born in England and England being
born in me! What then, does this passage teach? Three different interpretations have been given, none of which
teach the dogma of transmitted sin: [a] That David was illigitimate, as the Jews have always believed (David’s
mother’s name is not mentioned; David was not with the sons of Jesse when Samuel came to anoint them;
David's brothers seemed embarrassed by his presence); [b] That David came from a in which there had
been immorality, and remembered his “lineage’’ mother in comparison to his own sexual sin; [c] That David
was simply deeply cut to the heart by his sin, and broke out in the extravagant language of poetry (cf. v.
3, 4, 7 and 8); in thinking back along his life, -he broke out affirming that from the earliest moments of
light he had been a sinner, and had come from parents who were sinners, without in any way implying that
this sin had been TRANSMITTED down to him by his mother. In no way does this passage teach “inherited”
sin, no matter which way it is interpreted literally or figuratively.

[2] Psalm 58:3 has been pressed into service along the same lines; note that it is the wicked who ‘‘go
ASTRAY;” if the text is to be literally interpreted, it means that infants TALK as well as lie from birth!
Job 14:4 and 15:4 have been stretched to fit into this dogma, but both these two verses simply imply the
universality of human sin and bodily frailty, without any reference to the MEANS by which man sins; both
may be used to support the idea that man is physically depraved, and by these influences will certainly (not

“FALLING SHORT OF THE MARK DOESN'T PROVE IT OUT OF RANGE;
THE AIM MAY NOT HAVE BEEN HIGH ENOUGH"
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. fixed) sin. John 3:3 can only at the limit state that that which is born of fleshly desire will tend
to sin (when the will yields to its control), while that which results from the Holy Spirit’s agency (in the
sense that the will yields to Him), is holy. Nothing here about inherited sinfulness.

3] . _ 2:3 "By nature, the children of wrath’” must be compared with Ephesians 2:1 which
states man is dead THROUGH HIS OWN trespasses and sins; man’s wicked nature has come as the result of
his wicked walk in the way of this world, and as previously stated, the word ‘‘nature’’ does not mean the way
we were born. God shows that a sinner goes his nature in his sin (Romans 1:31; 2 Timothy 3:3; James
3:6) his “nature of wrath” is the result of his sinful actions, which have formed in his life a character that
makes God angry with him.

Romans 5:19 is an exact parallelism. If the word ‘“were made’ means ‘‘constituted,’” 'as some have
said, then all men will be saved; BEEAUSE of what Christ did, which is outright Universalism! However, this
phrase occurs 21 times in the New. Testament and in ALL other places where Paul uses it, it means ‘“to ordain,
appoint, put in place of.” It is used for the ordination of elders, bishops, priests or judges, and properly means
to put, place, lay down’ or “put in a position.” With this qualification, the passage is clear; Adam’s sin put
all men in the place of sinners (dependent on their qualifying choices, as we shall see shortly) the Lord Jesus
Christ’s death put all men in the place of being righteous |F they will make the right choices! As Adam’s sin
was the occasion (NOT cause) of his race’s sin, so Christ's obedience was the occasion, not cause of our
redemption by grace through faith.

Every word in this passage (with the possible exception of v. 17) where ‘“death” is mentioned is
manifestly temporal, or physical, and not spiritual death. This passage has nothing to do with proving that sin
"descended from Adam.” This interpretation was not found in the early church fathers; it was never given
to the passage until the fourth century; was never adopted by the Greek church at all; and is wholly at
variance with the design and scope of Paul’s whole argument and presentation. Romans 5:12-14 shows that
“’death”” was the penalty of disobeying God’s law, but men died from Adam to Moses when there was no law;
thus, the death that all men die is not spiritual, but physical. Because Adam sinned, all men DIE; they inherit
not sin, but DEATH. In verse 17, Paul catches on pointsr of correspondence between Adam and Christ (cf.
1 Corinthians 15:45-49) the work of Christ equals, and even surpasses Adam'’s own failure, so that while Adam
brought temporal death to his race, the Lord Jesus brought to man the gift of ETERNAL life. Nothing is
said, as would be expected in verse 20, about Adam'’s fall extending to his race. Paul knew the word for
“impute’ flogazomai) meaning to count, reckon, and used it for righteousness (Romans 4:22) but a different
word is used in Romans 5:13 (e/logeo — to bring into account). Verse 20 shows instead that the law came in
as the occasion of universal sinfulness, implying that men sin now just as Adam did then; by intelligent trans-
gression of the known law of God.

Man IS able to repent when faced with the love of God and the enormity of his sin, and must do
so as a first condition of God’s restoration to His family. This is directly asserted in both the Old and New
Testaments (lsaiah 1:16-18; 55:6-7; Hosea 10:12; Matthew 3:2; Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30-31). Because
repentance involves a facing of, and turning from, sin, sin is ultimately a MORAL act.

Problems Since The Fall

Sin has deeply affected every area of life. The same God-given endowments that were to take us to
the stars of joy and satisfaction have turned against us in sin. Our beings and our world form a unity that
has been terribly degraded. Consider:

(1] Our BODIES — Afflicted with INTEMPERANCE and SICKNESS
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[From JS-15]
Physical depravity gives great power to temptation. We cannot help our physical nature, and God
does not condemn us for being born in such a condition without choice. Parents genetically transmit their
blends of physical likeness; if they have lived clean lives for God's glory, the child’s body will be similar barring
hereditary mishaps or accidents before birth. To a large extent a likeness of DESIRES and feelings will also be
born in baby. Were his parents too fond of food? The child can be born with an over-strong eating appetite.
The parents’ greed may be sin; the child’s appetite the unfortunate result. Thus the parents’ sin is “visited’’ on
the children, lasting three to four generations even if the child does not follow its parents’ or grandparents’
examples (Exodus 20:5; Numbers 14:18; Deuteronomy 5:9). Apart from God’'s transformation, the world’s
sin will multiply in each generation. Our ENVIRONMENT has often been filled with smog, polluted rivers,
grass buried under concrete, each removing a testimony of God's goodness; our ECOLOGY has rebelled, turning
on man's selfishness in an ever-closing circle of destruction, as floods, famines, tornadoes and plagues sweep
the world (Matthew 24:7; Romans 8:19-23).

[2] Our SOULS — Filled with PRIDE and UNBELIEF

[From SZ-10]
Moral depravity deepens every day in the lost. By sinning much, man has learned to sin more. The
natural LOVE of CONSCIOUS FREEDOM God gave us has had no control or discipline; selfishness has flared
through our world out of control. Two hundred years ago, the great statesman Edmund Burke warned: “"Men
qualify for freedom in exact proporticn to their disposition to put moral chains on their own appetites. Society
cannot exist unless a controlling power is put somewhere on will and appetite, and the less of it there is with-
in, the more there must be without. It is ordained in the eternal constitution of things that men of intemperant
minds cannot be free. Their passions forge their fetters.”” As moral control collapses, the natural drives govern-
ing nourishment, reproductjon and defence take terrible power, resulting in the deadly sins of gluttony (1 Tim-
othy 3:3, 8) immorality and immodesty. Once, before sin, nakedness did not induce lust; since the fall, God
has commanded covering to reduce temptation in this area, and violence (James 4:1-3). The chain of destruction
involved in these misuses is described in Romans 1:21-32

[3] Our SPIRITS — Open to spiritual DARKNESS and DEMONIC WORK

Our spirits have been affected by sin. Men have an ignorance of God, an insensitivity to His drawing
love, a spiritual night that hinders Divine direction. He is now an alien to God (Ephesians 4:18; John 12:40;
2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 2:11; Matthew 6:23; John 3:19; Romans 1:21; 1:18; 1:25; 1 Timothy 6:5). His
CONSCIENCE has become defiled and seared in sin (lsaiah 64:6; Titus 1:15; 2 Peter 2:20; Revelation 22:11)
losing its sensitivity to His Spirit. He is open to demonic and Satanic deception and delusion (John 8:44;
Ephesians 2:3; Tifus 3:3).

[4) Our SOCIETY — Degenerate through WORLDLINESS and LUST

The very relationships designed to make man happy have become tools of sin. Man has lost all true
perspective of life under God with his fellow-men. He is shown to be a self-satisfied (Revelation 3:17) slave of
sin (John 8:34; Romans 6:16-17, 20; Titus 3:3) who is hypocritical (Matthew 6:2, 5, 16; 23:13, 28) hateful
and ........ (Titus 3:3) and an enemy of God (James 4:4). The WORLD of sin is not the earth God made,
but the whole sinful system selfish men have put together for their own pleasure that is opposed to God and
righteousness (Galatians 1:4; John 7:7; James 1:27; John 14:30; Ephesians 2:2; John 16:8; Romans 12:12).

Man is , . _ or worldly in sin (2 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 Timothy 5:6; 2 Timothy 3:4) that leads to
f.ee. lusts being developed. The FLESH in Scripture, when referring to self-centred man, is a combination
of this bodily self and sin, and refers to man’s concentration on emotional through the five

senses. Man’s worldliness is not a thing, a particular form of dress or behaviour, but a wrong heart-attitude.
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=== A Race OF Rebels

Should a man continue to please himself in deliberate rebellion against the moral or written law of
God, his “heart” (supreme choice of purpose) begins to harden (Proverbs 4:23). By giving into desire he be-
comes a willing slave to it. The mind, building memories and thought habits for living, is torn between God’s
inbuilt moral law and the growing slavery to sin (Romans 7:21-24). Man is forced to excuse his actions, trying
to justify his wrong choices and ignore the twisting knife of conscience. Torment, unrest and unhappiness all
result. All unsaved men have in common evil hearts, ““deceitful above all things and desperately wicked"’
(Jeremiah 17:9; Ephesians 2:3). Because all choices are made from hope or fear with respect only to self-
pleasing, NOTHING man does can be ““good” out of Christ. The broken law of God can only condemn him.
Conscience rises up and points an accusing finger. Desire becomes a terrible dictator, turning body members
into servants of sin (Romans 7:23; 6:12-19). The SAME God-given endowments which were designed for man'’s
service now become his master. If we obey SIN, we become its slaves. All men, without exception, are in one
of two choices; service to please God or slavery to pleasing self (1 John 5:12; Matthew 6:22-24). If we fix a
pattern of self-pleasing too long, we can harden our hearts beyond hope (Mark 16:14; Proverbs 28:14; 29:1;
27:1; Psalm 95:8; Hebrews 3:15).

WHAT then, IS sin? Sin is not primarily the THINGS you DO. It is a state of will. It isa CHOICE
of a wrong ultimate end in life. It is intent of purpose wrongly and selfishly directed. It is denying God’s
right to be God in your life. His Holy anger flames out against sin because it destroys all that is beautiful
and good in life. Man living in slavery to sin is a hollow mockery of the holy being once made in God’s like-
ness and image. Yet we see Man from his first selfish choice forge an unbroken chain of deceit, pride, lust and
rottenness. Without God in His rightful place as Centre and Director of the heart, nothing a man can do will
spare him from the righteous wrath of the King of Kings. All his actions, deeds and works are made for self-
ishness. Aware of his defiance of God'’s right but choosing to be ruled by desire, a sinner lives supremely to
please only and ultimately himself. Every heart-beat of the life he borrows from God he flaunts his rebellion
in the face of ever-increasing guilt and coming judgement.

A sense of sin is But the Bible never presents sin in such a way as seeing it in our-
selves will lead us to hopeless despair. Jesus never condemned a sinner aware of his guilt, but wanting to change
(John 8:11). In fact, it was only for those who had SEEN their sin that He offered hope! (Matthew 9:12-13;
Romans 3:9-10; Luke 18:9-14; Matthew 21:31-32).

Grace

With all the race of Adam deliberate rebels against God's just and

holy government, we could expect Him to have just vengeance in His heart.

He sees His beautiful world broken and bleeding. Horrors of poverty, im-

morality and disease rage in men’s lives. War, hatred and murder fill the

" earth with the stench of man against man. Monsters of suicide, insanity and

fear stalk the corridors of men’s minds. Who would blame God for wiping

out this corrupted world and starting all over again? All know right, but

choose to sin instead. All know what is best, but insanely do wrong. Filled

with lust to have, to do and to be, sinful Man strives to be as selfish as

he can. Uncaring of the happiness of cthers or his Creator, he madly fights to pleace HIS god — himself.

“THE VERY NAILS REJECTION DRIVES KEEPS GOD’S HANDS OUTSTRETCHED"”



JS-22

God cannot forgive man by the demands of universal justice. In His position as Director of
the Universe, God must mete out exact justice to all, regardless of their relationship to Him. To do less would
disqualify Him to be Judge of the Universe. God’s laws are GOOD. There is nothing wrong with THEM. God
had to set a penalty for breaking them to bar men from rebellion against the law. Without a , law is
only ADVICE. The Ten Commandments are a written expression of a law God Himself keeps; willing the high-
est good of His Universe and its creatures according to their relative values. They are rules of life to show
man the right way of holiness and happiness. If broken, their rights must be upheld by punishing the law-breaker.
A penalty shows the seriousness of disobedience and tends to prevent the law from being broken again. The
penalty of sin is DEATH; separation from the privileges of fellowship with God, the Source and Substance
of all life. God must be true to His own holiness. To set aside the penalty of a broken law would be to
throw out the law itself. Justice, the letter of a broken law, can only CONDEMN the law-breaker. We cannot
turn to the law for pardon. It excludes pardon and forgiveness and has no power to reform the guilty (James
2:10; Romans 6:23; 7:7-12; Matthew 5:17-20; 1 Timothy 1:8).

Since the Fall, MERCY, not only JUSTICE is God’s rule of action for man. The Bible pictures God
as pleading with man, waiting to suspend judgment at the slightest sign of repentance. God longs to forgive and
relax all claims against our race of rebels.

Yet — a problem! For God to freely forgive would weaken the strength of justice and encourage future
rebellion and disobedience. Others could say “’If those law-breakers could get away with it, so can we.” God
has no way to forgive a sinner without transforming him. How could God resolve these two great opposites
of mercy and justice? AV

N2

God has given us a Book. With amazement, we discover in its pages what
is without doubt the most amazing truth in the Universe! The BIBLE, God's
wonderful revelation to man shows us that despite the ruin of His world and the
great grief man’s rebellion has caused the Godhead — God is LOVE! God's
problem in forgiving man is NOT personal, but governmental. He has conquered
all vindictive feelings of bitterness and vengeance towards His wayward creation.
His heart longs for man to be reconciled; restored to the warm fellowship He
once had in Eden. God is not only willing to FORGIVE, but having found a way to be just and pardon too,
is willingto FORGET! (Psalm 86:5; Nehemiah 9:17; Lamentations 3:22; Nahum 1:3; Titus 3:4; 1 John 4:8).

God needed a substitute for the penalty of the law that would uphold the law and yet have as much
effect on the law and the law-breaker as the penalty itself would have had. Faced with terrible difficulty, the
Godhead’s infinite wisdom found the only possible way to satisfy both the demands of justice and their loving
choice to show mercy and pardon.

The Cross:

MERCY AND JUSTICE FUSED

The —.... Jesus, Himself part of the law-giving Godhead, humbled Himself and became man (Philippians
2:5-7; John 1:14; Luke 1:26-35). He lived a spotless life in perfect obedience to His Father’s will (John 8:29;
Hebrews 5:8). He went about ““doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil” (Acts 10:38). He
healed the broken-hearted, preached deliverance to the captives, brought sight to the blind and set at liberty
them that were bruised (Luke 4:18). For just over three years, the Prince of Peace walked the sin-scarred streets
of this world as a living demonstration of God’s tender concern for man. He gave man a glimpse into the
Father-heart of God (Matthew 6:26-30; John 6:39; 14:9; 16:26-27). He gave the ultimate demonstration of
God’s love for His sinning world, when before a sobbing Universe He bore in His own body on the cross of
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Calvary, God's just punishment for sin. The earth shook, the sky screamed as the Son of God bled and gasped
out His life. The Father hid His face as His Son showed how much sin really cost God. He, the Holy One
Who knew no sin, became sin for us (1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21).

On the lonely Hill of the Skull, a windswept cross draws an unfor-
getable picture. Once seen with the eyes of faith, it magnetically draws man
to God in tearful love and broken repentance.

The Cross reconnects the smashed relationship of man and God. He

can now forgive, because His only-begotten Son provided the great Substitute.

The agony of the worst torture in history wrote God's grief and hatred for

sin in letters of blood. To see the cross both upholds the law and forgives the

repentant sinner (John 3:14-17; 12:32). ""He was wounded for our transgres-

sions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. Who shall declare His generation? For He was cut off out of the land
of the living: for the transgression of my people was He stricken’ (Isaiah 53:3-12). [See JZ-1]

When a man discovers the truth of the cross, he sees how bad his sin really is. His own guilt is penned
in the torn flesh and broken heart of the Son of God. The cross defines the reality man is running from.
The soul-shaking shock of understanding the seriousness of sin strips away deceit and pride. Words ‘' from the
parched lips of the dying Son of man take on a terribly personal meaning . . . “’Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do.” We see it is not THIS Man Who deserves to die — but US! The cross does all
that God's holy justice and tender love could notdo apart from it. It makes a blood atonement for sin (Hebrews
9:22; Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:7). It provides a substitute for the penalty of the law (Galatians 3:13;Romans
8:3-4). It throws up a road-block of love in the life to possible future sin. You can go free if you will —
the Man on the middle cross took your place!

“Conditions, Of Course

God has done all He can to save you from sin. There is nothing more left in heaven or earth God
can use to set you free with, to live for and to love Him forever. He has met all HIS conditions for mercy
and justice. Have you — WILL you — meet YOURS?

If you have seen the Truth and you are NOT really God's child, conviction has gripped your heart.
The Holy Spirit makes REAL your deceit and lays bare to you the awfulness of selfishness! Your heart is
NAKED before your Maker, Whose all-seeing gaze penetrates every lie and every excuse. You will not just want
to "accept Jesus’’ — you will cry out from the bottom of your being for the Lord Jesus to accept YOU!

Your guilty, rebel heart has been an enemy of God too long. Nothing you could ever do could make
up for the pain and sorrow your sin has caused God and His world; you and | are utterly unworthy even
to ask forgiveness of the gracious King of the Universe. Yet, He loves you, despite your sin! And He offers you
a FREE PARDON — if you will take it now!

“"What must | do to be saved?"’

Give up your rebellion reality. Admit your sin. Forsake the gaudy little god you have made
of your selfishness. It is not enough to ““feel sorry’’ or to merely admit these facts to be true (James 2:19).

“GOD PAID THE WORLD’S HIGHEST PRICE FOR THE SCRAP OF BROKEN MEN"’
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You must utterly and totally renounce all future claims on your life — time, talents, money, possessions,
friends, career and future (Luke 13:3). Choose with your will to serve and love Jesus Christ and to take sides
with Him against your past sin. (Luke 13:3). Determine in your heart from this day onwards to love Him,
obey Him and follow Him forever. Your heart will never be broken, your doubts will not clear up, you will
never die to the world until you trust, surrender, BELIEVE Him from the HEART. Pledge to your Heavenly
Beloved to ‘‘cleave only to Him, for richer or poorer, for better or worse, in sickness or in health”” and you
will never part at death (John 8:51).

"God, I've been selfish; |’'ve been proud; I've been
? nothing but a Hell-deserving REBEL, and I'm sorry! | see
’ a NOW what sin has done to me. I'm sick of my old life,

God; | really WANT the change You promised me.”

THERE IS NO TIME LIKE NOW . .. "Please God — FORGIVE all my sin. | need you
GOD HAS DONE ALL HE CAN FOR YOU . .. Lord! | surrender my will; | give You my heart. Send me
THE NEXT MOVE MUST BE YOURS! Your Holy Spirit; make Jesus real to me now. From this

day on | want to live to please You. Make me Your own
child; be my Lord and Master. Amen."”

To do this from your heart is to “believe to righteousness.”” The moment you grasp the things of
Christ, by receiving Him into your heart’s throne as King, you will see in the light of eternity the emptiness
of the world, of reputation, riches, honour and pleasure. Take hold by faith His
forgiveness and His righteousness; surrender to Him all rights to your life. Make a
step of committal to Him with the faith that works by love, purifies the heart and
overcomes the world. All that you need you will find in the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians
1:30).

From this moment on, tell the world Who you | to. "For with the
heart man believes to righteousness; and with the mouth, confession is made to
salvatiori’” (Romans 10:10-13). When Christ is enthroned in your heart, He will re-
create in you His own life. It will no longer be a life lived for selfish ““I** but Christ
Who ““dwells in me’ (Ephesians 3:17). As far as is in your power, make right that
which is wrong (Luke 19:18). Show the world your new ownership by a changed,

transfigured life; that you are a man or woman for whom Christ died, IN whom He dwells and THROUGH
whom He works (2 Corinthians 5:19; Colossians 1:17; Philippians 2:13). Then, and only then will youknow
the joy and peace of forgiveness — the fellowship of the Godhead in eternal life (1 John 5:1-5; 5:10-13).

~——= A Word For The Fool

Either our God is the LORD or our god is OURSELVES. We can pretend a hypocritical sort of self-
righteousness, but there will always be the nagging certainty that it is “appointed unto man once to die, but

AFTER DEATH, the judgment’ (Hebrews 9:27). Should you choose to stay selfish and reject the light God
has given you, you multiply your guilt and deserve your final destiny (Romans 2:4). Your god is the person
or thing you think most about, that to which your thoughts return when there is nothing else at hand, the
centre of your life. If it is the Lord Jesus Christ, you will one day share the unspeakable privileges of ruling
and reigning with Him in the Kingdom of Heaven. If it is yourself and you will not obey the pleadings of
the Holy Spirit to repent and believe, you have spurned your last chance for life. You can only come when He
callsyou. Without the drawing of the Holy Spirit, you will never WANT to obey God (John 6:44). Reject
His tender call and you are in great danger of committing the one sin God CANNOT pardon — the final
and ultimate rejection of His love.
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We have only short years to decide before the curtain of death will draw life to a very permanent
close. Life is so short — eternity is so long! If, like the rich young ruler, you must here turn away ‘‘sor-
rowful” the Lord Jesus too will be grieved — but He will LET YOU GO (Mark 10:17-22; Ephesians 4:30).
If you will not give up your rebellion against the King, we must here sadly say goodbye to you — but do you
know where . are _ (2 Corinthians 4:3-4; 6:2; Psalm 14:1; John 14:2; Mark 16:15; 2 Thessalonians
1:7-9; 2:10-12).

Stick To It, Saint!

There is no hint in the Bible that God promises forgiveness of
FUTURE sins. He hasn’t planned any cycle of sin and repentance for
His disciples! You are not infallible, but neither are you _ to
go back into sin. God will keep you safe and protected, but KEEP
GOING ON with Him! (Luke 9:62).

./ Should a man fail God, his heart will condemn him. The law
v/ will again bind him to its terrible penalty as long as he persists in his

Yty . . . .
’A wilful rebellion. If the penalty no longer applied to a disobedient
//; /f//// ;/ "disciple,” it is no longer law, but advice. Such a man would have no
, ,-’/// ’ rule of right or wrong anymore, not being good OR bad. No such
s - Christian exists in Scripture or life. The express teaching of the Bible

is to live a life of victory over sin out of love to God (Matthew 5:13-48; 7:12-27; Mark 12:28-34; John 15:8-14;
Romans 13:9-11; 1 John 3:3-11). No other life is truly Christian. All of us will be faced with temptation,
weakness and failure. But by God’s grace we can HABITUALLY overcome.

Should you ever disobey, go in deep, total repentance to ask forgiveness of your Father. God covenants
with His children to draw them back to Himself should they stray (Psalm 89:30-34; Hebrews 12:4-11) but
never DARE "‘use’ His mercy and grace! Should a so-called ““disciple’’ despise God's love, return to the vomit
of past selfishness and die in rebellion trading on His mercy, such a hypocrite will find Hell waiting for him
(1 John 2:1-6).

We have a great High Priest Who is able to “’save to the uttermost’’ (Hebrews 7:25). If any man sin,
we have Him as our Advocate (1 John 2:1). But no where in the Bible is forgiveness AUTOMATIC as long as
sin is persisted in. Thousands of so-called “’Christians’’ are fooled by thinking they can ““do what they like"
now they have “believed,”” when their “like” is nothing like God's love. A lot of luke-warm, half-hearted church
members are going to get shocks on the Day of Judgment. STAY TRUE — STICK TO IT, SAINT — GOD WILL
HELP YOU! (Exodus 32:30-33; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Ezekiel 18:19-32; 33:12-19; Matthew 5:22; 18:32-33; John
5:14; 15:1-6; Acts 8:18-24; Romans 6:12-16; 8:13; Hebrews 10:26-31; 12:14-17; James 1:12-15; 5:9; 2 Peter
2:20-22).

A VOW: BY THE GRACE AND LOVE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, | WILL STAY TRUE TO HIM
WHO FIRST LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME.

(—






“Blessed are the PURE IN HEART; for they shall see God’’ (Matthew 5:8).

Bartholomew

(WHO WAS WITHOUT GUILE)

“Because | said . . . | saw thee under
the fig tree, believest thou? Thou shalt
see greater things than these.”’

John 1:50
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PHASE: 3... - In Clay
SECTION: 3.."S" For ; God . Heart .
MATERIAL: .. Consecration For Clean

He was under a fig-tree when Jesus saw him. He expected a Messiah of miracles, and Jesus did not
disappoint him. “Because | said to you ‘| saw you under the fig-tree,” do you believe? You shall see greater
things than these.” Nathanael, called Bartholemew, was one of the first disciples chosen to follow the Lord
into a life of miracles.

How did Bartholemew Jesus? God links those who see Him with the eye of faith with those
who are PURE IN HEART. Of Bartholemew, Jesus could say — ““Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom there is
no guile.” We cannot know God if we are morally unclean. We all need clean, clear hearts for the adventure
into discipleship.

=== Drive 7o Live m=~—=

God planned in us three basic drives, to work in harmony and grow together in balance. They built
the youth of the Lord Jesus. “Jesus increased in wisdom (the PERSONALITY drive) and stature (the PHYSICAL
drive) and in favour with God (the SPIRITUAL drive) and man (the SOCIAL drive — a natural result of
controlling the other three) (Luke 2:52).

The most powerful emotion-influencing part of the physical drive is that of SEX. Without this inbuilt
direction to be “fruitful and multiply’”” we would last only one more generation (Genesis 1:28). This is the
Father’s most sacred gift to man — the power to re-create life.

GOD CREATED and ORDAINED sex. Itis NOT “evil” or unholy.
The Bible does not hesitate to extoll the joys of a God-given, God-directed
sexual love in marriage. Sex is God's idea; He made it up. It is a from
the innermost being of the Father’s heart of some of the most sacred
relationships of Scripture. Christian represents on earth the holy
love the Heavenly Bridegroom, Jesus Christ the Lord has for His Body, the
Church (1 Corinthians 6:18-20). A Christian .  _ is the earthly pattern
of God’s longing for . . sons and daughters to rule and reign with
Him. In its God-designed place, sexual love is the most beautiful relationship
on earth. It is His special gift to signify His ultimate purpose for man;to be in the Father’s house and family,
living in love and fellowship through eternity (1 John 3:1-2).

Because God made sex in human beings such a special relationship, He set definite differences between
animal and human sex drives. Animal reproduction is sparked by automatic instinct laws that operate at certain
times of the year. There is no love in these sexual couplings, just blind instinctual desire. Human desire for
sexual love and children is quite different. It has been placed by the Creator at the direction of the human' will
and It is NOT automatic. God designed it to both awaken and function under the control of the
personality. In early years the force sleeps, hidden from our attention, but as we begin to mature it makes
its presence felt in our lives.

Sex was given for two_ ) reasons: re-creation of the race by reproduction (Genesis 1:27-28;
Psalm 127:3-5) and as a source of deep and between husband and wife (Matthew
19:4-6; Genesis 2:24-25; 24:67; Ecclesiastes 9:9; 1 Corinthians 7:2-5). The same Bible that gives stern .
about the misuse of sex (Proverbs 5:1-8, 20) clearly describes how sexual needs should be met, to bring us
great happiness (Proverbs 5:15, 18-19). The Bible teaches PURITY, not Puritanism! A husband is to be
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“intoxicated’” with his wife’s love; this is not only described by the Holy Spirit as a part of wisdom (Proverbs
5:1), but God is seen to know and approve of this sexual union (Proverbs 5:21). God made sex to be
tenderly beautiful.

Marriage -
Total Togetherness

True is a FUSING of all three basic drives. Each drive has its own corresponding love relation-
ship. Man and wife thus become ““one’’ in body, soul and spirit. God plans courtship and marriage in three

stages —

RELATIONSHIP | TYPE OF LOVE GOAL OF RELATIONSHIP

| ""Agape’’ — . . love — Each purposes to bring the other

"Dating”’ Giving, not getting from each. closer to the Lord; Boy LEADS;
(if practical, then GIRL inspires.

Betrothal “Philia’"’ — Soulish — Share, compare plans for future;

Engagement Sharing, not self- calling, ministry; find out if both

(If practical, then ish. emotionally, mentally suited.

"Eros’’ — Physical — To come together in one flesh for

Instituted and Ordained by sexual love. Blessing, not bit- mutual comfort and to have a

God terness. Christian family to bring up for the
glory of God.

Satan, bitterly jealous of man'’s ability to create, designs to degrade and destroy the beauty of this
relationship. He plays up the PHYSICAL attraction and evily reverses the above God-designated order, sending
thousands of friendships onto the rocks:

. % Over-stimulated sexual, physi- Dates to ““have fun’’ — gratify the
Dating”’ cal love; Getting, not giving. sensual at the expense of God's
moral law and consequences.

Ill-defined friendship, under- Attempt to find ‘“real person’ of
Often forced standing; selfish, not sharing. other fails because of barrier of
guilt through involvement.

No real spiritual borid apart If it “works out” makes it a
Necessity not thrill from the grace of God. Bitter- ’church wedding.” Such marriages
ness, not blessing. usually full of disharmony, frustra-
tion. Often ends in divorce or some
separation.

*“THE FLESH OF THE GODLIEST SAINT IS NO MORE DEPENDABLE THAN THAT OF THE VILEST SINNER"
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New Testament Dating

We have more books on sex than ever before; more information on ‘“making love;”” more data on
being a sexy ‘‘swinger;’’ but we have left out God and are paying the price for it! Sex is a special part of life,
and precious; it was not designed to be treated as part of every meal-time conversation. Precious things are
not to be used too often, but treasured for special times; you must learn to direct the power of sex and
preserve it in purity, or you will join the ranks of the lonely and bitter.

Sex is like a fire. A fire is amoral; the same flame that warms a home can burn it down. There is
no difference between the fire that comforts and the fire that kills; each burns the same way. But in one case
it burns in its . _place and time, and in the second, it burns out of limits and out of control. The same
built-in joys God gave sex (in the right way) can become raging fires of destruction.

Listen to these burning words of David Wilkerson from his message to youth on dating that he calls —
Parked At The Gates Of Hell:

“I want to talk to you about a fire; a fire that is burning in the hearts and minds of literally
thousands of young people, Bible college students included, across this nation. It is spread from Hell itself
having been vomited on this nation to enslave innocent young people with uncontrolled emotions. This fire
now scorches the lives of young people from all walks of life; the socialites, the slum-dwellers, the middle-
income class and even ministers sons and daughters. This raging fire is now bringing shame and sorrow to
young people from the best of Christian homes; children of parents who are respected in the church and
community.”’

“This flame burns out of control across the nations of the world. It is fed from Hell itself by the
fuel of unclean stories, smutty books and pornographic photographs shamelessly disguised as art. It smoulders
from restricted age movie films and suggestive dancing, it flares in the lives of young people parked in the seat
of a car away from the eyes of the law and the public in lonely, secluded back roads."”

Sex for the same reasons that a fire destroys. It can be lit too soon (getting emotion-
ally involved before God’s time) and in the (some form of pre-marital sex). To avoid the first,
follow these dating rules of thumb:

[1] Avoid the until God’s time. The biggest problem with this form of dating
is that after you spend a lot of time with the other person you can get too familiar with each other, and
like each other too much to think about the facts. This invariably leads to you letting down your guard,
lowering your moral codes, ignoring the warning of your conscience and inviting trouble.

(2] and active. David fell through laziness. If he had been out on the field with his men
doing the job God had called him to do, he wouldn’t have been sleeping around his palace and having too
much time on his hands. Fill up your life with activities that you can enjoy under God and you will save
a lot of pressure.

(3] from ““bad scenes.” A ‘““bad scene’’ can be defined as any place that brings two kids
who like each other close to nature and away from the eyes of civilization. Watch out for unchaperoned
beach, hunt, ski or fishing parties; any place that can still the voice of reason and God is a trouble spot —
stay away! A bad scene is a car; it can very well act as transportation away from safeguarding
publicity, mood music and a bed on wheels all combined. Stay away from parked cars on dates like they were
filled with tarantulas and scorpions!
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(4] Don't serious with ANYONE until you are for marriage and
and above all, Girls: If you value your love, don’t give it unreservedly to any guy until
you are w_... quite sure you are God's choice for each other. Guys: Don’t you dare lead a girl on to think
you love her when you are only “‘putting her on’’ for your own pleasure. Girls get hurt very easily, and very
deeply. No has a right to say to any girl ”’l love you' until he is prepared to say in his next breath —
“Will you me?”’ If you can’t make the second statement, don’t bother making the first. It isn't true.

[See PH-15-18]

[6] Don‘t o involved with anyone until your wedding date is set. If you cannot be satis-
fied with spiritual communion and conversation, with just that desire to be with each other and to keep
your life holy and pure, you are NOT IN LOVE! Lust can only wait five minutes; love can wait for five years.
Now you may think you are in love; you may even call it spiritual: but IS IT? Take this little test to search
out your own level of committment in GOD’S kind of love:

TEST: CAN | LIST FIVE WAYS IN WHICH | AM NOW SEEKING DYES (I am in love)
TO DRAW MY FRIEND CLOSER TO THE LORD? DNO (I am not)

~== Keep Your Temple Clean

When confused with true love, trouble with physical stimulation can strike so quickly that irreparable
damage is done before the person (or the bewildered parents) realise it. Sexual desire is a tremendously POWER-
FUL physical and emotional force once fired. Young people are not old , ' date until they understand
fully both the of and the of involvement. Unless they are both committed
to the total Lordship of Jesus Christ so that in both courtship and/or friendship relations they ‘‘glorify God
in their bodies and their spirits, which are God’s’’(1 Corinthians 6:19) they should not be allowed out together.
Thousands of scarred lives and shattered dreams are terrible testimonials to the reality of dating dangers.

involved is like igniting a built-in bomb. The trouble with necking and petting out-
«-- of marriage is that it was designed by God to lead into sexual intercourse in marriage. In a frenzy of

kissing and hugging and petting, the natural flame that God has put into the heart of every young man and \l/

woman begins to burn out of control before God’s time and without God'’s approval, and
the Devil keeps whispering and urging on, saying “It’s all right, you're in love, you
belong to each other, you have a right, and even if you do get into trouble he’ll stick
with you, she’ll stick up for you — everything’s ALL RIGHT!”” One minute everything
can seem right and good, and the next minute you know you‘ve gone too far, and all
that seemed so sweet and pure shows up as the filth and dirt of sin. The pleasures
last only a short time, and then the roof caves in; suddenly, as emotions are brought
under control everything becomes soiled and wrong; one moment you thought it was
real love and now you see it for what it really was. Don’t ever start experimenting
no matter how close your friendship, or you will set the fuse burning down to the end God designed it for,
long before you are ready for it or can afford it.

._isn't worth it. Necking has a bad habit of getting heavier; each time you light the fuse, it
will burn - and next time you light it, you will begin where you left off. To stay clean, stay away. It's as
simple as that. Petting can — [1] Make you feel and ashamed of yourself for breaking God’s laws and
heart. [2] Ruin_ ; . It only takes a little “talk;” it doesn't all have to be fair and it doesn’t
even have to be all true but once done, you may be marked for life. [3] Cause you to lose sweet-
heart. Girls, get this especially; after your boy friend goes too far he may decide you are ¢ or getting
him too deeply involved and simply leave finally and forever. And if you give in, you will be cheaper.
[4] Break - hearts, or get you married too too soon or to the person. Sexual involvement

\
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is a binding relationship; it's hard to cut it off once begun. [6] Ruin date-life. Even if you break off
your relationship before you go “‘all the way you will create bitterness, frustration and loss of respect between
you. The ““magic’ in your dating relationships will simply vanish, leaving them ugly. You will forget everything
you ever saw in the person the first time you met them, [6] Worst of all, you will wreck your spiritual
life. Any form of “love’-making like this will throw up immediate barriers to spiritual growth. You will feel
guilty and wrong, because you ARE guilty and wrong! You know it, and be sure GOD does too.

COURTSHIP is to be a SPIRITUAL In courting, the couple must take up responsibilities
they will later share with privileges should they marry. The MAN is to be the leader. He should point the
way to new heights in God, so that AS A COUPLE they are drawn closer to Christ. He should find and
plan ways to lead the girl he is dating into a finer, purer walk with the Lord. The GIRL, on the other
hand is to . . her man to launch out for his Lord. She is to uplift, strengthen and refresh his leadership.

She becomes his ““help-meet.”” Unless a dating couple can be satisfied in Christ alone, they are NOT in love.
[See JZ-13-14]

God made man and woman to respond differently in physical involvement. In marriage, the girl is
aroused much later than the boy, and this delay is intended to underline the supremacy of human love over
mere animal desire. Primarily 2 ___is excited by a LOOK; a girl by a TOUCH. The fellow should thus guard
his eyes as well as his thoughts and the girl should take care in the way she dresses, to be modest and
pleasing to the Lord Jesus. She should avoid any physical contact that could lead to lighting a fuse of desire
and he should keep his hands and lips from committing sin.

Morality has degenerated to such a point where suggestions such as these could be met with incredulous
stares and protests about the ‘‘change of times.”” But to follow these rules is neither old-fashioned or out-dated.
Moral purity is a rare gem, that must not be bartered for the approval of a God-rejecting society. One of
stolen pleasure is not worth a lifetime of (Judges 16:4-31). Results of disobedience to the moral law
are painfully obvious — moral filth and perversion are at an all-time high! It is time Christian youth set an
example of purity and holiness worthy of the Name by which they are called (Job 31:1; Matthew 5:28;
1 Corinthians 10:31; 6:18-20; 1 Timothy 2:9-10).

Sensuality Or Holiness?

Moral freedom has been defined as ““Not the to do what you WANT, but the power to do that
which is RIGHT.” As temptation presents itself, the Christian is faced with a CHOICE between selfishness and
love. The choice for God gives the Christian true sex freedom — the choice for selfish desire enslaves the heart
in lust and moral bondage. (Related Table shown on page BT-6)

Where "No” Isn’t Holy =~==

Beyond the point of the will to desire against moral law, any form of self-denial
can no longer be moral or holy. Once the WILL gives in to desire, the choice is AS BAD as the act itself in
God's eyes. The only reason the actual ACT is not carried out in such a case is some motive based on
hope or fear, not on God'’s law of love. Among such forms of denial preventingmuch OUTWARD immorality
are the fear of consequences, fear of discovery or social disapproval or strict environmental standards. Un-
favourable circumstances prevent much outward sin, but thousands of human hearts are still inwardly nothing
but sewers of lust (Matthew 5:27-28; Mark 7:20-23). A sure sign of the heart’s committal to lust is a steady
mental diet of cheap, sensuality-exalting literature. You can tell a man by the books he usually reads. Show me a
person who feeds their mind on filth and | will show you someone under the bondage of lust.



BT-6
(Related Table from Sensuality Or Holiness? page BT-5)

SEX-ORIENTATED MORAL STATE OF PERSON IF

ACTION PRESENTED

LOOK (Boy)
TOUCH (Girl)
If yielded to, can lead to:

YIELDED TO

Natural curiosity; like Eve lis-
tening to serpent in Eden, God
only forbids learning in area of
wrong (Romans 16:19).

DENIED

Innocence; no temptation pres-
ent to sin. (Adam and Eve before
being shown tree of knowledge.)

DESIRE awakened: (Temp-
tation to gratify awakened
sensuality.) If yielded to,
leads to:

Conscience alarm shrills — Warns
“Knowledge of this is out of
bounds’’ (Romans 2:15).

Peace — Conscience will approve
choice to deny the gratification
— "Flee is to turn from mind
(2 Corinthians 1:12).

INTENT (Will commits itself
to desire). Lasciviousness be-

Sensual desire grows strong to
satisfy awakened lust. RESULT:

Spiritual desire deepens to glor-

ify God in body. HOLINESS

gins. SIN (James 1:15). (1 Corinthians 6:18-20).

!

TRUE REPENTANCE must precede deliverance, and this is not just ‘‘feeling sorry’’ over the RESULTS
of breaking God’s moral law. All kinds of moral impurity stem from lasciviousness, this initial will surrender to
indulging sexual desire out of God’s ordained limits. - form of - to excite - . by an act of the
will outside of is SIN. Unless it is confessed as such, the desire will build further and further, leading a
person deeper into immorality, even to the point of “no return’” from God. EVERY sexually immoral action

.« the personality in a total involvement that God considers quite more serious in effect than any other
sin (1 Corinthians 6:18).

The Growing Giant Of Lust

Lasciviousness develops into worse forms of sexual deviation. The terrible, terrible power of misusing
God’s creative gift brings a harvest of havoc in_the moral life. Lasciviousness always develops into deeper and
deeper forms of impurity. It quickly develops into a giant that enslaves the heart. Lust will continue to forge a
steel chain of habit over the will, until only the power of the Living Christ can free the man from bondage.
Once lust begins to take control:

ACTION

SUB-CHOICES to get
physical thrill or grati-
fication. Stem from las-
civiousness . . . leads to:

IF DENIED (Unholy ““No”’)

(For instance, by Truth given by a
Christian to show guilt.)

looks for reasons why sensuality
can be “justified.” over
Scripture, moral responsibility to
God, others.

IF YIELDED TO
L 4

Rationalises away feeling of wrong;
self-justifies motives, excuses are
made to the reason. Convinces self
of “’right’’ to be satisfied. Desire for
stimulation increases; previous
wrong looks less guilty.

SENSUAL ACTION;
“petting’” in ever-in-
creasing depth; leads to:

Envies those who can ‘‘get away
with it.”” Denial causes a retreat into
a world of evil imagination, fantasy
and self-delusion. Hazy thinking.

Concupiscence — over-strong
appetite which ““must’’ be satisfied;
Unable to concentrate, extreme em-
barrassment; accuses others of
wrong motives to shift guilt.

Fornication or some form of mas-
trubation. Building up of nervous

RELEASE; Temporary Defraud morally — both self and
form of satisfaction. .. person cheated; Intense frus-
tension from stimulation demands tration develops, unsatisfied emo-
release in the system. Habit grows .. bitterness and loneliness be-
stronger, deeper. gins.
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MASTURBATION is one such result of a heart-committal to sexual desire. This problem affects
thousands of young people, and even more especially young people, because the church-goer cannot
afford to be discovered in some form of fornication like his unsaved or unchurched neighbor. Because his mind
is so informed about God and right living, the church youth’s guilt is a double misery. The Christian’s body is
the . of God. Its sexual nature gives it grace and force, firmness to the will and radiance to the personality.
A God-controlled sex-life brings a drive and enthusiasm to activities in life; to our sexual impulses we owe
our love for bright colours, graceful forms, rhythmic motions and sounds. It gifts the emotions with the
affections and instincts of a lover and sweetheart. But self-abuse ruins all this. Self-abuse by masturbation is a
form of self-love out of God’s perspective in which the tremendous powers of the emotions are thrown away.
To find deliverance and have that emotional love power channeled back into life and to the Lord is an experience
anyone delivered can only feel to understand. Masturbation wastes and spends the power of this life-drive.

All Christians can experience the temptation to such desires at times in life, but this is normal. In
this defiling habit, passions have taken over and the flow of constant strong sex urges cannot be controlled.
The body is bound in This abnormal mental condition destroys normal sexual feelings and
substitutes hyper-inflamed desires that drain the whole system of the substances in the sex organs that aid in
developing the mind and body, when re-absorbed without use. It is to nothing so destroys the
will-power and vital energy. Habits become sloppy, the attitude insipid and melancholic, the whole personality
sheepish, reclusive and embarrassed. Young men lose their personal young women their attractive-
ness. The eyes appear languishing, without expression, and the whole face takes on a vacant look. Often the
person grows irritable and touchy, and may try to get involved in some kind of actjvity as a guilt
compensation.

The majority of young men afflicted with this habit soon begin to realise the effect it has on their
system and put up a battle against it. The only way to break this is a determined re-setting of the will to
follow Christ, and the willingness to time in breaking the power of the body habit. It may take from
six to months for nature to check the nervous and physical waste caused by self-abuse. Restoration can
only come through DETERMINED ABSTINENCE. Follow the deliverance program given at the end of this
section if you have this problem and want freedom.

The Price Of Pre-Marital Sex

[From PH-19]

LOWERS THE STANDARD of the previous one. What one generation will ALLOW,

the next wnII ENJOY! God made the sexual act to bring fulfillment in a total harmony of body, soul and spirit.

Those playing fast and loose with sexual desire will find less and less emotional release and pleasure as their

responses become brutalised and guilt scars develop in the personality. The sexual love God gave man was

made to be an OUTWARD expression of an INNER submission. All kinds of barriers are thrown up by pre-
mature sexual involvement, such as:

(1) GUILT — God has placed the alarm of conscience in our souls to warn us of impending danger to
our personalities. Some primitive peoples exist in our world without much inhibition of conscience; it is
significant that they have stayed in a primitive state. The conscience alarm can protect us from emotional
upheavals and insecurity, because it us from losing trust in ourselves or others. Do want to
carry with you to a marriage altar guilty hands and a soiled mind?

(2] FEAR — You can't love someone you are afraid of. Love without fear means being able to fully
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TRUST the one you want to love. If a couple experiments with sex before publically committing themselves
to each other in marriage, how can they be sure that either will remain faithful AFTER marriage? After all,
they each broke their own moral controls in a place of trust once; how will they know that it will not
happen again? If either “jumps the fence’ before marriage, who is to say that neither will jump it again after
with someone else? Self-trust and trust of each other is vital to a successful marriage. Sexual sin destroys trust.

[3] DILUTION — Sexual love is such a deeply profound act that it is impossible to do without . ;
a part of oneself in the other person. It . . involves a mutual sharing, even with a prostitute. This is why
it is so serious to take the body and use it for sexual sin. No Christian dare join the temple of God with a
harlot (1 Corinthians 6:15-20). And here is another barrier to sexual fulfillment — if you give __ yourself
each time you do this, how much of yourself is left when you have thrown away deep parts of your personality
on casual relationships? This is why the philosophy of ‘““try before you buy’’ is worse than useless with sex.
The less you have given of your inner self to others, the more you will have to share with someone who
will reward your investment with love and trust. The “free sex” idea isn't free, and isn’'t Biblically sexual.
The only way to measure the success of a stupid set of excuses for lust like this is to compare its premises
with the current divorce rates and the skyrocketing suicides from the “‘fulfilled.”

The boy who thinks sex sin ‘“does no harm, as long as you don’t hurt anyone” is a fool. The chief
pleasure of a “’sexual conquest’ for a male is not physical, but primarily psychological . . . the thrill of “putting
it over.” Such a conquest not only degrades God’s purpose but enslaves him to lust, sows the seed of distrust
in his partner of any future marriage, and can never . satisfy. It can never achieve the heights of a real
love relationship like that which God planned for man and wife — one of mutual trust and confidence.

Likewise the girl who gives her body to a boy “in love’” with her, expects to be rewarded with under-
standing and affection, but will always be disappointed. Without God-ordained sanctions, there can be no mutual
giving of devotion and tender affection, no leisure to develop a warm relationship and a guilt-free happiness
together. The majority of marriages that fail begin with this kind of physical involvement BEFORE
that scars the ability of each to love their partner as God intended — deeply, wholly and purely.

Homosexuality -

The Final Horror

Deliberate of God’s moral law with continued in sin is very dangerous. In many
cases, dissatisfaction an ungodly sexual experience leads to experiments with others of the same sex. One sin
for which God destroys a nation is that of . - or lesbianism. No homosexual is born —

he LEARNS his sin! By sinning inuch, he learns to sin more. Rejecting Godhead authority in order to carry
on in lust, many sexual perverts build cases for their sin. They do not want to retain God in their knowledge
(Romans 1:21, 28). Their scarred senses demand more excitement from illigitimate sexual relationships with
those of the same sex, which does not come. Still burning with unsatisfied lust, many walk through the door
of experimentation with those of their own sex. If men and women reach this level, and God can do no more
to win them back, He gives them up to their heart’s committal to lust (Romans 24—25).

is very prevalent today. Many so-called “church leaders” have argued for, and actually
tried to legalise it, pressing for the “rightness” of such unnatural filthiness! Men are calling it “sickness’’ but
God calls it SIN. Our own generation is on a road to doom. Homosexuality is advancing its cancer at a fright-
eningrate in thousands of lives. It cannot always be recognised by visible symptoms, but some of these are:
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INNER LIFE CONFLICT

or lesbianism
(sex relations with those of
the same sex).

Short interest span; overly-emo-
tional; gushy; flowery talk; at-
tracted to sense stimulating
clothes, loud, bright ornaments.

Intense frustration; deep lone-
ness, jealousy. Great bondage of
will to the habit of lust. Mind
ruled by sensuality.

HABIT PATTERN FORMS
DEEPER (Titus, 1:15-16).

Highly destructive guilt feelings;
tries to “‘make up’’ often by doing
good deeds, ‘‘religious’’ work —
(2 Timothy 3:5-9).

Gets progressively worse; rest-
lessness, turmoil and fear; Per-
sonality breakdown begins (Job
18:5-14).

END RESULT OF CHAR-
ACTER — (Ephesians 4:17-
19).

Argues over truth, Bible and mor-
al responsibility (Titus 3). REP-
ROBATION — (God gives up).
Unable to feel naturally or think
anything else but lust (Romans

Complete slavery; scarred, dead
emotional life; ““flat” look of
face; speech strange; Suicide
thoughts strong (2 Timothy 3:1-
18; 1 Timothy 1:6).

1:28).

The real horror of homosexuality is the utter it makes on the will. It is harder to break free
from deep homosexuality than from almost any other selfish lust. A Sodomite becomes a - of human
flesh. He defiles and profanes the God-given sexual relationship between man and woman. EVERY CIVILIZA-
TION freely misusing sex has degenerated by the result of continuously re-lowered standards until almost the
entire society has become reprobate. At EVERY POINT of such history God has quickly allowed the total
DESTRUCTION of this civilization before its perversion spread to others. It was so in the days of the Flood,
Sodom, Greece and Rome. It will be so again in our generation unless the tide is checked by a revival of purity.

A homosexual CAN be saved (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) but he must DEEPLY repent and honestly
ADMIT his guilt, his sin. Any conniving at sin, excuses of ‘‘weakness’’ must be faced for what they are.
He must renounce his past life (and partners) asking Christ with all his heart to cleanse and deliver him.
A deep and searching revelation of his wrong and the power of the Lord Jesus to save must come to his
life from the Holy Spirit. Often the counsellor must seek the mind of God to discover the . -of the
homosexual’s steps to his present degraded life, so confession and repentance can strike at the core of his sin.
FASTING for an extended time is a most effective tool for physical victory over the unnatural “’love of the
flesh,” and should be put into action immediately after repentance. |IF a homosexual will respond to the call
of God by wanting to change, God is able to deliver him. The road may be rough, but Christ is able to
save to the uttermost’’ (Jude 23-24; Hebrews 7:25). Tragically, most do not WANT to respond, preferring to
live without apparent remorse for their sin against God and human nature.

child of God must learmn to “’keep his body under’’ lest when he has preached to others, he
himself becomes a castaway (1 Corinthians 9:27). Obeying God’s love-law will prevent untold deep damage to
the moral life. There are easily-recognised symptoms marking a person with control (or lack of it) over their
sex-lives. These forces to Christ become a tremendous tool to give drive and fire to the personality in
God's work. Check own life out against this chart. (Related chart shown on page BT-10)

Immorality can usually be uncovered by the discerning Christian. It is one of the most prevalent sins
of our time and unfortunately affects thousands of Christian young people not properly instructed in dating
relationships.

Who .__ God could know what goes on in parked cars and secluded woods and parks across this
nation? Who but God could really know what goes on in the minds of church-going teenagers and twenties;
who but God could see what sweethearts are allowing in their lives; what privileges are being demanded; what
risks are being taken; who but GOD could see the whole picture? “Can a man take fire in his bosom
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and not be burned?”’

Yielded Or Uncontrolled Dynamic

(Related table from BT-9)

AREA RESULTING PERSON WHEN SEX-LIFE IS
YIELDED: Devotion — Intense love for Christ; freedom in showing love
and affection to others.
2loaiel] NOT SURRENDERED: Roller-coaster life — moved by opinion and

not by God'’s direction; emotionally unstable.

YIELDED: — Relatively quick to grasp spiritual truth; deep
insights consistently into Scripture.

NOT SURRENDERED: Philosphical bent; prone to argue over Scripture
and doctrine; questions any authority.

REASON

YIELDED: Forceful — Consistently on the move for God, taking the lead
wherever needed.

NOT SURRENDERED: Hasty — Impetuous, inconsistent; full of contra-
dictions; little or no discipie of will or body.

VOLITION

YIELDED: Dynamically creative — Quick to use new situations and oppor-
tunities to create roads for Truth.

NOT SURRENDERED: Listless, powerless; seemingly continuous apathy
and dullness. No concentration, shifty eyes.

PHYSICAL

Sexual immorality is the . _, sin of youth. Perhaps more than any other uncontrolled desire,
it backlashes in all areas of life, causing a total circle of destruction. If YOU are, right now, morally unclean,
you may have to use the following weapons against this sexual leprosy. It is a complete program for .
area of your life. Use EACH area where you know your life or the lives of others have been affected.

== Break Free Of The Fire

SPIRITUAL

(1] Start . . . BRUTALLY HONEST with Ask God for forgiveness from your SIN.
Stop calling it “‘weakness,”” excusing it by saying ‘‘God knows our hearts” or “’I’'m only doing what is natural.”
Stop baptising it with any soft names. Call it SIN, and be willing to repent of the sin ITSELF, and not simply
be sorry for the «.—.... it has caused. It is impossible for you to live a Christian life in the grip of lust. God
can free you, but you must be willing to take sides with Him against it. Go NOW, and don’t wait until
conviction subsides and you feel cold and hard again (1 John 1:9). [See MT-6]

[2] Make a of love to the Lord. Ask Him to wash away the guilt and the stain of
your guilty past and to give you the courage and strength to clean up your wrong. Throw your problems
completely into His hands, and ask Him for a new heart to love Him and serve Him as you ought (Ezekiel
11:19-20).
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| HAVE HONESTLY CONFESSED MY SIN AND ASKED GOD’S FORGIVENESS D

[3]) Seek God's face for a . . with His . . The HOLY Spirit will make ___life holy. Unless you
are supercharged by Him, you will, like Sampson, be ‘“weak as any man.” If you will claim from God His
promised enduement of power from on high, you will be able to ““walk in the Spirit"” and not fulfill the lusts
of the flesh (Galatins 5:17). [See PT-1-7]

I SHALL TRUST CHRIST FOR A DAILY FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT D

[4] Beware of the . ; It is part of God’s alarm system given to warn you of
approaching temptation. Life runs |n cycles (Galatians 6:7). Temptation from physical desire can return at cer-
tain times of every day, week, month or even year. When you sense depression, prepare for possible trouble
Take it as a sign from the Lord to spend time in prayer and meditation on His Word. Sometimes depression is
a warning of sin against the Lord (a ““cloud’” across the conscience) or a returning desire to sin that has been
sparked off by a reminder of past wrong actions. Ignoring the warning will nearly always lead to over-confidence
and most probably a complete failure again.

| WiLL BEWARE OF THE WARNING OF DEPRESSION D
I'LL BE O.K., | CAN HANDLE MY OWN PROBLEMS MY OWN WAY D

SOCIAL

[1] MOST IMPORTANT — CONFESS to the other person(s) involved. WRITE a LETTER, without
; the nature of your moral offense to the other person. They already know it was wrong. Use the
format of the confession letter outlined in MT-8 for the three basic sentences,
and simply ask forgiveness. It is not necessary to elaborate on your wrong.
Use ‘‘not being an example of a Christian” or ““failing to set a decent stand-
ard”” as your wording for the specific sin. Avoid confession in person if
possible, as this may lead to emotional involvement that could start your
problem all over again. Whenever necessary (and remembering the law of
the highest good) be willing to break off the past relationship. [See MT-10]
If you are engaged, you will have to seek God’s face as to whether it is
best to honestly confess to each other and then pledge to stay clean and
pure for each other and God until you can marry, or to completely finish off tne engagement. Ask God's
direction, but be to act on the answer. This may be very difficult — possibly the hardest part, but
it has to be done (Matthew 5:28-30).

LETTER HAS BEEN WRITTEN O

[2] Set up a prayer-covenant with another Christianfriend. If they do not know about your problem,
just tell them you have a great need for victory in your life and you would appreciate their prayer support. If
you are still involved with the other person who is a Christian (for instance, an engaged couple who have
over-stepped the boundary of purity but who have now decided to stay true to the Lord together) pray with
each other (James 5:16).

A COVENANT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED [:|

[3] . i from sources of . . Avoid places where you will be alone together, or stay
away from the person who was party to your problem. Avoid too much spare time on any future dates,
your outings and wherever possible, at least until you are fully free, stay with Christian friends as a GROUP
when you go out together (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
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PERSONAL
[1] WILL — Be ready for a battle! Whenever temptation comes, try to divert attention to
Christ. Get = out if it is too strong (Genesis 39:7-12). The SECOND look is the one that destroys. The

fight will be tough, especially if you have been deeply involved in immorality, but in times of the severest
temptation a firm NO and a SINGLE LOOK to Christ will bring victory (Psalm 16:8; 37:24; 1 Corinthians
10:13; 2 Corinthians 8:12). In faith make a complete committal of your will to Jesus. This done look for no
new feelings, but step out in life with confidence that He has begun a work. [See JZ-3-5]

[2] MIND — attack begins here. When a sensual thought enters, do not play with it. Toy with
it for a second, and all your good intentions are doomed to fail. Second thoughts on moral issues are almost
always defections to the Enemy. Do not fool around with a dirty thought. Kick it right in the face with a
Scripture. — _ second of an honest ‘““Lord, help me” and it will flee in fright. Resist the Devil by shying a
good rough Bible verse at him in the Name of Jesus (1 Corinthians 10:13; John 8:36). Start . i
your . with the tool of meditation on Scripture. Build bulwarks in your subconscious mind by filling
your soul with praise to God, singing or shouting a ‘‘Hallelujah!’’ of victory, every time you feel under pressure.
Memorize verses in the area of moral purity, especially before repeating them over and over
until they begin to wash your conscience. BURN any books God points out as wrong; don’t save them “‘just
in case’” you fall again — go NOW and get rid of them! Begin some Christian . . instead that will
fill your thoughts with the way God works with men (Psalm 119:9, 11; Philippians 4:8; 2:5). [See TS-18-19]

[3] FEELINGS — Prayer is your best outlet for the strong reaction of feelings. Call on the Lord to
help still any storm of raging emotions. IF you have taken care of the mind, your will soon subside.
David’s Psalms mirror every major feeling of mankind, and how God feels about us. Use them as your own
Scripture voice in expressing the battles of your heart (Psalm 120:1; 121:1-4; James 4:7).

TO DO: WRITE OUT PSALM 119, VERSES 9 AND 11
MEDITATE AND MEMORISE THEM BOTH

PHYSICAL

[1] Make a _of BODY to the Lord. Give it to God to use for His glory, presentingpart
by part each section of your physical being. Offer Him every part that you have misused before, and promise
Him you will keep it clean in future. Your body is GOD’S HOUSE. You are NOT your own, if you have
given your life to the Lord Jesus. Begin NOW with your hands. “Lord, take hands. They have been defiled,
and your Word says ““Cleanse your hands, you sinners’ (James 4:8). | give them to You for cleansing.Help
me to keep them from doing wrong.”” Then take your EYES. They have got you into trouble too many times.
“Lord, here are my EYES. | am shaken by Your Word which says — ““If your eye offend you, it out; it
is better that you enter life with one eye than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire’’ (Matthew 18:8).
I make a covenant with my eyes and You right now. | will not use them lustfully’’ (Job 31:1). “Take my
LIPS. | remember that Judas betrayed You with a kiss. | do not want to do the same thing. | promise You that
I will keep my lips to speak your praises, and save my kisses for the one you have for me.” Do this.
Consciously give (Romans 12:1-2).

[2) Get into some solid WORK or exercise, especially if you "are a man. Throw yourself into all your
activities with as much energy as you can muster. This will help channel your physical drives into useful outlets,
and help release any possible tensions; besides, it will make your activity more fun. Set yourself a tough dead-
line on everything you do, and challenge yourself to meet it for God. Lethargy is a well of carnal desire that
can be emptied by hard work at solidly challenging tasks. Develop more activites under God (Ecclesiastes 5:12;
1 Corinthians 9:27).

[3] FASTING can be used in especially difficult cases. Use the instructions found under Simon The
. and spend a week-end in prayer and fasting with the Lord, reading the Bible and memorizing verses.
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Take this manual away with you, and carefully go through this clean-up program part by part. Do not scan
quickly through it and omit to do most of it, or you may not find full deliverance. Sexual sin needsa

and cleansing on levels of your life, and sometimes takes more than one Bible principle for
use in deliverance. [See SZ2-9-12]

Take two . . rules with you when you date. Use them and 90 percent of your problems of temp-
tation will be avoided. them and you are almost certain to fall.

GUYS: [1] You will have problems being excited by a LOOK, so watch your EYES. Keep a ““Job’s cov-
enant” (Job 31:1) and you will keep your mind.
[2] You will give a girl a problem by TOUCH, so keep your HANDS to Take conscientious
care of your eyes and hands and enjoy your date.
GIRLS: [1] You are going to give @ guy problems by the way you DRESS, so watch it! Don't dress to stir
lust; dress like you were going to be ushered into Heaven on _date, and Jesus will not
be ashamed (1 Timothy 2:9-10).
[2] Keep a ““hands off’’ attitude. It may be hard to say ““No’’ but you must. No heavy necking or
petting can develop this way. If your boyfriend does not understand, ___ t it a couple more
times then use this ““emergency prayer’’:

Extend free hand from your shoulder, pull it back behind you. Then pray silently, *’Lord,
give me for this task.” Then slap him! (If he asks for Scriptural justification for your
action, show him Ecclesiastes 9:10).

=== [eaving And Cleaving

FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES [From JN-7]

the relation of Christ to His Church and you will discover the perfect marriage relationship;
The wife gives up her own name and takes on her husband’s; she merges her life with his; she recognises him

as her head, and looks to him as her . .- -~ and guide. She devotes her whole life to his happiness,
and to carry out his will in her love for him; she naturally looks to her husband to protect her from injury,
insult and want. She . her . . on him, and expects that he will protect her, and he is bound to

do it. Their reputation and interests become one; what affects her character or reputation affects his. This
faithful husband loves, cherishes and honours his wife; he gives of his time, his labour and his talents to promote
the interest of his bride. And the faithful husband is jealous for his wife’s good name, and feels deeply when
her feelings or reputation are injured. -...... is the perfect picture of the faithful husband; His true church
is the perfect pattern of the loving wife. ‘

Because true marriage is essentially _ _ as well as personal and physical, staying in love is pri-
marily a battle. It is for this reason that surrender to God is so important for a happy love-life.
Statistics indicate that a church-attending couple have fifteen times as much a chance to stay together than
those who have no faith. Mutual is the essence of harmony. To live happily together, we must . .
together. To agree together implies common and common unselfishness. When either or both of
these conditions are not met, destructive disagreement may result. If two friends cannot agree, their friendship
may die. If two lovers cannot agree, their love may grow cold. If a husband and wife cannot agree, their
marriage may be headed for disaster. To take two people from different walks of life, with different back-
grounds, different patterns of living and different ways of looking at life and marry them is one of the most
difficult ways of achieving agreement in the world! Yet it is done every day, without so much as a course
in college to show people how to do it,
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Common common unselfish choices for each others highest happiness. These are the two
essentials of home harmony, or unity in any group. Here is where the power of God can help a home so
much. It is first of all, completely for any group to have total common knowledge. No two pe~rile
in the world think alike; no two people in the world have exactly the same amount of information. In a
situation where two people cannot agree, they must appeal to someone who knows more about it than
do who can direct them as to the wisest choice. Here God is the only Person in the universe Who is totally
qualified, with His infinite wisdom, all-knowledge and a heart of love. He can guide each family member to the
best course which will bring a harmony to the home. Secondly, the power of Jesus Christ can save a person
from the destructive force of selfishness, that is the essence of sin and the chief cause of home conflict. He
cannot only forgive the guilty past that causes so much home quarrels, but come and live His life through the
man or woman who surrenders completely to Him. The love He gives can deliver completely from the power
of selfishness. With Him tc ask direction and to give power to do that which is best, peace and love can fill
a home.

The . reason why so man; couples have lost the power to stay in love lies here. Unless husband

and wife both belong to Christ, and have learned from Him what love is like, both their marriage and
their lives will suffer. . " has a soul — an inner life which is lived out by both partners when

they are -alone together. This is shared by special “voices’ used in private, that reveal what the other person is
REALLY like when no-one else is listening who needs to be impressed; by certain ““looks’ and little actions
that form a whole language only the husband and wife know. Is the “soul” of _ ‘- marriage Christian? Is
your home a practical demonstration of two people who are following Christ Jesus, and trying to do as He
asks for each others happiness? Husband, are you a follower of Jesus, who knows how to take care of your
wife, to love her and her, or are you a self-centred, demanding dictator? Do you take the

and your proper share of responsibility and give a good example for your family to respect and follow? Or
have you become a coward in your own home, hiding from your responsibility in business, in social company
or selfish pleasure? It is easy to convince yourself that your wife is to blame for your conduct. But you are
a man responsible to God for the vows you took at a marriage altar. Have you them?

And wife — what of ___ life? Have you truly to run an independent life, and
gladly invested your time, talents and energies in your husband and his work? Do you | him, or do you
fight to be in a leadership place that does not belong to you? Do you accept him as he is, or is your love
for him conditional on what you want to make him into for your own happiness? Are you God’s example
of a wife who is gentle, tender and submissive — an inspiration to your man? Or are you bossy, hard and
domineering, filled with self-pity and self-justification and criticism? These are hard questions to answer, but
if you will face them honestly, God can show you how to stay in love. And there is nothing more like heaven
than a home that is in love with each other and God.

=== Bible Laws

For Staying In Loye

Your love-life can be a happy onel To successfully combat the pressures that' have been able to destroy
so many homes and divide so many marriages, you must follow God's laws for family responsibilities. Even if
you have so far failed to make a success of staying in love, by God's help you can begin again. If you are not
a Christian, your own unhappiness and the misery you have brought into the lives of others should be reason
enough for you to be willing to allow Jesus Christ His rightful place as Leader and King of your life. If you
are sorry for your failure to do what is right in His eyes, and you really mean to stop living for yourself,
He will you and you. There is no in a home that is not built His love and His leader-

Will you get on your knees right now and tell Him that you 